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Mr. John Miller 

B> the retirement tomorrow of Mr. John Miller from 
P th position of Engineer, North Eastern Area, 
there passes from the railway world one of its 
characters. Mr. Miller shared with the late 
1ornton the distinction of having been selected 
yught from the other side of the Atlantic to 
fresh mind and wider experience than usual to 
ipon British railway problems. It was only natural 
invasion should at first have been regarded 
suspicion, a suspicion quickly and completely 

| by results. Not only was Mr. Miller’s experience 
wide, but his work was so clearly stamped witl 
versonality that it even 
of the iayman. The observant passenger 
f something unusual when travelling within that 
d North Eastern Area over which Mr. Millet 
led dozen years. The 
flowe1 beds, shrubberies 
and all the hallmarks 
care bestowed upon it, are the reflections of Mr. 
orderly administration. His principle has not 

ly a place for everything and everything in its 
but always first things first. Attention to 
nt that orders priority correctly—these, backed by 
ing and the wisdom that grows from long and sym- 
tic contact with realities, have produced in Mr. Miller 
hing that makes his going a very real loss to those 
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he served, whether they were his employers or his em- 
ployees. The former showed their appreciation of his 
judgment by respecting his sense of responsibility; the 
latter by an attention to their work that gave him of their 
best. As they served him, so he responded with his 
svmpathy and encouragement. 

* * * * 


The G.W.R. Meeting 

There was a cheerful tone about the annual meeting 27f 
the Great Western Railway Company last Wednesday, 
tempered only by the position in South Wales. Even on 
that subject the Chairman had hopes of Government 
assistance in various directions, as for instance towards 
forming a cartel with other coal-exporting countries, and 
in support of the plans for the revival of industry and for 
the production of oil from coal. There was also the 
prospect of help from Lord Nuffield’s fund. In addition 
Sir Robert Horne saw chances of recovering much of the 
South Wales coal export trade with Italy, which had in 
1936 declined by 1,559,000 tons. His hope for 1937 was 
that after allowing for the expected increases in wages and 
salaries and in the cost of coal and other materials net 
earnings would not fall below those of 1936. The pay- 
ment of the ordinary dividend for the past year entirely 
out of earnings was made possible not only by the reduc- 
tion in the amounts contributed to local rates and to the 
freight rebates funds, but also by the remarkable economies 
in operation. Irrespective of the saving in rate payments 
the additional expenditure absorbed only 38-5 per cent. 
of the increased receipts, a most significant figure. There 
were record economies in the use of rolling stock, in the 
cost of handling traffic at goods stations, in the cost of 
cartage per ton, and in the amount of shunting performed 
per 100 goods train miles. Loss of traffic in certain classes 
owing to the withdrawal of rebates has been guarded 
against by agreed concessions in rates. 


* * * * 
The Week’s Traffics 

Although the traffic increases for the period under review 
are for the most part smaller than in the week before (with 
the noteworthy exception of the goods traffic results on 
the L.M.S.R.), the passenger figures compare particularly 
favourably with those in the corresponding week (the 
eighth) of 1936. There is a net increase under this head 
of £36,000, against last year’s advance of £5,000. In 
the aggregate, the passenger increase is £163,000. Com 
pared with last week, the L.N.E.R. has reduced its deficit 
on total receipts up to this time last year by a furthei 
£14,000, and the Southern, which in the previous returns 
showed its first aggregate improvement this year, has added 
another £8,000 to its lead over 1936. 





7th Week Year to date 

Goods, & Coal, &c. lotal Inc. or Dec. 

{ { 4 f f > 
M.S.R 15,00 0 25,000 9,000 49,000 125,000 1-60 
N.E.R 3,000 9,000 + 2,000 14,000 24,000 — 0-41 
G.W.R. 5,000 + 9,00) 6,000 20,000 51,000 ¢ 1-70 
S.R. 13,000 — 1,500 3,500 + 8,000 20.000 0°85 


London Transport receipts are up by £27,300 cn the week, 


and by £551,000 on the aggregate for the year to date. 


L.N.E.R. Dividends 

Full dividends for the year 
pected on the £48,222,629 of L.N.E.R. 4 per cent. first 
preference stock and on the £4,014,400 of 5 per cent. 
redeemable preference stock which ranks pari passu with 
it. These expectations were pleasantly exceeded by the 
announcement last Friday of 3 per cent. on _ the 
£66, 142,180 0f 4percent.second preference stock, about any 


1936 were confidently ex- 
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distribution on which there had been considerable doubt. 
For 1935 and 1934 the first preference and the 5 per. cent. 
preference had received dividends of 3} per cent. and 
4). per cent. respectively, whereas the second preference 
had received nothing since 1931, when 1 per cent. was 
distributed. The preference payments made for 1935 
required £1,730,322, and those for 1936 will absorb an 
additional amount of £730,014. In the 1935 accounts no 
credit was taken for possibilities of substantial reductions 
in the payments for local rates and to the railway rebates 
fund, and the amount so paid was entered as £1,340,255. 
Last Friday’s announcement, however, made it clear that 
for 1936 the company is taking credit for £755,000 in 
respect of the reduction in rating charges, and that the 
amount to be carried forward is to be increased from 
£40,183 to £66,425. The published railway traffic receipts 
for the year 1936 showed an increase of £1,327,000, but 
it is evident that the greater part of this gain has been 
absorbed by working expenses. Larger outlays have been 
made on maintenance, and the higher price of materials 
and the additional traffic as well as the partial restoration 
of the reductions in salaries and wages have had 
their effect on costs 


made 


* * * * 


Overseas Railway ‘Traffics 

In the 33rd week of the current financial year the traffics 
of Argentine railways were affected by the fact that the 
Carnival holidays occurred in it and the comparison was 
with an ordinary week in the previous year, but the four 
larger systems continue to show substantial 
During the past fortnight the Buenos Ayres Great Southern 
added £118,541 to its previous increase, and the 

gregate receipts are now £62,665 above those for th 
corresponding period of the year 1934-35. With its 
increase of £84,076 in the past two weeks the Centra! 
Argentine now has traffics which are £1,038,153 highet 
than those recorded for the first 34 weeks of 1934-35. 


increases. 


nas 





of Weekl; I Aggrega In 
Week Trat D i lraft Decrease 
j f 

B \ P 3 122,395 1.457 2,911,891 216,96 
Buer 4 , Sou 34 2 7.377 4,751,321 407,360 
Bue Ayres Wester 341 $124 1,605,785 128,639 
nt Argent 3 179.215 $4,074 5,049,075 918,439 
Pa 7 7.400 nA ) > 977,600 39 SLO 
I B Cent I $4t 306,675 $8,700 7,509,975 $72,950 


[The Brazilian free market rate of exchange is rather highe 
at 3d., but the receipts to date of the Great Western and 
of the San Paulo both in currency and sterling are lower. 
[he Leopoldina is better on both counts. 
* * * * 

Southern Railway Meeting 

[Three diverse aspects of electrification were referred to 
by Mr. R. Holland-Martin, Chairman of the Southern 


Railway, in his speech yesterday at the annual general 


meeting. First was that which the experience of recent 
vears has led us to expect, namely, a new high record 
of traffic by electric train. The number of passengers 
thus carried increased over the 1935 record by more 
than 8} millions, with a rise in receipts of £245,000. 


Compared with 1932 the growth in the number of pas 
sengers Was 35 million, or £1,054,000 in receipts—nearly 
17 per cent. The next reference was to the price paid for 
current purchased outside, which had advanced during the 


year by -043d. a unit, compared with an increase of only 
013d. in the cost of current generated by the company 
itself. Mr. Holland-Martin pertinently reminded his 


1udience that when the company was contemplating its 
large extensions of electrification some 17 years ago the 
Government refused permission to build any new power 
station on the ground that it would be impossible to 
generate current so cheaply as it could be bought. To the 
agitation that has developed lately against the extension 
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of third rail electrification, based on its alleged danger to 


life and limb, Mr. Holland-Martin, in his third reference 


to electrification, gave a practical answer that will not be 
easy to dispose of. In any case, when the total of 14 
persons who lost their lives in 1936 by contact with the 
live rails in this country is compared with the casualties 
on the roads, the matter can be regarded in its proper 
proportion. The meeting was most appreciative of the 
Chairman’s able speech, and duly gratified by the progress 
of the past year. 
* * * * 


Northern Counties Committee (L.M.S.R.) 

Results for the year 1936 are notable as showin 
the first time since 1929 a return on capital expenditi 
In the railway gross receipts of £395,887 there wa 
improvement of £31,687, and the loss on working 
reduced from £35,010 to £7,005. 
department rose from £1,392 to £3,081. Road goods an 
passenger services, which earned a profit of £11,151 
1935, were taken over by the Northern Ireland R 


The profit on the hotels 


Transport Board in October, 1935, and in the miscellaneous 


receipts for 1936 there appears a new item of £9,131 
interest on the stocks of that board received as consi 
tion for the transfer. 





1936 1935 193 
4 4 

Capital expenditure . 3,747,214 3,730,730 3,943,511 
Gross receipts from busi 

nesses ; Ee , 461,441 524,863 530.072 
Revenue expenditure on 

ditto bn ae 465,365 547,330 374,430 
Net receipts of ditto a Dr. 3,924 Dr. 22,467 Dy. 44,858 
Miscellaneous receipts, net 15,048 7,228 7,774 
lotal net income .. ne 11,124 Dr.. 15, D 37 84 
Interest, rentals, et 1,242 1 341 
Available for interest on 

ipital 9,882 


Total receipts from railway passengers were £165,673 
of £19,319, towards which increase first class 
tributed £770, or 13 per cent., and third class £18,723 
or 14°16 per cent. Parcels, mails, 
but goods train receipts were £14,353 hig 
£163,897 


increase 


1c] 


le DS, 
* * * * 


Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway 

This company now finds it more economical to operat: 
regular road services fot and livestock 
than rail services and its gross receipts from road transport 
in 1936 amounted to £62,346, compared with railw 
traffic receipts of £21,616. The railway route miles 
operated in 1936 were 803 miles, a reduction of 18} 
owing to the closure of the Buncrana—Carndonagh sectioi 
in December, 1935. A service of motor boats on Loug! 
Swilly worked. 


passengers, goods, 


is also The company began to acqu 


buses for itself in 1929, and its road services are nov 
operated by Transport Undertakings (Ireland) Limit 


the directors of which include all the 
Lough Swilly Board. These road undertakings are 
ally excluded from the operation of the Northern Irelat 
Road Transport Act, 1935. 


sper 


1936 1935 1934 
Receipts of railway, road trans 
port, &c. a 85,278 71,075 64,238 
I xpenditure ; ; 83,910 71,077 65,426 
Net receipts ae me 1,368 D) 2 Dr. 1,188 
Miscellaneous receipts (net 3,882 2,135 2,099 
Total net income 5,250 2,113 911 


Miscellaneous receipts in 1936 included grants-in-aid fron 
the Governments of Northern Ireland and of the Irisi 
Free State of £1,667 and £1,717, respectively, as compare: 
with £1,637 from Northern Ireland in 1935. The fina 
result of the year’s operations in 1936 was a debit balance 
of £1,078. 


i 


&c., brought in £2,604 


mues 
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Londonderry % 
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A Famous Railway-owned Clyde Steamer 

One of the two steamers now being built at the Fair- 
field yard for service on the Firth of Clyde is to replace 
the famous Atalanta, which was built by John Brown & 
Co. in 1906 for the Glasgow & South Western Railway: 
incidentally she was constructed alongside the Lusitania. 
her triple-screw turbine installation was generally 
recarded as a ‘‘ trial horse’’ for the Atlantic record 
breaker. The Atalanta, which was only a small ship of 
480 tons gross, with a shaft horse power of 1,700 and a 
speed of 17 knots, had excellent passenger accommodation. 
She was launched practically ready for service in April, 
1906, and was employed on different routes where the 
demand occurred, but generally running down to the Kyles 
of Bute. In spite of her small size this vessel was commis- 
sioned as a transport for the Expeditionary Force early 
in 1915, renamed Atalanta IT to avoid confusion, and was 
later converted to a fast minesweeper to work ahead ot 
the fleet. Upon railway grouping in 1923, she was trans- 
ferred to the L.M.S.R. and continued a popular career 
as a passenger carrier. 

* * * * 


Road Wages Regulation 

lhe last public session—on February 18—of the Govern- 
ment Committee set up to consider the question of the 
regulation of wages and conditions of employment in the 
road transport industry (goods), was devoted to receiving 
supplementary evidence from the National Joint Concilia- 
tion Board. The committee has sat at intervals since July, 
1936, and during many sittings the problem of the “‘ C ” 
licence holder has attracted much attention, while strong 
opposition has been directed against the idea that wages 
and conditions should be regulated by Government control. 
Last week, with the intention of overcoming some of these 
objections, the representatives of the National Joint Con- 
ciliation Board put forward certain proposals, which are 
briefly recorded on page 397 of this issue. A mass of 
evidence on all aspects of the subject has been collected, 
nd it is not too much to say that the report and recom- 
mendations of the committee will be awaited with keen 
interest by road transport operators throughout the 
country. We appreciate that the task of the committee is 

eedingly difficult, but it is generally recognised that 
some regulation of wages is essential, for as was stated 
on behalf of the railway companies in November last, 
‘it is manifestly to the detriment of the railway com- 
panies, as road operators, and to the detriment of their 
subsidiary road undertakings, and indeed of all road 
transport undertakings which conform to remuneration and 
conditions of service properly determined, that they should 
have to face the competition of undertakings which in no 
way conform to the remuneration and conditions deter- 
mined by appropriate authorities.”’ 


* * * * 


Train Numbering 

it is curious that in the country in which railways 
had their birth so little has been done to simplify the 

ferences to individual trains. For example, the pas- 
senger about to reserve a seat still writes or telephones 
that he wants it in, say, ‘‘ the 5.50 p.m. train from King’s 
Cross to Bradford,’’ or whatever train it may be. Apart 
from a limited use of identification numbers for telegraph- 
ing purposes, even the railways themselves, in their inter- 
nai correspondence, refer to trains largely by their times, 
starting-pionts, and destinations. On Continental and 
American railways, however, trains are almost invariably 
identified, both officially and publicly, by their numbers. 
Although not all Continental railways are equally sys- 
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tematic in their numbering methods, some, like the French 
Etat, have their numbers so admirably arranged that from 
the train number the route, direction, and description of 
train are all immediately apparent. Other French lines, 
like the Nord, not merely print the train numbers in their 
timetables and timesheets, but the engines carry the num- 
bers of their trains prominently on their buffer-beams, 
with the additional refinement of illumination at night, and 
these numbers are of considerable use to the public as well 
as to the operating staffs, especially at busy junctions. 
The only English railway whose engines carry train identi- 
fication numbers is the Southern, but for official use only, 
the significance of these numbers being unknown to the 
public. 
* * * * 


The Externals of the Locomotive 

Although the simplified exterior of locomotives in 
America and certain other countries is largely due to the 
cult of streamlining, there were, prior to this, some indi- 
cations of a tendency to improve appearance by removing 
from sight certain of the more prominent features of equip- 
ment. This tendency had become somewhat pronounced 
in the United States, following the visits of the G.W.R. 
“King ’’ and the L.M.S.R. ‘‘ Royal Scot ’’ engines, 
which created a favourable impression among American 
railway engineers both as regards smoothness of exterior 
and general excellence of finish. On the Continent also 
there would appear to be a growing opinion in favour of 
simplifying the outward appearance of the locomotive, 
not by sacrificing any of the equipment, but by finding 
positions for some of the components where they cannot 
be seen, instead of placing as much as possible on the 
outside and thus tending to convey that a modern loco- 
motive is a very complicated and intricate machine. There 
is, on the other hand, something to be said for placing 
equipment details, such as may require attention fairly 
frequently, in positions where they are readily accessible, 
thus removing the criticism that although an actual repair 
job itself takes only an hour or so to complete, many 
more hours are absorbed in removing and replacing other 
parts, without which the vital repair cannot be effected. 
Something between the two extremes is now being adopted 
with advantage on many railways abroad. 

* * * * 

Railway Scenes as Poster Subjects 

Acceleration, and its portent in the shape of high-speed 
test runs, has quickened public interest in railway equip- 
ment. The present is therefore an opportune time to 
introduce railway scenes into pictorial advertising, as is 
well demonstrated by some posters we have received from 
the L.M.S.R. All admirers of speed—who seem to repre- 
sent a formidable proportion of the public in these days— 
will be attracted by Bryan de Grineau’s dashing study of 
an L.M.S.R. express, in which the splash and flurry of 
picking up water at speed is cleverly used to enhance the 
idea of rapid motion. ‘‘ Ready for the Road,’’ a scene 
at Camden shed by Norman Wilkinson, has the unfailing 
fascination of ‘‘ a peep behind the scenes,’’ and, bowing 
to the modern public demand for intimate detail, is accom- 
panied by a brief account of the motive power based on 
the depot. In his ‘‘ Willesden No. 7 Box,’’ the same artist 
evokes memories of that comfortable delegation of respon- 
sibility for his safe transport with which the traveller 
composes himself for a night on the train. Both artists 
achieve, by the discreet insertion of technical detail, an 
authentic railway atmosphere, and we think the public wiil 
in consequence find their work more interesting than those 
bold presentations of impressionistic outline which some- 
times do duty for trains in posters. 
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London & North Eastern Railway 
UNDER practically every head, with the exception of 

coal for export, the revenues earned by the company 
during 1936 have shown moderate increases. On the other 
hand, large increases in expenditure, mainly in the renewal 
of rolling stock, prevented the net revenue showing a 
correspondingly satisfactory improvement. The gross 
railway receipts at £46,883,485 are £1,737,836 in excess 
of those for 1935, but the net revenue at £9,141,395 is 
up only £770,022. Passenger train receipts total 
£16,970,552 (an increase of £504,285); merchandise 
and livestock #£17,225,923 (+ £724,949); and coal 
£12,305,219 (+ £487,891). These totals are, of 
course, substantially below the figures for 1929, the respec- 
tive decreases on this basis of comparison being 
£2,127,000, £4,627,000, and £1,827,000. Passenger train 
receipts in 1936 account for 36-2 per cent. of the total 
receipts, against 36-47 in 1935. The tonnage of freight 
traffic carried in 1936 was 6,263,565 tons, or 5-07 per cent. 
than in 1935, while the number of passenger 
journeys (excluding season tickets) increased by 5,495,998 
or 2:73 per cent. Freight engine mileage increased by 
3,652,436 or 424 per cent. and the passenger engine 
by 1,727,449 or 2-20 per cent. The following 
table compares results for the past three years :— 

1936 1935 1934 


} f f 


greater 


mileage 


Total expenditure on capi- 
tal account , . 
Gross receipts from _ busi- 
nesses carried on by the 
company Py - 
Revenue expenditure on 


351,736,607 351,554,147 351,333,741 


53,943,907 51,818,934 51,376,256 


ditto m3 ~e hy 45,146,124 43,945,267 43,521,169 
Net receipts of ditto 8,797,783 7,873,667 7,855,087 
a Joint Lines—com- 

pany’s proportion of net 

revenue .. in ai 315,956 284, 100 258,199 
Miscellaneous receipts (net) 992,404 1,162,409 1,177,889 
Miscellaneous charges 964,748 948,803 943,029 


9,141,395 8,371,373 


2) 


Net revenue ‘s a 

Interest on -loans and 
debenture stocks, &« 

Dividends on guaranteed 


,348, 146 


4,274,263 4,263,349 4,253,298 


and preference stocks 4,890,890 4,160,875 4,158,458 
Balance after payment of 

preference dividends ; Dy, 23,758 Dy. 52,850 Dr, 63,610 
Deficit ee a - 23,758 52,850 63,610 
Appropriation from reserve 50,000 50,000 50,000 
Balance brought forward 

from previous year ‘ 40,182 43,034 56,643 
Balance carried forward to 

subsequent year 66,425 40,182 43,034 


As already mentioned, the net revenue for the year 
vas £9,141,395; together with the balance of £40,182 
brought forward from the previous year, and an appro- 
priation of £50,000 from general reserve, a sum of 
£9,231,577 is available. After providing for all fixed 
charges and paying the dividends to which we refer in 
an editorial note on page 361, a balance of £66,425 is 
left to be carried forward. Net expenditure on capital 
account for the year amounted to £182,461 only, but 
capital expenditure for the current year is estimated at 
£4,901,000, of which over £1,800,000 are for works 
scheduled to the London Passenger Transport (Agree- 
ment) Act, 1935, or the Railways (Agreement) Act, 1935, 
and £2,546,000 for additions and improvements to loco- 
motives, carriages, and wagons. Work has been begun 
on a number of the improvements to be carried out under 
the Railways (Agreement) Act, 1935, and expenditure 
on these works up to December 31 last was £843,734. 
The preparation of plans and other prelimittary work in 
connection with the electrification to be carried out by 
the company under the London Passenger Transport 
(Agreement) Act, 1935, is proceeding, and it is expected 
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that constructional work will be started in the near ft 


ure. 
Of the schemes undertaken as a result of the remission 
of passenger duty granted under the Finance Act, |929, 


two remain to be completed; the total amount expended 
under this head up to the end of last year was £1,495. 102. 


It is gratifying to be able to record a credit balance 
in the steamships account for the first time since 1931. 


An increase of £64,165 in receipts, coupled with « de- 
crease of £1,027 in expenditure, converted the |! of 
£44,474 in 1935 into a profit of £20,718 in 1936. The 
company’s Harwich Continental services carried 13-7 per 
cent. more passengers than in 1935, and 63 per cent. 
more than in 1931; the improvement was most murked 
in the Hook of Holland service. Cargo carryings were 
183,634 tons, an increase of 17,963 tons, or 10-8 per « 

in spite of restrictions on Continental trade 
Antwerp dock strike which lasted for three weeks in 
Although traffic by the Harwich—Zeebrugge train terry 
was seriously depleted through the cessation of trade with 
Italy during the early part of the year, a welcome im 
provement during the last few months resulted in the 
total tonnage for the year being slightly higher than in 
1935. The new train ferry service inaugurated by the 
Southern Railway in October between Dover and Dun- 
kerque will be in competition with the L.N.E.R. Har- 
wich—Zeebrugge service, but, as a result of negotiations, 
a satisfactory agreement has been reached between the 
L.N.E.R. and the Southern Railway whereby the c 

petition will be confined in extent and joint efforts will 
be made to develop traffic by both routes. The total 
amount invested in the shares of associated bus companies, 
at the end of 1936, was £2,353,467. The dividends and 
other sums received during the year amounted io 
€232,201, representing a return at the rate of 9°87 pei 
cent., compared with 8-76 per cent. in the previous year. 
A portion of the revenue related to capital which was 
held for part of the year only, and the total income 
is equivalent to an annual return of 10-01 per cent. In 
addition, the net savings accruing to the company from 
the closing of branch lines for passenger traffic, reductions 
of train services made possible by the employment of 
bus services, and other measures of co-ordination, 
amounted during the year to approximately £99,000. 


and € 


* * * * 


Great Southern Railways 


HERE was no change of importance in the route mile- 
age of railways worked by this company during 1936 

in comparison with 1935, but further developments took 
place in road transport. As is already well known, the 
company, under the Road Transport Act of 1933 has been 
given a controlled monopoly of road transport in its own 
districts in the Irish Free State outside certain specified 
areas round ports, &c. Capital expenditure in 1936 in- 
cluded £192,947 for payments on account of acquisition of 
road transport undertakings, £31,669 for parcels and goods 
road vehicles, and £68,348 for passenger road vehicles 
It has increased its stock of road motors for goods and 
parcels from 600 to 647, and its stock of omnibuses from 
287 to 308, but the number of horse wagons and carts has 
been reduced from 381 to 365. The road transport gross 
receipts of £958,826 in 1936 showed an improvement ol 
£128,147. Passengers and parcels brought in £538,517, 
an increase of £36,232, and in the goods receipts of 
£370,222 there was an advance of £88,416. Expenditure 
on road transport, however, advanced from £743,972 to 
£902,686, and the net receipts were £30,567 lower, al 
£56,140. Amongst other ancillary businesses the hotels 
department increased its profits from £9,369 to £14,024 
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the loss on the canal was reduced from £4,346 to 


an 
£4,245, but docks, harbours, and wharves gave net 
receipts of £1,364, compared with £2,056 in 1935. The 


mpanying table compares the general financial position 
for the past three years :— 


1936 1935 1934 
, L £ 
Tot expenditure on capital 
ount .. oe a 30,863,778 30,515,167 30,162,688 
Gre receipts from businesses 4,366,923 4,140,958 3,857,559 
Revenue expenditure on ditto 3,894,671 3,653,165 3,457,544 
Net receipts of ditto Js 472,252 487,793 400,015 
Mi laneous receipts... a 36,540 57,974 106,847 
| net income a aa 508,792 545,767 506,862 
Int st, rentals and other 
fixed charges .. rv a 348,401 360,684 358,770 
Dividend on guaranteed pre- 
nce stock .. oe 2 155,454 194,298 155,415 
Surplus or deficit ( or —) a 4,937 9,215 7,323 
Brought forward .. 29,670 38,885 46,208 
Carried forward 34,607 29,670 38,885 


iilway gross receipts amounted in 1936 to £3,262,201, 
an increase of £81,496, or 2°56 per cent. In the railway 
expenditure of £2,857,233 there was at the same time an 
increase of £70,535, or 2°53 per cent., and the railway 
traffic operating ratio rose from 87-85 per cent. to 87-88 
per cent. Railway net receipts were £404,968, an increase 
of £10,961. Miscellaneous receipts were £21,434 down, 
because of the fall in rents and general interest, and of 
the fact that last year they included £12,622 profit from 
of investments. Interest charges, &c., are lower be- 
cause of a credit of £18,807 for surplus of income tax, 
offset to some extent by £6,000 interest on an issue of 
£400,000 of 4 per cent. redeemable (1942) debenture 
stock. The dividend payment on the 4 per cent. guaran- 
teed stock includes the dividend in arrear for 1935 as 
well as the full dividend for the year 1936, so that now 
there are no arrears on this stock. A year ago arrears 
for the years 19383 and 1934 were paid, and the larger 
amount then distributed was due to the fact that the divi- 
dend for the first half of 1933 was payable on the 
£3,885,374 of stock as it stood before its reduction to 
£1,943,167 under the Railways Act, 1933. Passenger 
train traffics as a whole amounted to £1,294,987, an in- 
of £16,891. Receipts from passengers (£851,698) 
showed an improvement of only £5,826, entirely in the 
First class were slightly lower, representing 
765 per cent. of the total railway passenger receipts, 
as compared with 7-9 per cent. in 1935. In the goods train 
receipts of £1,943,283 there was an increase of £62,679, 
or 3-33 per cent. Capital expenditure in 1936 included 
£19,801 on locomotives, £5,600 on Pullman coaches, and 
£35,578 on bogie coaches. The stock of restaurant cars 
has been increased from 11 to 14. 





salt 


clease 


third class. 


4-6-4 + 4-6-4 


W ITH this unique wheel arrangement and having several 

other noteworthy features incorporated in its design, 
the remarkable locomotive of which an illustrated descrip- 
tion appears on page 375 of the present issue, marks yet 
another advance in the planning and construction of articu- 
lated locomotives for service on narrow or, indeed, any 
of railway laid with light sections of rail. In 
designing engines to meet special needs in which (1) a 
high tractive power is required, and (2) individual axle 
loads must be kept down, there is set a problem which 
can be solved only by the adoption of special measures, 
calling, even when conditions are not extreme, for the 
adoption of the articulated principle of construction, often- 
times in a highly developed form. Tractive force can 
be obtained in more ways than one, which are, however, 
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subject to the limitations of circumstance. Where con- 
ditions deinand a high power output coupled with maxi- 
mum flexibility of wheelbase, and ample adhesion weight 
co-related to light axle loadings, then, in order to avoid 
double-heading with its sacrifice of economy and other 
disadvantages, resort must be had to articulated loco- 
motives, which provide what is required in single unit 
form, and without imposing undue stress on the permanent 
Way and structures. 

The Beyer-Garratt 4-6-4 + 4-6-4 locomotives recently 
built for the Sudan Railways worthily demonstrate what 
experience can achieve to meet these circumstances. The 
use of four 4-wheeled bogies in one engine has already 
been characterised as unique, for so we believe it to be, 
and those concerned with locomotive matters will at once 
rcalise the advantage of having groups of coupled wheels 
preceded by a 4-wheeled bogie under all conditions of 
running. This last feature in itself is not, of course, 
unique, for many wheel arrangements provide it, but its 
value is greatly enhanced where, as in this case, the engine 
has two independent groups of coupled wheels, the one 
following the other through all the intricacies that may be 
presented by the track layout. The other advantage, and 
the reason for its introduction here, is the increased 
capacity of coal, and particularly water, it permits. The 
service conditions under which these new engines will work 
may be gauged from the particulars of the railway itself 
incorporated in the article on page 375, and the design 
of the locomotive as a whole should be considered in con- 
junction with these particulars, and not merely as a new 
type. Much ingenuity has been expended in working out 
the details of the design, and, after inspection at the 
builder’s works, we ourselves formed the opinion that 
although possessing extreme flexibility of wheel arrange- 
ment, the engine will prove itself to have a stability on 
the treck equal to the acknowledged reputation of 
its type. 

It is, perhaps, unnecessary to call attenton to the boiler 
and its proportions, amplitude in this direction being 
recognised as a strong point in Beyer-Garratt design. 
Nevertheless the provision of 2,400 sq. ft. of heating sur- 
face, none of it more than 12 ft. 5 in. distant from the 
firebox, and 43:2 sq. ft. of grate area, on a 3 ft. 6 in. 
gauge locomotive designed to work on 50-lb. rails are 
features not to be disregarded. Nor is the fact that in 
the circumstances detailed, with a relatively moderate 
boiler pressure and a 12-ton maximum axle load, the trac- 
tive effort at 85 per cent. of the boiler pressure amounts 
to 43,520 lb. This, as is stated in the article on pages 375- 
379 represents a 48 per cent. increase over that of the 
eight-coupled engines allowed to run over the same 50-lb. 
track of the Sudan Railways, and an appreciable increase 
also over the heavier engines having the same wheel 
arrangement. We believe the new locomotives to be the 
most powerful in the world built for service on this weight 
of rail. 








VISIBLE WARNING OF APPROACH.—In Germany, as in 
this country, motorists are forbidden to sound their horns 
at night, and it has been the practice for some time for 
drivers to give warning of their approach by flashing their 
headlights on and off. A device has now been perfected 
which converts the audible horn after dark into a visible 
horn, so that, as the horn button is pressed, instead of 
sounding, it connects with the headlights, causing them to 
flash four times in a second. The merit of the arrange- 
ment, which, we gather, has attained considerable popu- 
larity in Germany, is that the driver is able to make the 
same motion both by day and night and give the appro- 
priate legal warning without further thought. 
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LETTERS .TO THE EDITOR 


(The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correspondents) 


The Matriarch of Train Ferries 
February 18 
To tHE Epiror or THE RaILtway GAZETTE 

Sir,—Mavy I correct an error made by your correspondent- 
Mr. Macdonald—in your issue of February 5. He says 

There never was a train ferry across the Tay.’’ I can 
only assume he is too young to have seen it, as I have done, 
and seen many hundreds of goods trucks hauled up out of 
the old P.S. Leviathan or her two sister ships. I am not 
prepared after all these years to say that the Midlothian 
was there, but I remember there were three on the run 
though one may have come round from Granton as a relief. 
I believe one was called William Muir. The two passenger 
steamers were the Auld Reekie and the Thane of Fife. 
They lived at Tavport, a small harbour on the Fife side, 
and crossed to Broughty Ferry on the Angus shore, about 
3 miles down river from Dundee. From the pier a branch 
line ibout 4 a mile long—over rising grades and all reverse 
joined the Dundee and Arbroath line at Barnhill 
Junction, where all trains had to reverse. It was a single 
line, with only one loco. in steam allowed. Prior to 1877, 
when the first Tay bridge was opened, all goods and passenger 
traffic was worked to and from Dundee East station by the 
Caledonian Railway. The goods ferry was then closed, but 
after the fall of the Tay bridge in December, 1879, the 
passenger traffic was re-started, only this time by the N.B.R. 
from Tay Bridge station through the Dock Street tunnel, 
though the C.R. still worked the branch. The pier was close 
to the old castle, and the goods steamers had a small 
sheltered harbour on the east side, whilst the passenger boats 
used the west side, or at H.W.O.S.T the cross end, but 
only if the tide suited, as there was a strong current on 
the ebb 

Whilst the present Tay Bridge was being built all the 
Fife goods traffic to the north was worked round by Perth 
via Caledonian Railway under the running powers. I 
believe the whole place was dismantled and the little harbour 
was acquired by the Government during the war. In case 
you may doubt my knowledge, may I add that I lived at 
3roughty Ferry for a time, as I crossed the old Tay Bridge 
as a student at St. Andrews (and latterly the steam ferry) 


curves, 


and was later an engineering pupil at Dundee till 1886. 
Yours faithfully, 
W. H. H. 
Railway Catering 
56, St. Mary’s Mansions, 
Paddington, W.2, February 20 
To tHE Epiror or THe Rattway GAZETTI 
SIR he editorial reference in your issue of January 1 
to the “ popular and ever-widening appeal of the London 


& North Eastern Railway buffet cars is very opportune 
During the coming summer many foreign tourists will be 
omparing the catering and hotel accommodation of the 
sritish railways with what is now offered abroad, and it 
that the Great Western Railway, on 
whose system a 2s. 6d. ‘‘ short lunch has long been avail 
newer buffet cars are no less attractive than 
those of the L.N.E.R. North Eastern Area, has already 
announced a further step towards ‘‘ popular’’ catering on 
trains But that ‘‘ Olympian standard ’’ which still obtains 
on certain restaurant cars is not exemplified only by the ‘‘ no 
meat meal under 3s. G6d.’’ slogan to which vou allude. 
The passenger, for instance, who takes his tea between 
Liverpool and Leeds on one of the trains formed of L.N.E.R 
stock has an excellent inclusive meal at 1s.—on other cars, 
in the same territory, he will pay an ascending price (accord 
ing to his appetite) which may easily double the North- 
Eastern charge, and he may have the further pleasure of 
watching an attendant whose special duty it is to record 


every morse! of food he takes, over and above the exiguous 


is sSatistactory to'see 


ibl ind whose 


official ration,’’ for subsequent inclusion, as an extra, on 


his bill! If he lunches on a North-Eastern area station 
he has at 2s. a table d’hote meal for which the adjacent 
refreshment-room of another group still rigorously demands 
it least 2s. 6d., and the same variation in tariff extends 
to the hotels. As the guest of one group, he will pay 10s 


or more for an arctic bedroom, while across the 


he is charged 7s. 6d. or 8s. for a room equipped with a 


‘‘slot’’ electric or gas fire—a simple and inexpensiv id- 
junct to comfort, which can be given when costly ‘‘ moderni- 
sation ’’ is impracticable. Finally, he will compare thy 
appeal of the buffet car, with its neatly laid-up tables and 
its display of food and tariff, with the restaurant car offered 
him elsewhere—its tables at tea-time bare or covered with 
soiled cloth, and the staff in their shirt-sleeves taking a 
siesta at one end of the car—and wonder why, when some 
75 tons of dining-car are being hauled over routes where the 
demand for elaborate table d’hote meals is small, some effort 
is not made to attract the passenger by better “‘ displ 


and a moderate tariff. 
Yours faithfully, 
R. E. CHARLEWOO 


The Russian Railways 


Auchterarder. 
February 23 
To THE Epiror oF THE RAILWAY GAZETTI 

Str,—The very interesting old letter you printed on p. 933 
of vour issue of December 4, 1936, shatters another of my life 
long illusions. I was always led to believe that the 5-ft. 
Russian gauge arose because they wanted to prevent Prussian 
stock pouring on to their rails in the case of an invasion. 

May I, in some fear therefore, give another Russian 
railway point? When the Czar wanted a line to connect 
the old and new capitals—as it were Edinburgh and London 
in our two Kingdoms and practically the same distanc« 
he set up an Imperial Commission to advise him as to a 
route It fell to fighting, one half favoured a line by Crewe 
and Carlisle the other felt towns would be best served via 
York and Berwick. The Czar sent for his advisers and 
listened for a long time to the dispute. Then he drew his 
sword and using it as a ruler drew a straight line from 
Moscow to St. Petersburg. (He called it ‘‘ Petersburg 
since Peter the Great is not in the catalogue of the Holy 
Orthodox Church’s saints). And pronounced his ukase, 

[hat is the railway between them.’’ 

When 36 years ago I studied the Imperial Russian Rail 
ways under H.H. Prince Chilkoff—that prince of Transport 
Ministers of Siberian Railway fame—there was nine feet of 
snow and the monotony of 400 miles dead straight and d id 
flat and with almost no buildings was a daymare of blindness 
from a strong sun off dazzling snow. Our train got through 
from Moscow to St. Petersburg as we had the Imperial m iils 
and an Imperial Grand Duke on board. The one line was 
kept open by tens of thousands of peasants digging the snow 
as it fell with wooden spades. We stopped alongside of a 
snowed-up freight train and I heard my conductor talk across 
into the cab. I asked him what the driver had said. I 
asked him how long he had been stuck and he said, ‘ Three 
1 said, ‘When do you hope to move on’ and hi 


Coll-Earn, 


days.’ 
said, ‘God alone knows.’ 

My cousin brought a like story from India. In the Indian 
Mail train when it stopped he looked out and saw a very 
old Hindu tapping the wheels. He asked him how long he 
had done that work and was told nigh 50 years. ‘‘ And 
what for do you tap the wheels?’’ The startling reply came, 

God only knows.’’ Perhaps the old soul thought it was a 
Christian piece of ritual to bring safety to the train! 

I remain, faithfully yours, 
NORMAN DORAN MACDONALD 
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Profit-Sharing Proposals 


26, Hillside Road, Hillside, 
Nr. Southport, Lancs. 

To THE EpItoR OF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
S [The reference in THE Rattway Gazetre of Feb- 
19 to profit-sharing proposals recalls a form of bonus 
distribution of profits (or rather, of excess earnings) that 
force on one of the principal Spanish railways long 


February 21 


bef The Railway News articles of 1911. The scheme was 
described in my book ‘‘ The Railways of Spain,’’ in 1923, in 
the llowing words: 

vofit Sharing in Spain. The Madrid Caceres & 
Pr zal Railway Company for many years past has dis 


tributed among its staff a bonus contingent on the increase 
ss receipts over those of 1900. The whole of the staff 
ipates in the distribution, from general manager down- 
but the amount varies in inverse ratio to the rate of 
Five per cent. of the increase (if any) is allotted to 
staff in a varying scale. The lowest paid employees 
receive the equivalent of 45 days pay and so on for the 
paid grades to 20 days pay at the other end of the 

scale, or less in proportion if the increase is insufficient, while 
iny surplus is again divided up pyro rata. In 1921, for 
example, although the company paid no dividend, there was 
1900 figures, the 5 per cent. amounting 
which was sufficient to provide a bonus 
1c lower paid ratings equivalent to 67 days pay on the 
pre-war It is perhaps hardly fair to call this ‘ profit 
as the company made no profit, but it is a highly 


lair mcrease Ove! 


to 690,682 pesetas, 


rates. 


na;r Oo 


popular method of interesting the staff generally in the 
rity of the railway.”’ 

The Madrid Caceres Company enjoyed a comparative 

immunity from labour troubles, but to what extent this 

it fairly have been attributed to the operation of the 


difficult to savy. 
Yours faithfully, 
GEORGE L. 


scheme it would be 


BOAG 


he British Railway Stockholders Union, Limited 
25, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 
February 23 
[fo tHE Eprror oF THE RAILWAY GAZETTI 
Sir,—Your leading article fills me with despair. It brings 


to me how utterly impossible it is to get people t 


ise a proposal in all its possibilities. You try to take 
up a high hill to show him a vast territory and he 
it the bottom and complains about a stone! 


lo come to what is relevant I want an arrangement so 
that the most dull-witted porter in the service of 
ompanies, shifting a crate into a truck, will, spitting 

s hands, remark: There goes another sixpence for 
Probably you agree with me. From what I know 

| RAILway GAZETTE, I feel sure you will do. Sut the 

( 1e you reprint from The Railway News of 1911, while 
extremely interesting, is so complicated that after 
working on it for forty-eight hours I would not myself dare 


In short, with 
the scheme that the companies 
for themselves. 

have left the railways for the 


given set of circumstances. 
great respect, it is precisely 

| be trusted to think of 
Within a month I shall 


t ply it in any 


being, possibly for good and all. This letter has all 
responsibility of the tomb. Taking full advantage of 
that consideration, I should like to outline what I take t 
essentials of an effective proposal : 
1) It must be a scheme agreed by labour and _ stock- 
lders as equitable to both parties. 
b) It must be so simple that the most stupid stock- 


lder, waiting for his train, can discuss it on the platform 
] dullest of porters. 


n the 
It must lend itself to propaganda amongst the men, 


» should constantly be informed, by bulletins, signed by 
General Manager, how things are going. (‘‘ We have 
scored heavily during the past three weeks. Net revenue 


this period will probably approximate to £x of which 
{y will be divisible amongst the staff (all grades)). 

/) It must be capable of personal application by every 

mber of the staff (‘‘ Every man who slacks is robbing 
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his pals. Team work wins the cash.’’). (‘‘ Do you know 
what your share of the profits will amount to at the end 

of the year?—£100 for the most accurate forecast.’’) (‘‘ Are 

the stockholders in your district pulling their weight? They 

can frequently influence traffic the right way. Perhaps a 

word from you would remind them that we are all in the 

same team. We want the traffic! ! ’’). 

(e) It must be capable of becoming so much a part of a 
worker’s thoughts that anything in the nature of a cessation 
of work will infuriate him. 

(if) Any suggestion of putting representatives of the men 
on the boards is utterly ridiculous. The worker is entitled 
to good wages. Anything given him above that is a gift 
to which the giver alone can attach conditions. In any 
event a sensible scheme will be so simple that every porter 
will be able to say from the amount paid to the stock- 
holders what will be the amount to be divided amongst 


the men. After payment of full wages and interest on 
debenture and guaranteed stocks, every £1 of revenue 


available for dividends should be divided in agreed pro 

portions between stockholders and men. (‘‘ If my share 

is so and so, yours must be such and such.’’). 

I am told that labour will not agree to anything on these 
lines. Has anyone attempted to find out what they will 
agree to? In any case, who owns the railways, who is sup- 
posed to control them? Are we always to be dominated 
by the least intellectual amongst us? Does anyone really 
suppose that without leadership and courage anything worth 
while can be created? 

Of course the railways can do it. Look at the journals 
published today by the L.M.S.R. for its staff. Such efforts 
would have rendered the board of the old L.N.W.R. utterly 
speechless. Yes, but look at the traffic returns, dragged 
from endless difficulties by the courage and will of men who 
know what they want. Things can be done—that is the 
easiest part of it. What is difficult is to find the men who 
can do them. 

Yours very truly, 


ASHLEY BROWN 


Railway Carriage Pictures 
Southern Railway, General Manager’s Office, 
Waterloo Station, S.E.1. February 22 
To THE Eptror oF THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 
Sir,—I read with interest my friend Mr. Lambert’s letter 
to THE RAILWay Gazette of February 19 with regard to the 
tbeve subject. The photographer labours under three acute 
disadvantages as compared with the artist. 
1.—The fact that the photographer has to take the com- 
position of his photograph as he finds it, whereas the artist 
can leave out an ugly building or an ugly tree, and still 
a picture which is sufficiently like the place to be 
idvertised to enable it to compete in this respect with a 
photograph. 
2.—The colour limits the 
graphs to an amazing extent. 


make 


lack of possibilities of photo 


3.—The photographer has often to wait weeks or months 
before he can obtain what he requires, owing to bad 
weather conditions, whereas the artist can combine the 
various effects he sees in one picture. 

It is for these and also owing to the influence 
of the films, that photography in these days is mostly con- 
cerned with close-ups and human figures, which for the most 
part are independent of lighting and weather effects. 

lo obtain a really good landscape photograph with cloud 
effects and lighting in the right place, it may be necessary 
often to wait for months. This precludes the really good 
landscape photo from being cheap. Therefore, while I agree 
with Mr. Lambert’s that the photographic work 
allows a much wider range of views, yet it was because of 
their expense that the experiment was made with regard to 
Donald Maxwell’s sketches, which were so very much cheaper 
than photographs. 


reasons, 


remarks 


Yours faithfully, 
C. GRASEMANN 
Public Relations and Advertising Officer. 
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British Standard Glossary of 
Terms Used in Railway Signalling. 
sritish Standards Institution Speci- 
fication No. 719—1936.) London: Bri- 
tish Standards Institution, 28, Victoria 


Street, S.W.1. 84 in. 53 in. 57 pp. 
Price 2s. net (post free 2s. 2d.).—Signal 
engineers have for some time been 


feeling the need of a standardised set of 
technical definitions, confusion being 
likely to arise from appliances being 
sometimes differently named by the 
various railways and manufacturers 
Signalling having now become stan- 
dardised as to fundamental principles 
and devices, this specification will be 
very useful, coming after that covering 
signalling symbols, as it will enable a 
certain uniformity to be 
obtained in signalling descriptions and 
instructions Glossaries of signalling 
terms have, of course, appeared before, 
especially in America, as appendices to 
text books, or as official public ations of 
the Association of American Railroads, 
into which the work of the old Railway 


Signal 


degree of 


Association’ was absorbed some 
time ago; but little has been 
covering British practice It is sur 
prising to see how many definitions are 
found necessary in this subject, there 
being some 630 main headings in the 
present specification, with a number of 
sub-headings in certain important cases 


done 


The Pioneer : The 


Railway. 5t 


Story of a 
Florida East Coast 
\ugustine Florida published by the 
Receivers of the Florida East Coast 
Railway 8} in. 5? in. 32 pp 
Phis is a well-produced brochure 
issued at the end of last year to mark the 
jubilee of what is known as the Flagler 


eTatis 


system namely, the Florida East 
Coast Railway and associated enter 
prises Mr. Henry Morrison Flagler 


justly described as the pioneer of the 
East Coast of Florida, for he not only 


projected and built the railway which 
ned up this coa but also estab 
d the Flagler system hotels and 


ited the advertising campaign which 


has made a wilderness into a million 
playground Until 1883 there 
railway betwee Jacksonville 
St \ugustine and adventurous 
ellers who to visit the 

14 plac 1 ement f 1565 
ravelled by boat down the St. John’s 
to Tocoi, and there transferred 
to t le-} railway that 
( | t to the outskirts of their 
destination Th line, known as th 

St. John’s Railway, was 


chartered 


1858S and completed shortly before the 


( Wa Its permanent way 
t | I ral L1cl ¢ M cle Ta 
| ler, wl S ( f t founders 
r Sta irl O ( Dal i 1 had 
( t il Lil ill } ip the ae 
D1 t E tl t it the end 
f 1885. Just over two years later 
aug unihication mn tie southern 


States was completed and enabled the 


rst through all-Pullman vestibule train 


to be run from Jersey City to Jackson- 
ville on January 10, 1888. Two years 
later Flagler opened a railway bridge 
over the St. John’s River at Jacksonville 

one of the first steel bridges in the 
south—and the way was open for the 
East Coast of Florida to be developed. 
The railway was inaugurated to Miami 
on April 22, 1896. Subsequently Flag- 
ler successfully undertook the task of 
bridging the Florida keys to Key West 
and on January 22, 1912, he rode 
triumphantly across this well-known 
‘oversea ’’ railway. It will be recalled 
that on September 2, 1935, a storm 
of unprecedented intensity practically 
destroyed the 40 miles of line on the 
Florida keys, and the train service 
has since terminated at Florida City. 
Although this spectacular part of the 
enterprise is no more, the main under- 
taking of the Florida East Coast 
Railway remains as a lasting memorial 
to Flagler’s work, and this jubilee 
booklet tells a fascinating ‘‘ story of a 
pioneer.” 

City of Birmingham Handbook, 

1937. Birmingham: City of Birming- 
ham Information Bureau, Council House. 
9} in 6 in. 316 pp. Illustrated. 
\ new edition has reached us of this 
handsome illustrated handbook, the 
1936 edition of which was reviewed in 
our issue for April 24 last year. It is 
again an interesting guide to the history 
and present activities of the city, with 
local transport well represented in the 
section on civic undertakings. There is 
an outline description of the proposed 
Elmdon airport, to replace that at 
Castle Bromwich at present used by 
the Railway Air Services routes. The 
present plans of the Airport Committee 
envisage the completion of the prelimi- 
nary scheme by the spring of 1938, 
after which the area available and 
amenities for passengers will increas¢ 
towards the ultimate goal of an airport 
fully in keeping with the importance of 
Birmingham 


Easter Tours.—The National Union 
of Students, 3, Endsleigh Street, Lon 
don, W.C.1 Easter 
holiday programm« Numerous oppor 
tunities for enthusiasts 


has published its 


winter sports 


ire listed, and there is also a section 
showing walking and sailing holidays in 
England \ 17-day tour has been 
arranged in Russia, visiting Leningrad 


scheduled outwards 
steamer to Copen 
hagen and Helsingfors 


train then 


1d Moscow, and 


nd sleeping ul 


‘Ttorward 


Seeing Britain and Ireland.—1/h 
Coronation year Is an opportune moment 


for the ippearant of this attractive 
illustrated guide to holidays in these 
lands, neatly bound in a blue cover 
bearil a humorous sketch of figure 


in the national dress of England, Wales 
scotland, and Ireland. It is the produc- 
tion of Dean & Limited, 7, 
Blandford Square, N.W.I 
whose arrangements include rail, road 


Dawson 


London 
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and air travel, and. coasting trips round 
Scotland and the Western Isles. Prices 
of the tours are given from the prin ipal 
provincial towns, these including third 
class travel to and from the starting 
point, or the resort which is to be the 
centre for subsequent day excursions 
Both types of holiday are well 
sented. 


pre- 

Leicester Requires Trade Cata- 
logues.—The Commercial and ch- 
nical Department of the Leicester City 


Libraries is building up a collect of 
manufacturers’ catalogues. Fir: ire 
therefore invited to supply a complete 
set of their current publications ich 
will be indexed in the card catalogue, 


both under the firm’s name and the 


particular productions in which ey 
specialise. Dr. E. E. Lowe, S« 
Ph.D., is the Director of the Ci of 


Leicester Municipal Libraries, Muscum, 
and Art Gallery. 


Rail Tours in Europe.—Schecules 
of all the grand tours of Euro] r- 
ganised by Thos. Cook & Son [td 
Berkeley Street, London, W.1 ith 
reserved rail accommodation are set 
out in a new illustrated folder ith 
maps). The areas covered are Italy, 
France, Central Europe, Germany (in- 
cluding a special tour of the Hansa 
towns), and Scandinavia, and departures 
are made in most cases at various dates 
between May and September. For thi 
Italian tour, however, there will be a 
special departure on March 24, allowin 
Easter to be spent in Rome All tours 
occupy fifteen or sixteen days. 


Cutting Oil.—Cooledge water-solubl 
cutting oil is a product of Fletcher 
Miller Limited, Dukinfield, Manchester 
and some _ interesting 
qualities are contained in an illustrated 
folder now before us. It is intended for 
use at the maximum surface spec 
metal-cutting operations, and 
stand unusual dilution without losing 
its inherent properties Illustrations in 
the folder show Cooledge being app 
during the cutting of special mild steel 
the milling of steel turbine blades, and 
the reconditioning of steel motor cr 
shafts \ mirror-like finish is produced 
with this coolant 


and tool degrad { il 


notes ol its 


Is prevented 

Blowers and _  Exhausters.— An 
illustrated folder giving brief particulars 
of rotary blowers and vacuum pu! 
reaches us from the B. A. Holland | 
neering Co. Ltd., 18, Victoria Street 
London, $.W.1. Freedom from vibration 
and continuous delivery are spé ial 
idvantages claimed for these machines 


which are of simple construction owing 


to the absence of valves, valve springs 
and stuffing boxes One range I 
blowers has capacities from 12 cu. ft. to 
8,000 cu. ft. a minute, while a special 
serie of low-pressure equipment 1s 


supplied in capacities from 250 cu. ft. to 
12,000 cu. ft. a minute. Up to 95 pet 
cent. vacuum is obtainable with the 
rotary vacuum pumps. _ Single-stage 
and two-stage water-cooled rotary 
pressors provide for pressures up t 
lb. per sq. in, 
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THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


THE SCRAP HEAP 


wuHy ? 

It seems strange to us that freight 
moving in a box car should be called 
a SHIPment, whereas freight moving 
in a ship is called a CARgo.—From the 
‘ Railway Age.” 

* * * 

During excavations for the under- 
ground section of the new Nord-Sud 
railway in Brussels a shaft more than 
30 ft. deep has been found leading into 
a gallery over 140 yd. long communi- 
cating with the Alexian Convent. A 
stone bearing the date 1633 was in the 
gallery. 

& + 

Knock, knock ! 

Who’s there? 

Waterloo. 

Waterloo what? 

Water lo(o)ses nothing by the addi- 
tion of a wee drop of Scotch. 

* * * 
rROUSERS IN TRAINS 

More than 100 pairs of men’s trousers 
and 16 women’s dresses were forgotten 
by travellers in Belgian trains during the 
past six months, according to a “ lost 
property ’’ list just issued by the Belgian 
National Railways. The list includes 
more than 2,000 other articles of clothing 
mostly scarves, gloves, slippers, rain- 
coats, and hats. Officials also found 
a gun, a pistol, two bayonets, a packet of 
cartridges, and two war medals. 

* * * 

Vhen the General Manager of Rail- 
ways, Mr. H. Chapman, O.B.E., 
opened a recreation hall for the use of 
natives employed here by the Rhodesia 
Railways, the local Bantu Benefit 
Society presented him with an address 
in which he was saluted as ‘‘ Lord of 
Lords, and Manager of Managers, 
Director of Directors, the founder of 
the cool and quenching water and of 
the widespread shade of the banyan 
tree in which all birds build their nests 
in time of the spring season, singing 
all the time their gay songs and 
melodies.’ Mr. Chapman must have 
captured a new sense of the poesy of 
the song of the railroad wheels.—A 
press message from Bulawayo. 

* * * 

A correspondent writing the other 
day in the Liverpool Post set the 
following railway query and_ also 
supplied the answer: ‘‘ We have at 
James Street the Overhead line about 
20 ft. above the street, the Dock 
Board’s metals at street level, and the 
Mersey Underground tracks about 
100 ft. below. How would you route 
a railway vehicle, say, for instance, the 
Overhead’s midget ‘‘ shunter’’ (did 
you know it owns a steam engine?), 
so that it passes this point at each of 
the three levels in turn? It can be 
done.’’ The answer was as follows: 
“Near Seaforth Sands station the 
Overhead line has two spur tracks con- 
necting with the old L. & Y. system. 
After reversal back towards Liverpool, 


access to the Dock Road railway line 
might be gained via any of the former 
L. & Y. Dock Road goods depots. 
After passing James Street at this 
level the vehicle would next have to 
turn into the L.M.S.R. Park Lane 
goods station, then travel via Edge 
Hill, Runcorn, Helsby, and Hooton, to 
Rock Ferry station. A few yards from 
the platform crossover, tracks connect 
the joint railway metals with the 
Mersey line, and by running the vehicle 
through the tunnel the problem would 
be solved.”’ 
* * * 

HOW It IS DONE ON THE RAILWAY 

Engineerdom never says ‘‘ Yes ’’ im- 
pulsively, as you and I would. It 
qualifies with suavity and pursed lips. 
But it draws plans: ten or twelve feet 
of complicated 1/40th of an inch to a 
foot scale plans it draws, and, in the 
fullness of time, submits them. Then 
Traffic has to do a little qualifying to 
keep its end up: and there are more 
conferences, and more plans. And 
then quite a number of interests get 
friendly round tables: so that in the 
end you have the enchanting spectacle 
of Permanent Way, and Signals, and 
New Works, and Divisional Superin- 
tendent, and Traffic, and Stationmaster 
(the latter a trifle faint but still pursu- 
ing) and Electrical, all of one mind, 
and agreed upon a Zero Hour on which 
to begin the job, and, graver matter, a 
Zero Hour when it must be finished. 
That Zero Hour was about nine months 
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Down with damage and delay ! ! 
They destroy dependability on which our 
reputation and livelihood depend. 


ADAM AND EVE 

DIDN’T HAVE TO 

WORRY ABOUT 
TRANSPORT 


YOU CAN MAKE 
OUR CUSTOMERS 
AS CAREFREE 














No. 2 of a new series—the third—of 

‘claims prevention’ posters issued by 

the Chief Goods Manager, C.W.R., 
for exhibition to the staff 


hence. ... And each man disappeared 
to his own particular hell of responsi- 
bility.""—From ‘‘ Over the Points,’’ a 
quarterly review of matters concerning 
the Southern Railway written by 
E. P. Leigh Bennett. 














“I CAN REMEMBER WHEN THIS TRAIN WAS SO HORRIBLY SLOW THAT YOU 
COULD EAT YOUR MEAL IN COMFORT.” 


[Reproduced by permission of the Proprietors of “ Punch’, 
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OVERSEAS RAILWAY 


THE RAILWAY CAZETTE 


AFFAIRS 


From our special correspondents 
iP P 


ARGENTINA 


Entre Rios Railways’ Expropriation 
Lawsuit 

As reported in THE RaILway GAZETTE 
for December 4, these railways sued the 
National Government for the sum of 
$5,000,000 paper, as compensation for 
the expropriation in 1929 of the 
Hasenkamp-Crespo branch. The com- 
pany’s claim was rejected in the first 
instance, but was eventually fixed by 
the Federal Court at $3,500,000 paper. 
The case was then taken to the 
Supreme Court, which has now fixed 
the amount of the compensation at 
$4,278,608 paper. 


Derailments on State Railways 

Owing to a landslide caused by 
torrential rains, the Panamericano 
international express from Buenos Aires 
to La Paz, Bolivia, was derailed on 
the Central Northern (State) Railway 
between Tilcara and Huacalera stations 
in the Province of Jujuy. The driver 
of the train was killed, but there were 
no other casualties. A few days later, 
traffic over the same line was again 
similarly interrupted. 

Another serious derailment occurred 
on January 12 on the completed portion 
of the projected railway from Salta to 
Socompa, when a mixed passenger and 
goods train from San Antonio de los 
Cobres to Salta, descending a gradient 
between Cachinal and _ Incahuasi 
stations, left the rails. The passenger 
coaches and dining cars overturned 
and became uncoupled from the rest 
of the train, which ran down the slope 
with great velocity, owing to the 
failure of the brakes, the locomotive 
being impelled by the weight of the 
wagons which were loaded with 300 
tons of materials. This derailment 
occurred close to the edge of a 
precipice, but only slight injuries were 
reported amongst the passengers, and 
no lives were lost. 


Fatal Level Crossing Accident 

One of the worst level crossing 
accidents yet recorded on any of the 
Argentine railways occurred near 
Burzaco station on the local section of 
the B.A.G.S.R. on January 11, when 
a motor car containing seven persons 
was run down by a train while cross- 
ing the track at this point. Three of 
the occupants were killed outright, two 
died shortly after being admitted to 
hospital, and the other two were very 
seriously injured. When the car 
approached the crossing, it was de- 
tained by the barriers, which had been 
lowered for a_ train bound for 
Buenos _ Aires. As soon as. this 
train had passed, the crossing keeper 
incautiously raised the barriers, with- 
out, apparently, noticing the approach 
of another train from the opposite 


direction, travelling at 60 km.p.h., 
which struck the car broadside. 


COLOMBIA 


Collision on Antioquia Railway 

According to telegraphic advices from 
Bogota, a disastrous collision occurred 
on January 10 on the above railway 
between a freight and a _ passenger 
train. The passenger train, in which 
some 90 persons were travelling to 
Medellin, was obliged to stop owing to 
the line being obstructed by trees 
which had been uprooted by a violent 
storm and blown across the track. The 
driver of a goods train which was fol- 
lowing claimed that his vision was 
obscured by heavy rain, which pre- 
vented him from seeing the passenger 
train, with the result that the goods 
train crashed into the rear of the 
passenger train, 14 persons being killed 
and over 30 others injured. 

We presume that, due to the fallen 
trees having interrupted telegraphic 
communication, block working had 


been temporarily suspended.—Eb. 
R.G. 

New Construction 
It is gathered that _ satisfactory 


progress has been made by the Mysore 
Railways in connection with the exten- 
sion of the Shimoga—Arasalu Railway. 
The construction is likely to be com- 
pleted in January, 1938. This line and 
its further extension to Anandapuram, 
sanctioned in 1931 at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 7:59 lakhs, are parts of an 
ambitious project for a _ railway to 
Bhatkal on the west coast, where the 
development of a port is contemplated. 


Railways in the Legislature 

On February 2 the Bill relating to 
the suppression of ticketless travel on 
Indian railways, which was deferred for 
circulation in the last session of the 
Legislative Assembly, was taken up on 
February 2, and referred to a select 
committee. The Railway Member 
promised to consider the removal of 
the objectionable clauses in the Bill. 
There was, nevertheless, a great deal 
of opposition, and much capital was 
made of the argument that the 
stringent measures contemplated in the 
Bill would drive passengers to the road 
services. 

The Standing Finance Committee for 
railways met to consider the Railway 
Budget, to be presented in the Assem- 
bly on February 16. [Telegrams from 
India indicate that the current year, 
ending March 31, is likely to close with 
a railway surplus for the first time since 
1930.—Epb. R.G.] 

The Legislative Assembly passed a 
number of supplementary grants for 
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railways, including a sum of Rs. 2-18 
lakhs, representing the cost of the 
Wedgewood Committee. Several 
members protested against the absence 
of Indians on the committee, while 
others raised the point that the cost of 
the committee should be borne by the 
general revenues. 


Railway Accidents 


A serious collision between a motor 
bus and a passenger train took place 
on January 14 between Timmapur and 
Shadnagar stations, about 30 miles 
from Secunderabad, on the metre gauge 
section of the Nizam’s State Railway. 
As a result, 13 bus passengers were 
killed on the spot and seven received 
serious injuries, of whom five subse- 
quently died in hospital. The bus was 
not one of the fleet operated by the 
Nizam’s State Railway. , 


English Procedure in Despatch 
of Goods 


Some Calcutta business men at a 
recent hearing in that city represented 
to the Wedgewood Committee the 
advantages of making railway receipts 
negotiable instruments similar to bills 
of lading. Sir Ralph Wedgwood, it 
is understood, explained the simple 
practice obtaining on English railways 
for the despatch of goods. The 
consignor sends information of destina- 
tion and name of consignee to the rail- 
way along with the goods to be 
despatched. No documents of the 
nature of railway receipts used in India 
are issued by the railway. The latter 
communicates direct with the con- 
signee. The practicability of adopt- 
ing this procedure in India is, however, 
open to question. 


UNITED STATES 


Freight Rates Inquiry 

The entire railway freight rate struc- 
ture is under examination by the 
Interstate Commerce Commission in a 
proceeding in which the railways are 
seeking a simplification of tariffs and 
also modest increases in rates on some 
traffics not subject to water and road 
competition. The railways have asked 
the commission to deal with the case 
piecemeal—by commodity groups—so 
that, if changes are to be allowed with 
respect to one commodity group, these 
can be made effective at once rather 
than waiting for the proceeding to be 
disposed of as a whole. The trading 
community object to this proposal, and 
as yet the commission has not ruled 
upon it. 


Long-and-Short-Haul Repealer 

A Bill to repeal the ‘‘ long-and-short- 
haul’’ clause of the Interstate 
Commerce Act (which makes it practic- 
ally impossible for the railways to 
compete with Panama Canal shipping 
for traffic to and from the Pacific Coast) 
has again been introduced in Congress, 
and committee hearings upon it are 
now being held. A similar Bill was 
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passed by a large majority in the Lower 
House last year, only to _ be 

‘ filibustered ’’ to death in the Senate 
by Senator Wheeler (Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Interstate 
Commerce). This year, if relatively 
early passage is secured in the Lower 
House, it may be possible to break 
through the ‘‘ filibuster.’’ 

Enactment of this legislation should 
not only have a favourable effect upon 
railway earnings, but would be even 
more important as a symbol of a turn 
away from excessive regulations. The 
Interstate Commerce Commission will 
this year celebrate its golden jubilee; 
and since the date of its inaugura- 
tion, its powers have been con- 
stantly augmented and those of rail- 
way managements correspondingly 
diminished. The enactment of the 
long-and-short-haul repealer would 
probably be greeted as an indication 
that, at last, a limit of regulatory 
encroachment had been reached. 


I.C.C. to be Shorn of Power ? 


Meantime the commission has been 
placed on the defensive by the Presi- 
dent's proposal to  reorganise the 
administrative branch of the Govern- 
ment. Under this plan the commission 
would be shorn of all its administrative 
powers (over safety devices, account- 
ing, &c.), and would sit only as a 
tribunal. Strenuous opposition has 
developed to the scheme, in so far as it 
would affect the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, the objection being made 
that it is an arm of the legislative, 
rather than the executive branch of 


+ 


the Government. 


GERMANY 


Reconstruction of Mainz Station 

Che replacement of the original and, 
for its time) large station at Mainz, 
belonging to the Hessian-Ludwigs Rail- 
way, has been under consideration 
since its traffic outgrew it about 1904. 
The war and other causes, however, 
delayed the scheme until recently, and 
it was not until August, 1935, that 
work was begun. The first stage of 
the rebuilding was completed last 
November to the designs of Reichsbahn- 
oberrat Kleinschmidt, and _ includes 
spacious station buildings in modern 
style. Their main features embody a 
booking hall with bank-type counters 
instead of the usual ticket windows, 
and, to enable the booking clerks to 
work in comfort, free from draughts, 
warm air can be supplied to the hall 
by a special plant. The whole building 
is, in fact, centrally heated, with auto- 


matic temperature control. Ticket 
printing machines are installed. There 
are no advertisements on the walls, 
all being in special glazed display 


frames on stands. Also there are no 
sheet timetables, but instead  time- 
books are provided, specially bound 
and clamped to desks, with lights over 
them and stools for the users. The 
signalling has been remodelled, and 
a multiple-row power frame put in. 


THE RAILWAY GAZETTE 


RHODESIA 


New Rhodesia-Union Railway 
Agreement 

The difficulty that had arisen in con- 
nection with the proposed debenture 
conversion scheme by the Rhodesia and 
Mashonaland Railway Companies was 
referred to in THE RatLway GAZETIE 
of June 19, 1936. It will be recalled 
that the debenture conversion to a 
lower rate of interest was hampered 
by the discovery that, under a clause 
of the agreement of 1894, under which 
the main line from Vryburg to Palapye 
was built, the Government of the Union 
of South Africa and the Imperial 
Government were considered to possess 
an option to purchase this section of 
line at the cost of construction. Nego- 
tiations have been proceeding between 
the railway companies, the Union 
Government and the Southern Rhodesia 
Government as to the interpretation 
of this clause in the 1894 agreement, 
and recent discussions have resulted in 
a new agreement affecting the option 
to purchase. [This agreement has al 
ready been outlined in these columns 
in our issue of February 5.—Eb. R.G.] 

Some criticism of the agreement has 
been made in Rhodesia, but much is 
misinformed and without a full ap- 
preciation of the position. From the 
Rhodesian point of view, the agree- 
ment should facilitate the early conver- 
sion of the railway debentures, as the 
Union cannot exercise the purchase 
option for a long period of years. The 
debenture conversion should meet with 
success and thus reduce the interest 
at present payable, which will benefit 
the users of the Rhodesia Railways. 
It is also understood that iegal opinion 
on the right of the option of the Union 
to purchase the Vryburg—Palapye 
section of the line was to the effect 
that it was not contestable with much 
hope of success. Had the claim been 
contested, it is probable that a lengthy 
and costly legal action would have re- 
sulted only in delay to the debenture 
conversion. The agreement will be dis- 
cussed at the next session of the 
Southern Rhodesia Legislative Assem 
bly early in March, when a full state- 
ment is expected from the Minister of 
Mines and Works. 
Beira Railway Conversion Scheme 

A very successful conversion of Beira 
Railway debenture stock was carried 
out in January, when £2,000,000 of 
debentures were converted from 63 per 
cent. plus | per cent. sinking fund, to 
5 per cent. plus 1 per cent. sinking 
fund. The reduction in the rate of 
interest will mean a saving in interest 
charges of £30,000 per annum. The 
Beira Railway lies almost entirely in 
the Mocambique Company’s territory in 
Portuguese East Africa, and is the con- 
necting link between the Rhodesian 
railway system and the Port of Beira. 
While, under the new Rhodesia—Union 
railway agreement, import traffic may 
not develop to the same extent, the 
Port of Beira will continue to form the 





outlet for the very valuable export 
trade of Rhodesia, which is assured for 
many years. It is believed that the 
Beira Works Limited, the port com- 
pany, also intends to float a conversion 
scheme. 

Increased Track Relaying 

Good progress is being made with the 
main line track strengthening by the 
substitution of 80-lb. rails for the 
existing 60-lb. rails on the 160-mile 
section from Salisbury to Hunters 
Road, and in January, 63 miles had 
been completed, and relaying is con- 
tinuing at the rate of about 20 miles 
a month. ‘Work will soon begin on 
the 134 miles of line from Hunters 
Road to Bulawayo, for which an order 
has been placed in England for 20,000 
tons of 80-lb., 40-ft. rails and the neces- 
sary fastenings. 

On another section of the main line, 
that across the Pungwe Flats between 
Vila Machado and Beira, a stretch of 
44 miles of old round top rails will 
be replaced by new 60-lb. R.B.S. flat- 
bottomed rails, 40 ft. long, and 4,900 
tons of track material have been 
ordered and will begin to reach Beira 
in March. Additional stone ballast 
will help to strengthen the track both 
on this section and on the Salisbury- 
Bulawayo main line. 


SWITZERLAND 


Improving Financial Position 

Reports examined and discussed at a 
meeting of the Federal Railways Ad- 
ministrative Board at Zurich on Febru- 
ary 3 covered questions of rates as 
affected by the recent devaluation, 
flotation of loans in 1937, staff wages, 
and the provisional profit and loss 
account for 1936. The latter shows ex- 
penses to have been in excess by 
Fr. 68,650,000, or Fr. 13,050,000 less 
than the amount on which the 1937 
budget was based. This improvement 
is due to a decrease of Fr. 6,755,000 
in the net interest paid out, the gradual 
increase of traffic since October last, 
and further savings on expenditure. 


NETHERLANDS 
EAST INDIES 


Night Expresses in Java 

Night expresses have recently been 
introduced in Java and are proving 
very popular. During the first week 
in November, for instance, two instead 
of the normal one sleeping car had to 
be run on each train between Soerhaja 
and Batavia and vice versa, 85 per 
cent. of the accommodation being 
occupied. The management presented 
each of the first 500 sleeping car 
passengers with an illustration of one 
of the 4-6-4 class 1300 locomotives that 
over the 


work the night expresses 
mountain section between Proepoek 


and Poerwokerto. The night service 
has served to relieve the single day 
express that alone ran daily in each 
direction previously. 
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SYSTEM OF OPERATING LONGMOOR MILITARY RAILWAY 


The principal feature in this method of operating is the system of 
opening and closing the signal boxes when different numbers of 
intermediate boxes are required for training operating tradesmen 


By MAJOR F. J. BIDDULPH, 


UCH interest has been evinced by operating, engineer 
signal and telegraph and other railway officers, 
visiting the Railway Training Centre, in the system 

of opening and closing signal boxes on the Longmoo1 
Military Railway, which is an instrument primarily for 
training novices as military railwaymen. At certain times 
of the year, notably in winter, when the training of 
operating tradesmen is in full swing, a number of signal 
boxes are required to be open in order to train blockmen 
(the military equivalent of signalmen). At other times 
of the yearly programme, for example in the summer, 
when collective engineer training takes precedence, there 
is a shortage of operating tradesmen owing to the calls 
of regimental duties. The line is then worked with only 
one or two boxes open and sometimes none at all. 

3y a reference to the diagram opposite it will be seen 
that there are eight block posts (Hogmoor and Weavers 
Down being intermediate sidings) and the system by which 
the line can be worked with all of these closed or any 
number of them open, in order to meet the requirements 
enumerated, will now be described. 

The one engine in steam token No. 0 (O.E.S. No. 0) is 
marked Bordon-Liss and with this token in possession of 
the driver none of the block instruments on the system can 
be worked. The system is then operated with one engine 
in steam. O.E.S. No. 0 is provided with two keys as 
illustrated. The key on one side will unlock all the main 
line points from Longmoor to Bordon inclusive, the key on 
the other side will unlock those at Liss Forest Road, 
Weavers Down and Liss. 

To open up Longmoor box, O.E.S. No. 0 is inserted 
in the token locking box at Longmoor cabin and turned. 
The slide of the locking box can then be pulled, which 
locks away O.E.S. No. 0 and releases O.E.S. No. 1 and 
O0.E.S. No. 3. O.E.S. No. 1 is the token for the Long- 
moor-Bordon section and O.E.S. No. 3 for the Longmoor- 
Liss section. They are each provided with a key which 
will unlock the points in their respective sections. The 
system can now be operated as two sections, but with only 
one engine in steam in each section. Trains can be crossed 
only at Longmoor. 


Miniature Staff and Token Instruments 


Proceeding towards Bordon either Whitehill or Oak- 
hanger can be opened next. To open Oakhanger box, 
O.E.S. No. 1 is inserted in token locking box ‘‘ B’”’ and 
turned. The slide is then pulled and locks this token away 
and releases a miniature staff, a Webb and Thompson 
staff, and a key for lever No. 4 of the ground frame; this 
key is similar to that on O.E.S. No. 1. The Longmoor- 
Oakhanger section is worked with miniature staff electric 
token instruments. By placing the miniature staff thus 
obtained in the staff instrument this section is opened for 
electric token working. Miniature staffs are provided with 
a key wherewith to unlock points between Oakhanger and 
Longmoor when the boxes between these two stations are 
closed. The Webb and Thompson staff is valid for the 
Oakhanger-Bordon section, and the one obtained from the 
token locking box can be used either as an O.E.S. token 


M.C., R.E. 


between Oakhanger and Bordon or, if it is required to 
open Bordon box, it is given up at that station by the 
driver and inserted in the staff instrument at Bordon. 

Whitehill can now be opened by a train proceeding there 
from either direction. The driver gives up the Longmoor- 
Oakhanger miniature staff at Whitehill and, in the manner 
described above, by inserting this in token locking box 
‘ B,’’ a tablet for the Whitehill-Longmoor section and on: 
for the Whitehill-Oakhanger section respectively can be 
withdrawn, together with a key for the points. 

Should it be desired to open Whitehill before Oakhanger, 
O.E.S. No. 1 is inserted in token locking box ‘‘A’”’ at 
Whitehill when the Whitehill-Longmoor tablet, the O.E.S. 
No. 2 valid between Whitehill and Bordon, and the key 
for the points can be obtained. To open Oakhanger sub- 
sequently O.E.S. No. 2 is inserted in the token locking 
box ‘‘A’”’ at Oakhanger. 

In the case of Woolmer there is a slight additional com- 
plication in that the down main between Longmoor and 
Woolmer is utilised as a siding during single line working 
and signalled with a disc signal. In order to ensure that 
this signal is locked for double line working, a key is 


withdrawn from its lever in Longmoor box. This key 
together with the Longmoor-Whitehill tablet must be 
inserted in the token locking box at Woolmer. Pulling 


the slide of this box switches in the Woolmer-Longmoor 
double-line block instruments, and releases the Woolmer- 
Whitehill electric tablet and the key for the points. 

The Cardinal Principle for all Cases 

In every case the principle is that in order to split a 
section into two, the token for the long section must be 
locked away before the tokens for the short sections are 
made available. To close the boxes the reverse procedure 
is applicable; the signalman must lock away the two tokens 
for each side of his box before he can obtain the lonz 
section token. Boxes must be closed in the reverse order 
to which they were opened. 

The Longmoor-Liss section is worked by one engine in 
steam or by the telephone and ticket system instead of 
by electric token instruments. The same principles for 
opening and closing boxes are, however, applied. For 
example, to open Liss Forest Road the Longmoor-Liss 
one engine in steam key (O.E.S. No. 3) is placed in the 
token locking box at the station. The action of pulling 
the slide locks away O.E.S. No. 3, cuts in the block 
telephones, and releases O.E.S. No. 4 which is the one 
engine in steam token between Liss Forest Road and Liss. 
The latter token, O.E.S. No. 4, is then available to open 
Liss station, and similarly bring the block telephone at 
that station into circuit. 

Alternatively should it be required to open Liss and not 
Liss Forest Road, O.E.S. No. 3 can be utilised to cut 
in the block telephone at that station. It will be realised 
that although there two or more tokens which are valid 
for any one portion of the line, only one token can be 
available at a time. 

(Crown copyright reserved. Reproduced with the per 
mission of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office.) 
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BRITISH RAILWAY STATISTICS 


Great 
| Britain* 


100,406,496 

492,419 
£3,309,346 | 
£52,427 | 


a (784.634 


+-) or decrease (—) ei - 
Parcels and misc. traffic receipts (excluding parcels 


) or dec rease ( ) 


(excluding free-hauled) 
+) or decrease ( 

Net ton-miles (excluding free-hauled) 

+) or decrease (| ) . 
Average length of haul (miles) (excluding free- 
+) or decrease (—) 
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) or decrease (—) ae 
Average train-load (tons) 


) or decrease ( ) 


» per working day 
) or decrease ( ) 


+-) or decrease ( ) 
Percentage of loaded to total 


) or dec rease 


Coaching—Per train-hour 
Per engine-hour 

Per train-hour 

Per engine-hour 


) or decrease ( ) 
Potal train-miles 


hauled) 


J re 


fl £74,190 


1,045,365 
£21,553 
23,344,353 
6,102 


1 -367d 
0-035d 

128-63 
94 


907 - 20 | 
103-69 | 
849-00 
438-57 
2,865 
72 
369,767,138 
5,632,037 | 
68-43 | 
34-34 
0-90 
23-50 
10-84 
14-96 | 

12-01 

8-25 
3-41 
3,693,737 
637,806 


22,593,277 

10,769,216 | 
5,240,650 
205,605 


7°58 
75-28 | 





Passenger Traffic Statistics: Number of journeys, receipts, and receipts per journey 


6,742,429 
243,179 
£407,256 
£167 
£46,705 
£3,015 


£191,760 | 


£4,579 


5,433,939 
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263,367 | 


243,286,086 


763,444 | 


44-77 
1-93 
/1,253,000 


(21,892 | 


1-24d. | 


0-02d. 
135-82 


2-67 


984-95 
76-98 
794-97 
439-91 
2,839 

3 
67,089,504 
95,780 
68-75 
34-91 
0-65 
24-00 
10-91 
13-95 
11-13 
8-77 

3-26 
7,457,862 
109,553 


3,118,914 | 


1,921,564 
897,027 


32,366 | 


7-03 
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| 
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13,936,008 





148,303 | 


£649,872 
£10,900 
£125,532 
£7,267 


£308,009 


£1,745 | 


10,762,705 
186,219 
446,443,897 


11,823,375 | 


41-48 
0-38 
£2,491,000 
£21,347 
1-34d. 
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991-78 
79-69 
945-74 
484-10 
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‘* The Railway Gazette’ monthly table for Nov., 1936, 
Nov., 1935, compiled from the Ministry of Transport 


L.M.S.R. 


22,165,250 
588,028 
£974,287 
£5,545 
£204,735 
£15,564 


£412,009 
£17,403 


10,860,891 
274,143 
533,664,885 
15,714,558 
49-14 
0-20 
£3,111,000 
£17,000 
1-40d. 

0-05d 
126-40 
5-03 


836-92 
135-21 
858-38 
423-76 
3,363 

105 
154,442,056 
4,301,123 
70-45 
34-25 

1-23 

24-13 
10-12 
13-99 
10-75 

7-65 

3°36 
17,272,206 
274,047 


7,162,034 
4,508,993 
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as compared with 


Statement No. 204 


2,090,769 | 
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16,984,448 


79,068 


£705,376 
£16,511 
£252 842 
£26,244 
£113,410 
$2,783 


,289,090 
144,898 


53,058 608 
5,081,131 
41-16 
0-62 
£378,528 
“£21,190 
1-7ld 
0-06d 
151-24 
40-52 
787-11 
86-82 
541-67 
320-86 
1,139 

94 


18,017,421 
168,822 
66-80 
32-38 
0-36 
21-63 

10: 
17-84 
14-79 
9-62 
3°12 
6,069,912 
44,453 


75 


4,432,233 
556,427 
497,077 

1,795 


(excluding season ticket holders)—November, 1936 















} 
Subject Great G.W.R. L.N.E.R. | L.M.S.R. | S.R. Cheshire | Liverpool | L.P.T.B.+ | Mersey 
Britain | Lines | Overhead 
Full fares } 
Pass. journeys 33,255,418 | 637,054 | 1,069,360 | 1,369,024 2,555,128 13,746 | 160,825 | 26,607,111 84,822 
Gross receipts 803,45 £60,273 | 106,491 £105,289 | £156,614 £2,147 | £1,615 | £355,793 £1,489 
Receipts per pass 5-80d 22-71d 23-90d 18-46d. | 14-7ld 37-49d. 2-41d 321d. 4-21d 
Reduced fares | | 
Excursion and 
week-end | } 
Pass. journeys | 35,872,916 | 3,798,544 | 8,187,178 | 12,378,990 7,882,009 390,754 73,572 1,422,416 697,278 
Gross receipts | £1,792,399 | £272,830 £406,498 | £635,542 £390,141 £18,194 | £638 £30,439 £9,886 
Rec eipts per | | 
pass. journey 11-99d. | 17-24d 11-92d. | 12-32d 11-88d. 11-17d. 2-08d. 5-14d. 3-40d. 
Workmen 
Pass. journeys 27,762,213 | 1,908,170 | 3,743,390 7,449,644 5,878,334 260,838 220,722 7,124,062 237,486 
Gross receipts | £408,959 £28,294 {61,488 | £120,984 £98,094 £4,428 | £1,793 | £80,334 £2,126 
Receipts per | 
pass. journey 3°54d. | 3-56d 3-94d. | 3-90d 4-00d. 4-07d. | 1-95d. 2-71d. 2-15d 
Other } } | 
Pass. journeys 3,510,632 397,557 | 935,107 964,954 | 668,419 27,010 45,176 405,201 10,642 
Gross receipts £297,371 £44,593 | £74,048 | £108,449 £60,041 £3,245 £290 | £3,946 £122 
Receipts per } | 
pass. journey 20 -33d 26 -92d 19-00d. | 26-97d. 21-56d. 28 - 83d. 1-54d. | 2-34d. 2-75d. 
Total | | | | | 
Pass. journeys |100,406,496 | 6,742,429 | 13,936,008 22,165,250 16,984,448 692,372 500,295 | 35,558,790 1,030,228 
Gross receipts £3,309,346 | £407,256 £649,872 £974,287 | £705,376 £28,034 £4,336 £470,512 £13,623 
Receipts per pass 7-91d. | 14-50d. | 11-19d. | 10-55d. | 9-97d. 9-72d. 2-08d. | 3-18d. 3-17d 
* All standard gauge railways + Includes passeng*rs originating on the railway undortaking;, ant on the Waitechipel and Bow Joint Railway 
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4-6-4 4- 4-6-4 BEYER-GARRATT LOCOMOTIVES FOR SUDAN 


These locomotives for the Sudan Railways are the first to have this wheel arrangement. 


The combination of large coupled wheels, a 12-ton axle load for 50-lb. 
the 


tractive effort of 40,000 1b., ranks 


FORE proceeding with the description of this new 
design of locomotive, the general characteristics and 
conditions peculiar to this important railway system 

may be briefly recalled. The Sudan (Government) Rail- 
ways have a route mileage of 2,021, and also include 
the operation of river services over a distance of 2,325 
miles, extending to Shellal in the north, where connectiou 
is made with the Egyptian State Railways; and to Juba 
in the south, whence a 100-mile motor service connects 
with the Kenya and Uganda Railways. 

The Sudan Railways are constructed to the 3-ft. 6-in. 
gauge, and are controlled by a State Administration with 
headquarters at Atbara, where also are situated the prin- 
cipal workshops. Great tracts of the territory traversed 
by the system consist of waterless desert with severe, sandy 
conditions, water difficulties, and a high average tempera- 
ture reaching as much as 160° F. in the sun at times. 
30th skilled and unskilled labour in the works, on the 
permanent way, in running sheds, on the locomotives, or 
connected with the running of trains, consists mainly cf 
Sudanese natives trained on the spot, while long stretches 
of single line between attended crossing stations con- 
stitute a set of conditions resulting in operating and 
engineering problems of unusual interest and difficulty. 
The productive regions of the territory are confined mainly 
to the valley of the Nile and its southern tributaries, and 
the recently developed cotton country in the Kassala and 
Gedaref regions. 

Referring to the map, reproduced alongside, it will 
be seen that from Wadi Halfa (0 miles) a line traverses 
the Nubian Desert to Abu Hamed (227 m.), thereafter 
running parallel with the Nile to Atbara (378 m.). From 
Atbara the Red Sea line leads eastwards to the well- 
equipped harbour of Port Sudan, 294 miles distant, and 
the old port of Suakin. Reverting to Atbara (0 m.), the 
main line continues southwards, “followine the Nile, to 
Khartoum (194 m.), and thence along the Blue Nile to 
Sennar (361 m.). From Sennar (0 m.) one line continues 
westwards to El Obeid (260 m.), and one of recent con- 
struction eastwards to Gedaref and Kassala (282 m.), 
where it joins the line built in 1926-27 from Haiya, a 
point on the Red Sea line, 126 miles from Port Sudan. 
This line, which is 215 miles long, with a ruling gradient 
of 1 in 150 and sharpest curve 1,910 ft., gives one of 
the most fertile parts of the Sudan direct access to the 
sea. The longest branch line is from Abu Hamed to 
Kareima, a distance of 154 miles. The mileages quoted 
indicate the great distances separating important centres 
in this system. The same also applies to the steamer 
services operated; the Khartoum—Juba service, for ex- 
ample, covers no less a distance than 1,100 miles. 
Generally speaking, the configuration of the country tra- 
versed by the railway is flat, except in the region of the 
Red Sea hills, where there is continuous rising gradient 
from Sallom Junction to Gebeit, a distance of 50 miles, 
containing 16 miles of 1 in 100 and lesser grades to a 
point 80 miles from Port Sudan. The sharpest curve 
on the main line is 955 ft., but all locomotives are designed 
to take a radius of 360 ft. 

The track consists of flat-bottom 


rails laid on either 


rails, and a 


design as one of outstanding interest 


steel wooden sleepers according to the district. The 
raiis are of two sections, 75 lb., and 50 or 52 lb. per yd., 
the light rail existing from Wadi Halfa to Abu Hamed, 
and from Haiya Junc. to Kassala, Sennar, El Obeid, and 
Khartoum; and other branch lines. The rails rest on bear- 
ing plates, and the joints of the rails are staggered. The 
line in the desert regions is ballasted with gravel or sand, 
which is also packed tightly under the bottom flange of the 
rails, thus forming a continuous elastic support; the result 
is a very smooth running track. In certain bad sections 
stone metalling is applied. 

There are 162 locomotives. The latest main line engines 
are chiefly of the Pacific and Prairie types, used princi- 
pally for passenger work, the former having 5 ft. 23 in. 
driving wheels. For the heavier work, light and heavy 
Mikado engines are in use. The heavy Mikados, which 
have a 4-ft. 6-in. driving wheel and a tractive effort of 
30,000 Ib., are used principally on the heavy gradients of 
the Red Sea line, while the light Mikados of 26,000 Ib. 
tractive effort, with 4-ft. 3-in. wheels, are generally con- 
fined to the 50-lb. rail sections. The large amount of 
50-Ib. rail still existing brought about an examination of 
the possibilities of an articulated engine of the Garratt 
type which would provide considerably more power on this 
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light rail, and at the same time haul an even greater load 
than existing engines when used on the main line. With 
this general consideration in view, the Beyer-Garratt engine 
was decided upon and an order for four placed with Beyer, 
Peacock & Co. Ltd. These, the subject of the present 
article, have now been delivered and some are actually in 
service. 

The maximum axle-load was fixed at 12 tons, a higher 
figure than is usual with a 50-lb. rail. This has enabled 
a tractive effort of 38,400 Ib. at 75 per cent., or 43,520 lb. 
at 85 per cent., to be obtained, thus giving a 48 per cent. 
increase over the existing light Mikados and an appreciable 
increase over the heavy Mikados. At the same time a 
return has been made to an engine of six-coupled charac- 
teristics, with its obvious advantages for the arduous con- 
ditions of this railway, while an important increase in the 
diameter of the wheel, namely to 4 ft. 9 in. as compared 
with 4 ft. 3 in. and 4 ft. 6 in. of the Mikado type, will 
permit of speeds up to 50 m.p.h., and therefore the use 
of these new engines on passenger trains as required. They 
are thus not only able to operate universally over the whole 
system, but will be capable of hauling bigger loads than 
any other engine. 

While the haulage of water tanks is essential on certain 
sections, particularly on the Kassala branch, where be- 
tween Haiya Junction and Kassala there are actually 151 
miles without water, nevertheless, it was required that 
these engines should be capable of operating on the hilly 
section from Port Sudan without tanks, as do the Mikados, 
and for this reason, as well as a general necessity on a 
railway of this character, the maximum possible water 
was required. Accordingly the builders submitted a design 
incorporating for the first time four-wheel bogies in place 
of the customary single pairs of carrying wheels, and the 
design was duly accepted by the administration. . This 
feature has required a very careful consideration of the 
whole design, but from an inspection we had the oppor- 
tunity to make at the builder’s works during manufacture. 
we feel persuaded that this type should not only function 
well but is also an important advance in the Garratt 
system of articulation. It also serves to illustrate the ease 
with which any type of wheel arrangement can be incor- 
porated in this system of articulation. 

The locomotive has been designed to the requirements 
of the Chief Mechanical Engineer, Mr. J. H. Dunbar, and 
under the supervision and inspection of Mr. C. G. Hodg- 
son, M.I.Mech.E., Consulting Engineer to the Sudan 
Government, and who for many years was Chief 
Mechanical Engineer of this railway, while the latest experi- 
ence of the makers has been incorporated and the peculiar 
conditions of operation in the Sudan duly borne in mind. 

The various illustrations give a good idea of the size 
and robustness of the engine, which ranks as the largest in 
the world on this weight of rail. The following are the 
principal dimensions :— 


Cylinders (4) 162 in. 
Piston stroke A. ne oa “ 26 in 
Coupled wheels, dia aia ae ay 4 ft. 9in. 


Boiler pressure 200 Ib. per sq. in. 


Heating durface 


Tubes ne a as 1,776 sq. ft. 
Firebox and arch tubes * ad 184 
1,960 
Superheater (inside) .. aa mr 440) 
Total 2,400 
Grate area my 43-2 ,, 
Total water capacity 7,000 gallons 


Coal capacity a wis dia 10 tons 
Total weight in working order “i a 169 _,, 
Tractive effort at 75 per cent. B.P. 38,400 Ib. 
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The Boiler 


The boiler is of the construction usual in this type of 
engine, thanks to the freedom from restrictions, the main 
features being the large diameter of boiler barrel (6 ft. out- 
side) and a deep and wide firebox. The firebox is of the 
Belpaire type with inside plates of copper, and the boiler 
as a whole is stayed in the usual manner by means of 
direct roof, transverse and longitudinal stays, &c. Four 
arch tubes fitted with Noble’s patent ferrules are fitted in 
the firebox, and as usual support the firebrick arch. The 
barrel contains 36 tubes 5} in. dia. (outs.) and 180 small 
tubes of 2 in. dia. (outs.), these being of Howell & 
Company’s Aquacidox steel. The superheater tubes have 
an external diameter of 13 in. The smokebox of the usual 
large size on Garratt boilers, is fitted with the Super- 
heater Company’s superheater, to which steam is ad- 
mitted by an Owens type regulator. A conical spark 
arrestor is mounted on the blast pipe, and a hot water 
ash ejector is also provided. The smokebox door is 
secured by dogs. Referring to the general fittings of the 
firebox, two firebox inspection holes for examining the 
crown of the box are provided on each side. These can 
clearly be seen in the photograph. 

The grate, which has a considerable slope, is fitted with 
steam-operated rocking firebars, and it may here be men- 
tioned that the coal used is principally Natal, with an 
average calorific value of 13,000 B.T.U.’s. The ashpan 
is of the latest type applied to Garratt engines, and is 
self-cleaning through doors on the inside slope; it is 
also provided with side air admission doors, both of which 
are operated from the cab. Two blow-down cocks are 
located in the usual positions, and special attention has 
been paid to facilities for the washing out of the boiler 
and firebox. The safety valves are of the Ross ‘‘ pop’”’ 
type. The lagging of the boiler, firebox and dome is of 
the magnesia sectional type, from Dick’s Asbestos Co. 
Ltd. The boiler and firebox clothing and belts, as also 
the clothing of the cylinders, are of planished steel. 
The boiler rests in the usual girder cradle which at each 
extremity is fitted with massive steel castings resting in 
pivots of the Beyer Peacock patent adjustable type, 
combined with side rollers of the latest pattern. 


Engine Unit Frames and Wheel Arrangement 


The engine unit frames are of bar frame construction 
machined from steel slabs, and are of exceptional strength 
and stayed throughout with steel castings. This, com- 
bined with the usual method of cylinder casting arrange- 
ment associated with bar frames, provides a chassis of 
adequate strength. The six-coupled wheels run in axle- 
boxes of cast steel which are fitted with gunmetal bearings 
lined with Stones ‘‘C’’ white metal, dust shields, and 
bottom keeps of brass. The horn cheeks are fitted with 
liners and adjustable wedges. The tyres and axles are of 
Steel, Peech and Tozer’s make, and the driving wheels are 
fitted with thin flanges. The four-wheel bogies have 
wheels of 2 ft. 9 in. dia., the inside two comprising one 
design, and the outside two another. The coupled wheels 
are compensated throughout, and also through to the 
inside four-wheel bogies. | Overhung springs are used, 
following the general rule for bar frame construction. The 
coupled axleboxes are lubricated by a six-feed Wakefield 
mechanical lubricator on each unit, while two-feed lubrica- 
tors of similar make, also one on each unit, lubricate the 
ball joints of the steam pipe. Ordinary syphon lubrication 
is arranged to the bogie axleboxes. Lambert’s wet sand- 
ing is arranged to the front and rear of each group of 
coupled wheels. Cowcatchers, of steel construction, are 
provided at each end. The coupling arrangment, it 
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Three-quarter view of locomotive showing front end arrangements 





General view of cab showing well arranged controls and equipment and generous cab width 


4-6-4 + 4-6-4 BEYER-GARRATT LOCOMOTIVES FOR THE SUDAN RAILWAYS 
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will be noted, is of the pin and link type, made of Vibrax 
steel. 

Cylinders and Valve Gear 

The cylinders, placed horizontally, are of cast iron, 
bolted together on the centre line of the engine, and are 
fitted with renewable cast iron liners, and by-pass valves. 
The piston vaives, actuated by Walschaert motion, are 
airanged for inside admission, and have a travel of 6} in. 
The cylinder cocks are operated by Servo-motor. The 
crosshead is of the Laird type, and of special design in 
accordance with the maker’s latest practice. Slide bar 
lubrication is by a three-feed oil box with dust felt pro- 
tective wipers. The eccentric rods at the eccentric cranks 
are fitted with Skefko roller bearings. Lubrication to 
the cylinders is provided by two four-feed British Detroit 
sight feed lubricators, one lubricator going to the cylin- 
ders and the other to the steam pipe, at its junction with 
the steam chest. Piston rod packing is of the United 
Kingdom metallic packing type; and cylinders, steam 
chest, reversing cylinders and steam exhaust pipes are 
lagged with asbestos mattresses from J. W. Roberts 
Limited. The steam reversing gear is placed on the right 
hand side of the boiler cradle. This gear is also pro- 
vided with a locking cylinder and incorporates certain 
improvements. 

The big ends, it will be noted, are fitted with a solid 
bush, and are oil lubricated. Throughout the locomotive 
the steam pipe arrangement has certain new features, the 
exhaust pipe on the rear engine, for instance, being fitted 
with two ball joints to take care of the additional dis- 
placeinent of the chassis in relation to the boiler. The 
braking system comprises hand screw brake to the coupled 
wheeis of the hind engine unit, and steam brake to all 
coupied wheels; the latter is operated, in conjunction with 
the vacuum brakes on the train, by a Super Dreadnought 
type ejector with a combined Graduable steam brake valve 
of the latest pattern. This steam brake valve is so 
arranged that the variation of vacuum train pipe pres- 
sure operates against a stored vacuum to control the 
admission and release of steam to and from the brake 
cylinders. A balanced steam valve ensures very sensitive 
response and accurate proportioning both in application 
and release. 


A.C.F.I. Feed Water Heater 

The water shortage on certain sections of this railway 
has already been referred to, also the great distances from 
which coal has to be obtained. To effect a saving in this 
direction the locomotives have been fitted with a feed 
water heater of the A.C.F.I. type, manufactured by 
J Stone & Co. Ltd. This equipment, known as Type 3M, 
is placed on the boiler, various joints and fittings being 
accordingly easy of access. Briefly, the equipment is on 
the Integral system, in which the outstanding feature is 
transference of heat from the exhaust steam to the feed 
water without loss. The feed pump, designed to use less 
than 3 per cent. of the total evaporation of the boiler, 
transfers the exhaust steam diverted from the blast pipe 
into the mixing chamber after passing through an oil 
separator. Here it comes into direct contact with the 
feed water pumped from the cold water cylinder, thereby 
raising the temperature. The feed water in the mixing 
chamber is subjected to the pressure of the exhaust steam, 
thus forcing it to the settling chamber, which is provided 
with an outlet vent for O and CO, gases. The heated 
water is then delivered by the hot water cylinder of the 
pump to the boiler. There are, of course, other details, 
ot which space will not permit elaboration. The steam 
cylinder of the pump is lubricated by a mechanically 
operated lubricator from the cab, the action of which 1s 
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automatic, being controlled by the water pressure gene- 
rated in the pump. One Gresham and Craven No. 10 
self acting injector with No. 11 cone is also fitted, which 
delivers water to the boiler, as does the A.C.F.I., through 
top feed clack boxes. 


Cab Arrangements 


In view of the climatic conditions in the Sudan, every 
attempt has been made to give as much room and venti- 
lation as possible in the cab. Despite the 3-ft. 6-in. 
gauge, the width of the cab is no less than 9 ft. 6 in., 
the footplate having an area of approximately 75 sq. t. 
The side windows are fitted with louvres, but no glass, as 
are also the doors with which the cab is provided, and 
which aré made in two halves. The driver’s position, it 
will be noted, is arranged for right-hand drive, and 
cushioned seats and elbow rests are fitted on each side. 
A fire shield is provided to protect the driver. The roof 
has two large skylights, as well as Monarch ventilators. 
The various controls are placed easy to hand. 

A door is arranged on the left hand side of the firebox 
to permit access to the running board. The water gauge 
columns are asbestos packed. The electric lighting is of 
Stone & Company’s latest pattern, and headlights are 
provided at each end as well as tail, side, cab and motion 
inspection lights, a very necessary installation on a line 
of this nature. The turbo-generator is placed on the top 
of the firebox. To reduce the heat still further in the cab, 
a steam turret is arranged outside on top of the firebox, 
from which the steam supply to the various fittings is 
taken. The valves communicating with it, placed above 
the gauges, are clearly marked. One of the locomotives is 
fitted with a Hasler speed recording instrument. The coal 
bunker is of the self-trimming type, and both the front 
and hind tanks are arranged with water filling holes. Two 
tool boxes one on each side, are located on the hind tank 
behind the bunker. The front tank is fitted with four 
access doors for removal of tubes. Other fittings are four 
traversing screw jacks, a centrally located safety chain 
below the buffer, and a ladder to the top of the firebox. 

The general conditions on the Sudan Railways are, of 
course, favourable to big loads, and already freight trains 
of 1,200 tons are taken over the Atbara—Khartoum and 
certain other sections, and crossing loops are gradually 
being lengthened for this purpose. The present maximum 
loading from Port Sudan to Gebeit is 700 tons, 

We understand from Mr. H. B. Emley, the General 
Manager, that when the Garratt locomotives are put into 
regular service, they are first to be used between Atbara, 
Khartoum, and Wad Medani, a distance of 300 miles, and 
Atbara and Port Sudan. The Khartoum—Wad Medani 
section, except for a small portion, is laid with 50-Ib. rail. 
At present trains between Atbara and Wad Medani are 
worked by two engines, one engine working from Atbara 
to Khartoum, whence a second engine completes the 
journey. The Garratt engines will haul, it is hoped, 
something like a 1,500-ton load taking it right through, 
including the 50-lb. rail section. On the Red Sea line 
they will permit an appreciable increase of the loads of 
trains leaving Port Sudan for the interior. 

The locomotives were shipped from Manchester in an 
assembled condition, with the boiler in the cradle and 
the front and hind engines as separate and more or less 
complete units. The first engine, which left Liverpool 
on January 1, and was off-loaded at Port Sudan on Janu- 
ary 18 and 19, actually ran a 40-mile trial on January 24. 
The first two engines are already in Atbara, and a light 
train has been worked to Khartoum and back. At some 
later date we hope to make reference to the performance 
of these locomotives under the peculiar conditions obtain- 
ing in the Sudan, 
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Ridged -flat section 34032 
Elevation and section of bridge and details of welding 


Welded plate-girder ap- 
proach span at the 
manufacturers’ works 





BRIDGE OVER RIVER NAMSEN, NORWEGIAN STATE RAILWAYS 
(See article at top of opposite page) 
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Big Welded Railway Bridge in 
Norway 





N the new northern extension of the Norwegian State 
Railways, between Grong and Mosjéen, the line 
crosses the River Namsen on a single line steel 
viaduct having a main span over the river consisting of 
. three-hinged arch of 229 ft. 6 in. span of riveted con- 
uction. The approach spans, of which there are six at 
- end and two at the other, are of welded plate girder 
struction, each 55 ft. 9 in. long. The girders have the 
flange plates of ridged flat section, rolled in one piece 
the full iength and are welded to the web plates by 
continuous fillet welds. The web plates are spliced with 
X-weids. 
The eight plate girder approach spans were completely 
ided at the works of the Vulkan Company at Oslo and 
transported the 480 miles to the site. Brackets and railings 
for footpaths on each side of the line were riveted in the 
field. The bridge was completed in 1935. Compared with 
riveted construction, these eight spans gave a saving in 
weight of about 20 per cent., and a saving in cost of 
14 per cent. 
In addition to this construction, five plate girder bridges 








of 36 ft. span have recently been completely welded for End view of welded plate-girder approach span (other 
the Norwegian State Railways. illustrations opposite) 








re LETARIA 
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34032 
THE SPANISH CONFLICT.—Two 
views of railway conditions in Spain 
during the conflict. Above is an electric 
 ap- train prominently blazoned with the words 
the “Union of the Proletariat against Fas- 
_s cism,” and bearing the devices of the 


National Confederation ef Labour (C.N.T.), 
the General Union of Workers (U.G.T.), 
and the Iberian Anarchist Federation 
(F.A.I.). The carriage on the left is 


standing in Oviedo station, after the 





bombardment 
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G.W.R. Vehicles for Exceptional Loads—I 





A new series illustrating modern practice in meeting the 
increasing demands upon the railways for heavy transport 


Several Great Western Railway vehicles for special vehicle, namely, that designed to convey traffic of excep- 
types of traffic were illustrated in the course of our recent tional size and weight. As will be seen, the G.W.R. caters 
series on British freight rolling stock, which appeared in for loads of the most varied kind, and, on receiving details 
the issues of THE RAILWAY GAZETTE for November 22, from the consignor, allocates the appropriate wagon for his 
1935, and January 10 and 24, 1936. We now publish goods, arranging special schedules for their transport 
examples of a further important class of special service when necessary. 
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With its overall length of 73 ft., this bogie wagon is suitable for lengthy rails, timber, lattice girders, and 
similar loads 














Excavators up to 20 tons in weight load neatly on to this four-wheel well-wagon, which is also suitable for 
steam rollers and traction engines weighing up to 15 tons 
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RAILWAY NEWS SECTION 


PERSONAL 


Sir Ralph Wedgwood and the other 
members of his committee sailed from 


Bombay for England on February 19 
on completion of their tour of inquiry 
in India. Their report will be finished 


in London. 

From The London Gazette of 
February 19: Territorial Army; 
Royal Engineers; Engineer and 


Railway Staff Corps: Major 
R. J. M. Inglis, M.Inst.C.E., 
to be Lieutenant-Colonel 
(February 20). Lt.-Col. Inglis 
is Engineer, Southern Area, 


LNB. 
Lt.-Colonel Sir Charles L. 
Morgan, C.B.E., has’ been 
elected President of the Retired 
Railway Officers’ Society for 
the ensuing year; Mr. J. 
Procter-Smith, Hon. Treasurer; 
Mr. W. A. Thomas, Honorary 
Secretary; and Messrs. A. E. 
Dolden and J. W. Lovejoy, 
Honorary Auditors. 





Vickers Limited announces 
that General The Hon. Sir 
Herbert A. Lawrence, G.C.B., 
has expressed his desire to be 
relieved of his duties as Chair- 
man of the company from the 
conclusion of the forthcoming 
annual general meeting. There- 
after General Lawrence will 
retain his seat on the board for 
the time being. Mr. A. A. 
Jamieson will succeed Sir Her- 
bert Lawrence as Chairman. 

Mr. James McCrea, M.Inst.T., 
has resigned from the position 
of General Manager of the 
Northern Ireland Road Transport 
Board owing to ill-health. His 
retirement takes effect from 
May 15, after which date, however, 
his services will be at the disposal of 
the board in an advisory capacity. We 
published a portrait and biography of 
Mr. McCrae in our issue of Sep- 
tember 13, 1935. 


Mr. A. Morrison, 
A.M.Inst.T., has been appointed to 
succeed Mr. McCrae; he has_ been 
Assistant General Manager of the board 
since January of last year. 


F.1.S.A., 





Mr. E. W. Rowntree, late Assistant 
Secretary in charge of the Secretarial 
Department of the Ministry of Trans- 
port, whose death we announced in our 
issue of December 25 last, left estate 
valued at £7,924 (£7,279 net). 


Mr. John Miller, B.E., LL.D., 
M.Inst.C.E., who, as announced in THE 
RAILWAY GAZETTE of December 11, is 
retiring on February 27 from the posi- 
tion of Engineer, North Eastern Area, 
L.N.E.R., was born in Tyrone, Ulster, 
and educated first at Queen’s College, 
Belfast, and afterwards at the Royal 





Mr. J. Miller, B.E., LL.D. 


Engineer, North Eastern Area, London and 
North Eastern Railway, 1925-1937 


University of Ireland, Dublin. At the 
former he obtained scholarships in 
classics and mathematics, and, on the 
sports side, was Captain of the Ist XV, 
and middle-weight boxing champion; 
at the latter he obtained his degree 
of Bachelor of Engineering (Honours). 
After serving as Lecturer in Mathema- 
tics at the City and Guilds Engincer- 
ing College, South Kensington, for 
some time, he joined the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, U.S.A., where he was en- 
gaged successively as Draughtsman, 
Inspector, and Assistant Engineer. 
While with the Pennsylvania Mr. Miller 
was responsible for the rebuilding of 
many bridges destroyed in the Ohio 
floods of 1913, the greatest in living 
memory up to that time, though ex- 
ceeded by the recent floods that have 


ravaged the same area. In 1916 
he returned to this country to take 
up the position of Assistant Engi- 
neer, Great Eastern Railway, becoming 
Chief Assistant Engineer in 1917, and 
Chief Civil Engineer in 1918. Subse- 
quent to the amalgamation in 1923, 
Mr. Miller held the position of Chief 
Civil Engineer, Great Eastern 
Section, L.N.E.R., until Decem- 
ber 31, 1924, and on January 1, 
1925, was appointed Engineer, 
North Eastern Area, L.N.E.R., 
the position from which he now 
retires. He is a Member of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, 
was President of the Permanent 
Way Institution in 1920 and 
1921, and Chairman of the 
Yorkshire Section of the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers in the 
1930-1931 session. The Honours 
degree of LL.D. of Queen’s 
University, Belfast, was con- 
ferred upon him in 1922. Mr. 
Miller has always taken a keen 
interest in the social and 
athletic activities of the staff 
under him, and at various times 
served as Chairman of the Great 


Eastern Athletic Association 
and of the Liverpool Street 
Gymnastic and Boxing Club. 


Since his transfer to York he 
has been Chairman of Council 
of the York Railway Institute, 
and Chairman of the L.N.E.R. 
(N.E. Area) Athletic Associa- 
tion. In addition to his profes- 
sional and athletic interests, he 
was for three years President 
of the Leeds and District Ulster 
Society, and has recently been 
elected President of the Queen’s 
University Club, London. 





We regret to announce the 
death, at the age of 80, of Mr. 
Charles Tufnell Dyne Burchell, 

Chairman of Beyer Peacock & Co. Ltd. 


It is with regret that we have to 
record the death, on February 11, of 
Sir Miles Cecil Ives Partridge, K.B.E., 
sometime Manager of the former 
Central London Railway. After 12 
years’ experience in the offices of the 
General Manager, Superintendent of the 
Line, and Divisional Superintendent of 
the Great Western Railway, he was 
appointed Assistant Traffic Superinten- 
dent Central London Railway and in 
1903 was promoted to be _ Traffic 
Superintendent. It was in 1911 that 
he became Manager, the position he 
vacated in 1914. During the war he 
was General Manager of the Metropoli- 
tan Munitions Committee, and was 
created a K.B.E. in 1917. He was the 
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co-inventor of the Bowden and Part- 
ridge fog signal economiser. 

Mr. J. I. Campbell, who, as an 
nounced in THE Ratitway Gazette of 
February 5, has been appointed District 
Engineer, Boston, L.N.E.R., began his 
training as an apprentice with the 
former Caledonian Railway in the Dis- 
trict Engineer's Office, Perth, in 1907. 
[hereafter he became a junior assistant 





Mr. J. I. Campbell, 


Appointed District Engineer, 
L.N.E.R 


Soston, 


in the District Engineer’s Office, Edin- 
burgh, and early in 1914 entered the 
Chief Engineer’s Office of the North 
British Railway, as an_ assistant. 
During the war he was in the Army 
from 1914 to 1919, and served over- 
seas in France, latterly holding a com- 
mission in the 111th and 260th com 
panies, R.E. On demobilisation, Mr. 
Campbell returned to the N.B.R. New 
Works Department, where he remained 
after the amalgamation and until 1930, 
when he was appointed Chief Assistant 
to the District Engineer, Guide Bridge, 
L.N.E.R. It is from this position that 
he has now been promoted to be Dis 
trict Engineer, Boston, in succession to 
Mr. G. B. Barton, recently appointed 
Assistant to the Engineer (Maintenance) 
Southern Area. Mr. Campbell is an 
Associate Member of the Institution of 
Civil Engineers. 


We regret to record the recent death 


of Mr. Norris G. Bell, C.B.E., first 
Commonwealth Railways Commis- 
sioner. He was born at Dundee in 


1860, educated at the High School in 
that city, and at Edinburgh Collegiate 
School and University, and thereafter 
spent several years on railway construc- 
tion works in Scotland. After further 
experience with a leading firm of con- 
sulting engineers in London, and as 
engineer to a firm of railway contrac- 
tors, he went out to Queensland in 
1886, and was appointed Resident Engi- 
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neer on the construction of the Cook- 
town—Laura section of the Queensland 
Government Railways; he also built 
the bridge over the Laura River. Mr. 
Bell then held a managerial position 
in North Queensland, was appointed 
Chief Engineer in 1912, and in 1914 
became Engineer-in-Chief of the Com- 
monwealth Railways in charge of the 
Trans-Australian Railway construction. 
In addition, he was also appointed 





The late Mr. Norris G. Bell, C.B.E.. 


Australian Commonweaith Railways Commissioner, 
1917-29 


Acting Commissioner, and on the com- 
pletion of the construction, in 1917, 
was made Commissioner, the position 
from which he retired in 1929. Mr. 
Bell was also Chairman of the council 
that constructed the Kyogle—South 
Brisbane Railway, was one of the ori- 
ginal members of the main committee 
of the Australian Standards Associa- 
tion; and he was also a Member of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers (London) 
as well as an Hon. Colonel in the 
Engineer and Railway Staff Corps. 
After many years’ enthusiastic work 
for the Red Cross, he latterly acted 
as Chairman of the Victorian Central 
Depot Committee. Mr. Bell was made 
a C.B.E. for distinguished service to 
the Commonwealth in 1929. 

We regret to announce the death, at 
the age of 63, of Mr. Henry Chappell, 
of Bath, the railway poet, whose best 
known work was the war-time poem 
‘The Day.”’ He resigned last summer 
after 45 years’ service with the G.W.R. 


Mr. Frank Campbell has been elected 
Chairman of the South American 
Centre of the Institution of Locomo- 
tive Engineers for 1937-38. Mr. Camp- 
bell was born in 1882, and entered the 
South Eastern and Chatham Railway 
works at Ashford as an engineering 
apprentice in 1898. In 1901 he trans- 
ferred to the Glasgow & South Western 
Railway works at Kilmarnock, where 
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he finished his apprenticeship In 
1905 he joined the Samana & Santi.co 
Railway, Santc Domingo, as a mec : 
cal engineer, remaining there ] 
1911. In 1912 he joined the tech ] 
staff of the Galena Signal Oil Cx n 
Argentina, but in August, 1914 e 
volunteered for active service, anc S 
gazetted to a commission in the | ' 
land Light Infantry. He was s 


quently transferred to the Royal E 





Mr. Frank Campbell, 


Elected Chairman, South American Centre, Institut 
ot Locomotive Engineers, 1937-38 


neers, in which he attained the rank 
of Major. Mr. Campbell returned to 
Argentina after the war and entered 
the firm of Evans, Thornton & Co., 
where he became a Director in charge 
of the Railway Department. He has 
now resigned his position with that 
company, in order to start in business 
for himseif. 


INDIAN RAILWAY STAFF CHANGES 


Rai Bahadur D. N. Batra has been 
appointed to officiate as Deputy Chief 
Engineer, N.W.R., as from Decem 
ber 18, 1936. 

Mr. A. H. Thackwell has been con 
firmed as Deputy Chief Mechanical 
Engineer, E.I.R., as from January 1}. 

Mr. H. H. Saunders, Deputy Chief 
Mechanical Engineer, E.I.R. has been 
permitted to retire from Government 
service as from January 1. He is at 
present with the Vulcan’ Foundry 
Limited, Newton-le-Willows. 

Mr. E. R. Seshu Iyer has been ap- 
pointed to officiate as Chief Accounts 
Officer, N.W.R., as from January 14 

Mr. P. G. Shah, Deputy Chief A 
counts Officer, G.I.P.R., has _ been 
placed on special duty under the Con 
troller of Railway Accounts, as from 
January 11. 

Mr. H. Howe, Deputy Chief Engi 
neer, has been appointed to officiate 
as Deputy Agent, E.I.R., as from 
January 5. 
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Mr. A. B. Turner has been confirmed 
as Deputy Chief Mechanical Engineer, 
E.1.R., as from January 10. 


L.N.E.R. APPOINTMENTS 

The London & North Eastern Rail- 
way announces the following appoint- 
ment 

Captain F. W. Corbet, Master in the 
Harwich Continental Services, to be 
Assistant to the Marine Superintendent 
P ston Quay. 

Mr. L. J. Moorcock, head of the rates 
ind fares section of the Passenger 
Manager’s Office, York, to be Assistant 
District Passenger Manager, London. 

Mr. H. F. Pallant, Assistant to the 
Superintendent, Eastern Section, 
Southern Area, to be Assistant District 
Superintendent, Edinburgh. 


We regret to hear that Mr. Ashley 
Brown, the General Secretary of the 
British Railway Stockholders’ Union, 
has been advised by his doctor to take 
four months’ complete rest. Mr. Ashley 
Brown will, we understand, hand over 
his post to a deputy at the latest 
towards the close of the month. 

SouTH AFRICAN STAFF CHANGES 

Mr. C. W. Ballenden, System Engi- 
ne Cape Town, has been appointed 
Inspecting Engineer on the staff of the 
Chief Civil Engineer at headquarters. 

Mr. T. F. Bromley has been ap- 
pointed to succeed Mr. Ballenden as 
System Engineer, Cape Town. 

Mr WwW. B. A. Ritehie, B.Sc., 
A.M.Inst.C.E., has been appointed 
System Engineer, Durban. 

Mr. P. J. Louw has been appointed 
System Engineer, Port Elizabeth. 

Mr. J. W. Wragge has been ap- 

d Mechanical Engineer, Durban. 

Mr. E. H. Wilson has been appointed 


Locomotive Superintendent, Cap 
Town 
Mr. Ballenden joined the service as 
pupil draughtsman over 40 years ago, 
and | been employed mostly on sur 
1 construction work all over the 
Union and South West Africa. He be 
came an Assistant Engineer in 1909, 
District Engineer in 1920, and acting 
Assistant Superintendent, 1923. In 
1931 he was promoted to be System 
Engineer, Kimberley. He has been 


System Engineer at Cape Town sinc 
Jul 1935. 
sudden 


We regret to record the 


death, on February 23, of Sir Henry 
Jackson, Bt., M.P., B.Sc., M.B 
Edin.), Chairman, since 1933, of th 
London and Home Counties Traffi 
Advisory Committee, and its repre 
sentative on the board of appointing 
trustees, who, under section 1 of the 
J lon Passenger Transport Act, 1933, 
ire charged with the duty of appoint 

1e members of the London Passen 

[fransport Board. He was also 
( rman of the Transport Committee 
of the Conservative Members of the 


rouse of Commons, and had _ been 
Chairman of the Standing Committee 
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on Mineral Transport since 1932. Born 
in Lancashire in 1875, Sir Henry was 
educated at Bury Grammar School and 
Cambridge, London and Edinburgh 
Universities, and took a double first 
in the Natural Science Tripos at Cam 
bridge; he was also a Fellow of Down- 
ing College for 10 years. He was 
Mayor of Wandsworth, 1921-24, and, 
except during 1929-31, has been M.P. 
for Central Wandsworth since 1924. 
G.W.R. SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LINE 
Sir Robert Horne, Chairman of the 
Great Western Railway, referred in his 
speech at the company’s meeting on 
Wednesday (reported on page 386) to 
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the capable and zealous service of 
Mr. H. L. Wilkinson as Superintendent 
of the Line since 1933, a post he had 
to resign through ill health last July. 
He said the company was fortunate in 
having available such a competent suc- 
cessor to fill Mr. Wilkinson’s place as 
Mr. F. R. Potter, who has spent the 
whole of his working life in the Traffic 
Department of the company. 

Herr W. Kleinmann, Deputy General 
Manager of the German State Railway 
Company under the old régime, has 
been appointed Secretary to the 
Ministry of Transport under Dr. Dorp- 
iniiller. 








L.N.E.R. (King’s Cross) Literary Society 
Smoking Concert 


At the invitation of Mr. G. Sutherland, 
Chief Accountant, L.N.E.R., we were 
privileged to enjoy a most entertaining 
evening on Friday last at the King’s 
Cross Literary Society’s 45th annual 
smoking concert, held at the Queen’s 
Hall; Mr. William Whitelaw, Chair- 
man of the company, presided. A 
more attractive programme than ever 
was skilfully arranged and admirably 
carried out this year by the band of the 
Welsh Guards and an excellent com 
pany of musical and comedy artists. 
Among the guests present were : 

Representing the L.N.E.R. 

Mr. William Whitelaw, Sir Murrough Wilson 
and Lady Wilson, Sir Chas. Batho; Messrs. 
Andrew McCosh, J. McLaren, P. J. Dowsett, 


O. H. Corble, G. Sutherland, R. Brown, C. J. 
Selway, G. Marshall, J. E. Ryan, R. J. M. 
Inglis, J. C. L. Train, P. Syder, F. Warriner, 
J. Lees, G. Sutcliffe, H. J. Birkbeck, R. R. 


Pettitt, S. A. V. Gregory, F. S. C. Stanley, 
H.S. Owen, J. F. Sparke, and Mr. C. J. Selway 


Also present were :—Messrs. E. Taylor, 
Chief Accountant, L.M.S.R.; G. Morton, Asst 
Accountant, L.M.S.R.; \. Howie, Joint 
Accountant, Southern Railway; A. Moore, 


Audit Accountant, Southern Railway; C. S 
Louch, Comptroller and Accountant, L.P.T.B. ; 
I 


.R 


Cc. R. Sherrington, Railway Research Ser 
vice; E. E. Painter, Secretary, Railway Clear 
ing House; A. Feirn and J. Caldwell, Ministry 
of Transport ; E. Huskisson, Thos. Cook & Sons; 
H. J. Jewell, B. & N. Line Roval Mail; L. \ 
Ceresole, Swiss Federal Railways; A. Mertz, 
Belgian State Railways; S. H. James, Pick 
fords Limited; and H. G. Dring, Canadian 
Pacific Railway. Also representatives of most 
of the important trading concerns connected 


with the L.N.I 
Mr. Whitelaw, before presenting the 
cups and shields for the various com- 
petitions organised by the _ society, 
welcomed the friends and traders who 
were their guests at the concert. He 
said he had no special message of any 
serious import this year, but mentioned 
that though the railway barometer was 
rising slightly, the weather was still 
a little chilly in the dividend depart- 
ment. He made some amusing allu- 
sions to the concert programme, which 
had a most attractive cover. He then 
presented the following trophies : 
Billiards League Championship Competition 
Division 1.—*‘ Hill Dawe” Championship 
Cup, won by Mr. J. A. Lavelle, Chief Stores 
Superintendent’s Office (for third year in 
succession). Mr. Lavelle is also the present 


holder of the Railways Athletic Association 
Billards Championship. 

Division 2.—*‘ Great Northern Officers’ Cup,” 
won by Mr. F. R. L. Parnwell, Engineer’s 
Othice. 

Division 3.—‘‘ Warriner ”’ Cup, won by Mr. 
r. Marsh, Funds Office. 

Snooker Championship Competition 

Division 1.—‘* Newton”? Cup, won by Mr. 
R. L. Ormes, Engineer’s Office. 

Divisions 2 and 3.—There are at present no 
cups for the winners and suitable prizes are 
awarded. The winners were Mr. A. D. Brookes, 
Superintendent’s Department, and Mr. W. 
Simpson, Registration Department 

Chess Section Championship Cup. 

Won by Mr. S. W. Owers, Passenger Manager’s 
Department. 

Inter-Departmental Billiards Competition and 
Inter-Departmental Snooker Competition 

Both these competitions were won by the 
‘Other Departments” team, made up _ of 
members from various departments other than 
the Accountant’s, Engineer’s, and Goods 
Manager’s, and captained by Mr. R. C. Methven, 
Funds Office. 

Later on in the programme Mr. O. H. 
Corble, Assistant to the Chief General 
Manager and Industrial Agent, in the 
unavoidable absence of Mr. Newton, 
Divisional General Manager, Southern 
Area, L.N.E.R., proposed a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman, which was 
responded to with the usual enthusiasm, 
and a most enjoyable evening closed 
with the singing of Auld Lang Syne. 








AWARD FOR PAPERS ON ARC WELDING. 

The institution is announced from 
the U.S.A. of a $200,000 award to be 
divided among 446 prizes for the best 
papers dealing with arc welding as a 
primary process of manufacture, fabri- 
cation, or construction in eleven major 
divisions of industry. This award, 
known as the James F. Lincoln Arc 
Welding Foundation, has been created 
by the Lincoln Electric Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A., which is 
affiliated with the Lincoln Electric 
Co, Ltd., of Welwyn Garden City, 
Herts. Entrants must submit their 
papers by June 1, 1938, and are recom- 
mended to communicate promptly with 
the Foundation Secretary, P.O. Box 
5728, Cleveland, for full particulars of 
the awards and the classes under which 
papers may be entered. 
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| nual general meeting of the Great Western Railway 
an was held at Paddington station on Wednesday, 
24, the Rt. Hon. Sir Robert Horne, G.B.E., K.¢ 
P. (¢ irman of the company presiding 
| S ry (Mr. If. Kk. E. Davis) read the notice con 
t! inual general meeting and the special general 
ting 
CHAIRMAN: Ladies and gentlemen, as this year will 
ss the Coronation of our gracious Sovereign King 
VI, l am sure it would be the wish of this meeting 
t hould tender to His Majesty id his consort Queen 
eth our : tiul feelings of loyalty and devotion 
that their reign may be a long, happy and peace 
id that under their sovereignty the British peopl 
hout the Empire may attain increased well-being and 
Li ne 
da i the Coronation Ma 12 ~ 
lasa Bat t | Public Holida \ \ n n 
tion the question of leave art s f | 
pose to int n bh tafl 
1 I i h | 
) the t { ' 
gral | l | vith ibseq } 
if } fou Dp ti ) t vill be gi l 
lit il | isolati f bei 1) 
icipat in re I f nati e101 
Directorate and Staff 
1 li 
o fill he b t { ‘ 
lected on 
t VI A. W B V1 Ot a ial | 
1 | I I ¢ i sh the Gr W 
( | H if er u now 
{ ‘ ) tro! 1905 1908 \ | 
i Mini r< 
) } Minis 
M A. W. B } , 
Ix ) W I ted 1 Redpath B \ Ke { 
ib t of } 
1 ddition + 
! Mr. H 
> I | 
I 
Va I \ 
| 1) 
\ 
increased Receipts 
‘ > (Wf) 1 
( 
| ! a i 
\ £183.000 |} be made 
port I 
} , : : 
i Ws ‘ 
. { » bh es 731 
W i I ious year. 
I ( } lway vw s £991, 12% 


cartel— New 


works-—Prospects for 1937 

passenger train receipts accounting for an increase of £352,573 
whilst goods trains and miscellaneous traffic receipts in 

by £638,548. The general improvement which has 
place in our home trade is mainly responsible for 
1ugmentations, but to the incidence of Leap Y 
had also the benefit of an extra working day. Gross ex 


owing 


ture on railway working during 1936 increased by £54,080 

but for comparative purposes allowance must be n 

the overpayments in respect of rates and rate relief 35 
| 


pending the re 
the 


the company’s undertal 


before the 


issessinent ol 


outcome of our claim Courts 


Economy in Operation 


I am glad to say that this has now been scttled 
to a few minor points which hav still to be det 
The alteration of the basis of our liability for rat 
rate relief resulted in a saving last year of £327,000 | 


our expenditure would still 


ing this out of account 
been only £581,000 excess of the previous year [rt 
le SAN rat n refore, our addit 
x itu 38-5 p ent. of the 
re | I il t f t figure of t 
PF ee ted, ee ae ae highly sa 
micn 1 s 1 
, d ae 7 ‘ es 
ES5 000 I th 1uaicre ( xX th 
Railw Staif N ) | ) t | 
Au 16 last ilaries 
lovees WV 1 1931 
i cel] i ( 1deT 
decline of £61,762, du tic 
rts fro South W Phi i \ 
€119.701 but t 1 ' | tion of 
£120. 00 , oul ibilit i ( of ra 
ief, there wotlld have bee ( reas¢ f £47,000 
nue from all so mi { to £6,314,830 
of £864,271. Adding the balance rought forward ft 
1 i of £44,373 1 ad t inte 1 
) tures a d p! oraina 1 i 
1,364,686 i\ lab] ior < I a = nary 
Juring the past f \ exp ad ¢ 
. 7% 10ds Of t 1 ¢ I OW 1 th ‘ 
hough we ) " nfi e 4 
ut ] t nu re se t 
in order to le iturall 
il of anxiet h I ga | iter 
rans 
Dividend Independent of Reserves 
[his for th st 1930 
) 1 Sulficient > O* } D ent f [ 
end on tl lary st Also t dd 
I daresay you n ; : | 
ious period 67 5; G Western ordina 
1 dividenc er | 
3 ) the ! ( sions 
il I ( hen th 
len f As I told 
l Ipre S 1 rating positi 
| th wih l sment of oul 
i li 1 1 S vas f I] ( rined fe . 
| m_ ire 1931 1936 stantial sum 
a to us Im respect ¢ ry s exacted fi 
ind rate relief I stima of this amount 
10d D mb £31 1935—that is to sav, ove! 
quinquennium—is £1,737,800, and as our free 1 
nar been reduced to £1,514,577 in connection wit 
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m nance of the dividend at 3 per cent., we felt that proposals for a by-pass line at Dawlish, for a new line from 
ih ident and the proper course was to transfer this sum North Acton to Ruislip—which is part of the general scherre 
737,800 to the contingency fund, which now stands for improved facilities in the London Passenger Transport 
252,679—approximately the total of our free reserves area; for a new line from St. Germans to Looe, and for th 
Six rs ago. completion of the doubling of the Porthcawl branch. Wi 
is only one other matter in the accounts upon which hope to be in a position to let contracts for, at any rate, 
I 1 to comment, and that is the large increase in thi part of all these schemes during the current year. The new 
ssets and liabilities figuring in the balance heet carriage storing sheds at Cherry Orchard and Swindon 
| sults from the arrangements made with His Majesty’s to enable us to stable coaches under cover. A considerable 
7 G ment for financing our programme of new works by portion of our coaching stceck is not required in the winter 
with the advantage of Government credit—up to months, and, under present conditions, has to stand in the 
£ illion from the London Electric Transport Finance open exposed to all weathers, which is obviously undesirable. 
m Limited and from the Railway Finance Cor We are also extending the carriage repair depots at Old Oak 
n Limited. We have already borrowed approximately Common and Caerphilly with a view to improving the general 
£ 000 trom these corporations at an average rate of maintenance of our coaching stock and saving light mileage 
21) t of about 2} per cent., and our liabilities have, there at present incurred in sending vehicles to Swindon for repairs. 
1 increased accordingly. The works which we con The hotel at Paddington is being modernised, as many of 
- irrying out on capital account during the current you will probably have noticed, and we hope to begin the 
requil tbout £1,300,000, and in the meantime construction of our new hotel at Looe about the middle of 
wed money is included with our other investments the current vear. 
ets side of the balance sheet. We require further Parliamentary powers for a deviation 
— ind a small extension of the new avoiding line at Dawlish 
Rating Assessments which we find is desirable, and also for the continuation 
uready mentioned that the revised ass ents between Ruislip and Denham of the extension of the Ealing 
year 1936 were adopted in compiling the account nd Shepherds Bush Railwa These works, together with a 
past yeat rt igures, however, hich have b numbet ‘of minor matters, ar included in a Bill which we 
l by tne Rativ A sment Authority embrace rot have deposited in Parliament in the present Session, and it 
¢ period to March 31, 19 which had ex will be submitted formally to you for approval at the special 
re the ¢ piicated issues were disposed cf—but als r Wharacliffé meeting to follow this assembly, of which 
md quinquennium to March 81, 1941. The applica the usual statutory notice has been given 
the broad principles settled by the House of Lords 
Southern Railway Company’s case to the differing cir Railway Unions’ Claims 
es of each of the other main-line companies was by ; takine pl ith the rail 
Ss an eas\ itter, and this was appreciated by the Phe negotiations which wert taking pia e witl Ge rai 
tatives cf all parties at the numerous conferences “@Y Uwmens when I iddressed you twelve months age in 
ok pla in connection with the draft. valuation nnection with their claim for the cnet of the 2} - 
epared by the Railway Assessment Authority Ulti cent. deduc tion from earnings and <p Praag r concessions failed 
however, a compromise was effected, and under it to culminate in a settlement, and the matter was referred 
innual value of. the Great Western Railway Com in July last to the Railway stan National rribunal, presided 
: over by Sir Arthur Salter. The Associated Society of Loco- 


ndertaking is fixed at £1,650,000 for the first quin 








me e Engineers al firemen subs ly decided to make 

n—and this gives you a measure of the extent of — Motive Engin and Firemen 0 6.9 a I ir ey . 

i i uk indey ( icatio o the tril al as ’ had for 
ercharging in the past—as against £2,310,000 pre ait ind pendent ipplic ition to the tribunal a vey ha 

: niulated a claim which went considerably bevond the restora 


ind at £1,400,000 for the second quinquennium, 
s based on the de pressed years cf 1930-1934, inclusive 


tion of conditions previcusly enjoyed under their terms of 


» Sask The decis ; = , oi bie ; 
nsequence ot the revised assessments the innual nployment Ph - oo cad on th wie ers ne ng pe 
ivailable for rebates on traffic has been reduced con with the first application whi nh was promu Rater on Ju \ = 
bly, and the Railway Freight Rebate Act. 193 last, was that the deduction from earnings imposed in 1931 
I : l o eda 7) y : ob 


hould be further reduced from 2} per cent. to 1} per cent., 


fies the rebate provisions of the Local Government Act 
ind that the standard rate of time and a quarter for overtime 





%, SO as to confine the rebates to milk and livestock “ie 
coal, coke and patent fuel This as wou oil an should be restored, the increases to be operative for a minl 
xcludes from benefit iron and steel: certain coal traffics mum period of twelve months rom August, 1936. —— 
mnected with the export trade: and certain agricul In the « ise of the Associated Society of Locomot ve Engi 
traffics. , és neers and Firemen the tribunal found against the claim, 
dealing with rebates on docks-traffic a similar procedure but in doing so indic ated that it would be open to the men 
been adopted, and the benefit is now restricted to expert to commence new negotiations when the annual accounts of 
coke and patent fuel, and imported pitwood. Alth ugh the c say eens ena available The associated society have 
of the railway traffic to which these rebates { cateicali since advised the companies that their members are dis 
| was carried at exceptionally low rates, a certain satisfied with the decisions of the tribunal, and in reply 
t of traffic in the higher grades also received rebates have been informed that the companies cannot depart from 
| probable effect of reduction or withdrawal in these special the salon dings. D 25 a vaoetnny however, now taking place 
has been reviewed and where the factor of road con between the Gene ral Manage rs of the companies and the 
petition had to be met reductions in rates have been agreed,  ™ 7S eee and, = the hap crane — 
st of which offsets to a certain extent the benefit only express the hope that a satisfactory understanding will 

ting from the smaller amount now payable by us t be reached 

rebates fund 
Traffic Figures 

New Works [ will now deal with the operating side of our business. 
! will now deal briefly with our programme of new works The passenger traffic figures are somewhat disappointing, 
M h are being financed under the arrangement to which 1 the increase in the number of passengers carried (exclusive 
ilready referred During the past year a number ot of season ticket holders) being cnly 328,000. The increase 
schemes were completed and a great deal of preliminary would have been considerably greater but for the depres 
was done in connection with the programme of works sion in Monmouthshire and South Wales, as in these areas 
carried out during the current vear, involving, as I the number of passengers originating showed a decrease of 
I said, an expenditure of about £1,300,000. Mest of th over 1} million over the previous year, whereas in all other 
les are to facilitate the working of traffic and effect listricts there was an increase. That will show you, ladies 
mies in-operation, and I shall mention one or two cof ind gentiemen, the effect on our fortunes of the state of 
t more important ones which are being undertaken for iffairs in South Wales. Our receipts from passengers im- 
ial reasons. I have referred on previous occasions to our proved to the extent of £282,000, which is attributable to 
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the development of long distance traffic and an increase in 
the number of first class passengers carried. 

Receipts from parcels, mails and miscellaneous traffic in- 
creased by £70,000, which is satisfactory by comparison with 
1935, as the lower charges which were in operation through- 
out 1936 only obtained for six months in the previous year. 
[he earning of the additional passenger revenue of £352,000 
involved the running of 1,300,000 more train miles, but this 
done at a smaller percentage increase of cost than the 
increase in re 


Was 
percentage rhe average speed of our 
nger trains was higher than in any previous year, and 
punctuality was fully maintained. Develop 
the year included the provision of two buffet 

type; the introduction of nine more 
for services where the traffic is insufficient to justify 
steam train, a special diesel 


ceipts 
pass 
the standard of 
ments during 
cars of a new diesel 
railcars 
the expense ol 


running a and 


car designed for the conveyance of parcels, which is an 
innovation in this country, and has already proved to be 
i great success. We are now experimenting with a diesel 
car capable of hauling a trailer, which, if successful, should 


nable us to effect economies in working some of our branch 
Other recent developments which are still expand- 


tickets, circular tours, 


‘ 
SCTVICeS 
holiday se 


ing in popularity are ison 


organised party traffic, and camp coaches, all of which hav 
brought in additional revenue during the past year. We 
have ils intensified our canvassing arrangements and 
recently appointed the first lady canvasser ever to be em 
ployed in this capacity on a railway; I am glad to say that 
the experiment is proving very successful 
Higher Freight Receipts 

furning now to our activities on the freight side, we con 
veyed during the year an additional 1,411,000 tons of general 
merchandise and mineral traffic, which created an increase 
in our receipts of £525,000. Although our coal carryings 
decreased by over a million tons our receipts from this class 
of traffic increased by £61,000 This is explained by the 
increase in the average length of haul. [The improvement 
in merchandise traffic followed the greater measure of pros 
perity experienced by our domestic trade The demand 
for iron and steel accounts for more than half the total 
increase 1n our carryings of goods, and this has to some extent 

is vet small and scarcely as vet realised been brought 
ibout by the re-armainent policy of the Government. Other 
traifics which showed satisfactory increases were cement, 
limest oil-cake, and grain. The decline in coal traffx 
was entirely due to a further falling off ‘in the export trade, 
to which I shall make reference later, but on the other 
hand there was a considerable increase in the inland trade, 
due partly to the recovery in the iron and steel industry 


t 
rhe longer haul of coal] for inland consumption gave us an 
6-97d. per ton, a over ld. 
is I have explained, for the in 
crease in receipts. To earn the additional goods train revenue 
of £627,000 had to run 989,000 more train miles, but 
our average train load was slightly higher than in the pre 
year, and the amount of shunting per 
hundred train miles was the lowest on record. The tonnag 
of trafiic carted by the company’s horses and motors was 
greater, and the cost per ton lower, than in any previous 


iverage receipt of Vs. 


ton, 


rise ot 


per which accounts, 


we 


vious performed 


year, whilst the cost of handling traffic at our goods stations 
was also the lowest we have yet achieved 

As in the case of our passenger train traffic we have 
intensified our canvassing arrangements with beneficial ri 


sults, and have been able to secure a considerable quantity 
of additional traffic by quoting special rates including de 
livery, instead of station to station rates as previously, 
and also by extending ‘‘ agreed charge ’’ arrangements. 
Further economies have been effected in the use of rolling 
stock, and in recent years we have considerably reduced 
the number of locomotives, carriages and wagons in service. 
The more intensive use which we are now making of the 
vehicles available is illustrated by the increase in the average 
daily mileage run by the locomotives, which for last vear 
was the highest on record. Some difficulty was occasionally 
experienced in meeting the wagon requirements owing to the 
large fluctuations in the daily loadings, which varied to the 
extent of no less than 4,600 wagons. In this connection I 
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may point out that whilst our road transport competitors 
are able to secure a fairly constant use for their vehic] 1S 
they can compete for any of our traffic and carry only the 
most profitable, the railway companies have to carry any 
traffic which may be offered to them, and have thus to bear 
the expense of catering for the peak traffics. 
Docks and Coal Exports 
The volume of traffic dealt with at our docks durin he 
year showed a further decline owing to continued difficulties 
in the markets in which South Wales competes. Coal exports 


through the Bristol Channel ports declined by 2,500,000 tons 
reducing our total shipments abroad to 15,887,000 
rhis figure compares tragically with 28,795,000 tons sh i 
in the year 1929. Shipments to Italy in 1936 compared » 
the year 1935 declined by 1,559,000 tons; to Egy} Y\ 
471,000 tons; to Spain by 388,000 tons; and to Canac 
206,000 tons; and there were minor decreases in the 
ments to a number of other countries. On the other 
there was an improvement in exports to the Argentin 
France of 137,000 and 210,000 tons respectively, and ll 
increases to the Irish Free State, Brazil, Denmark 
The fall in coal exports from Monmouthshire 


Sweden. 


South Wales has been much greater than from any « 
exporting district in Great Britain. [his is due to s 
extent to national policy, and in a considerable degree to 
foreign subsidised competition, from which South Wales is 





the chief sufferer. Unless some action is taken by the Go 
ment to enable the industry to meet this 
ompetition from foreign countries, there would seem t 
little hope of regaining some of the lost markets. 

It has been suggested to the Government that the prol 


coal subsid 


could be solved by the creation of a cartel embracing 
coal producing « yuntries in Europe, but before suc hat | 
could be formed it is essential that the representatives 


the industry responsible for negotiating the suggested « 
mparable footing with their foreign 
compet clearly the duty of the Government 
take any practical steps to support a vital industry which 
pardy through action taken by themselves in 
national interest, or bv foreign Governments. In our vi 

i. declaration by the Government of its intention to obtain 
fair play for the coal industry in the competitive markets 
of the world, even if this involved granting a subsidy, would 


should be placed on a ct 


tors. It is 


be in jer 


assist the industry to negotiate a cartel on lines equital 
to this country. The loss of 206,000 tons in shipments 

anthracite to Canada, which in that market has_ been 
displaced by supplies from Russia, is another serious blow 


} 
pe 


Wales, 


otiations with Canada t 


to South 
found in neg 


and it is hoped that some means will 
regain this trade 


South Wales Trade 

The net revenue of £119,000 from our dock 
last year was, as I have said, secured solely by reason of the 
long overdue reduction in our liability for rates and rate 
relief, and without it we sheuld not have earned any profit 
whatever on the £21,000,000 invested in our docks. Every 
thing possible has been Gone to effect diminutions in expendi 
ture by reducing the number of appliances available for traffu 
ind by the temporary closing of Penarth Dock, a step which 
Il need hardly say we took with great reluctance. We hay 
now reached the limit to which expenditure can readily 
be reduced without impairing the efficiency of this part 
of our undertaking, and can only anxiously await the result 
of the Government’s plans for the resuscitation of the Special 
Areas in the hope that they will include measures which will 
revive the export coal trade. 

Last July i adopted a suggestion made in the press that 
I should call a conference of the leading industrialists in 
Monmouthshire and South Wales to consider measures for 
assisting trade in this important area in which we are mutu- 
ally interested. The response from all quarters was most 
gratifying, and a fuli and frank exchange of views took place, 
as the result of which the most representative body of South 
Wales interests that has ever been brought together was 
formed, and designated the ‘‘ South Wales Trade Recovery 
and Expansion Committee.’’ The committee has presented 
three reports to the Government dealing with urgent matters 


undertaking 
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.flecting the coal and shipping industries, and we are assured 
that the proposals put forward are having careful considera- 
ti »y the Government. 
committee are also co-operating with the new Com 
0 mer for Distressed Areas, the Special Areas Recon- 
st tion Association Limited, and the Nuffield Trustees, 
joint effort to bring about the establishment of new 
stries in Monmouthshire and South Wales. In this 
ction, I should like to express our great appreciation 
of the public spirit displayed by Lord Nuffield in giving 
£° (00,600 to assist industries in the distressed areas. The 
ect of South Wales sharing in this munificent gift 
les us to look forward to possible important develop- 
ts in the near future which we hope will have a marked 
on the unemployment problem in that area. 

ire deeply indebted to our colleague, Lord Portal, 
s keeping us in close touch with all these developments. 


HH Chairman of the Special Areas Reconstruction Associa 
ti id a Trustee of the Nuffield Fund, and for some time 
has devoted practically the whole of his time to the 
sts of the depressed areas. He is untiring in his efforts 
ing about the establishment of new industries in South 


\\ s and in the other Special Areas, and I am sure we 

ish him the utmost success in the difficult task which 
W such admirable public spirit, he has undertaken. The 
S h Wales Recovery Committee also owes a debt of grati 


our General Manager, Sir James Milne, whose re- 
S e and vision have been invaluable in dealing with the 
ns confronting us. (Applause.) 
Prospects 
will probably expect me to say a few words about the 


ects for the current year. There are certain known 


rs in regard to expenditure which must be borne in 
Che increased cost resulting from the further partial 
I ration of the cut in salaries and wages was only felt 


during the last four and a half months of the past vear, 


this additional expenditure will now operate over the 
months of 1937. There will also be increased 
nents to a considerable number of the staff in the lower 
s, whose wages have been increased as from January | 

on account of the rise in the cost of living 
We have to face, too, additional expenditure in respect of 
is all new contracts for locomotive coal are now being 
fixed on the basis of an extra Is. per ton. Comparatively 
few of the contracts needed renewal last vear, and _ the 
rising cost of coal did not, therefore, materially affect the 
1956 accounts. There has also been an increase in the price 
ommodities generally, particularly railway sleepers, which 
ip by over 40 per cent. Moreover, iron and steel goods, 


( vhich we are very large consumers, have advanced in 


iu twelve 


South Wales and the Government 
m the revenue side, we must remember that there is one 
] working day than last year. We may assume, however, 
our passenger traffic will benefit on account of the 


Coronation. As regards goods traffic, there is every indica 
tion of a further improvement in trade, and we should derive 
benefit from the proposals of the Government to establish 
ertain armament factories on the company’s system, the 
construction of which had either not commenced or had 


le insufficient progress to yield us much traffic last year. 
During 1936 seventy-three new firms established themselves 
on the company’s system, from whose traffic we may expect 
to reap advantage in the current year. We may also lock 
forward hopefully to the results of the efforts now being 
made to establish new industries in South Wales, and to 
the various measures which it is understood the Government 
have in contemplation for relieving the severe distress in 
that area. It is known that important proposals have been 
laid before the Government for the establishment of a large 
works in South Wales for the extraction of oil from coal, 
which would bring in its train the manufacture of many 
by-products. There is little doubt that development along 
these lines must eventually take place if Britain is not to 
lag woefully behind other industrial nations, and there is 
no place more suitable for such enterprises than South Wales. 
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Another proposal which is being considered by a com- 
mittee under the auspices of the Mines Department is the 
question of greater use of coal in the Merchant Navy, and 
I trust that some steps may be taken in this direction. 
With regard to our dock undertaking, it is hoped to recover 
a considerable proportion of the million and a half tons 
in our shipments to Italy which we lost last year, and 
we also anticipate increased exports to France, to coaling 
depots abroad, and, in a minor degree, to the Argentine 
nd Brazil. Our shipments of coal have been reduced to a 
very low level, and, while immediate prospects are un- 
doubtedly better, there can be no assurance of any sustained 
recovery until action is taken by the Government to enable 
the coai export industry to compete on an equitable basis 
with foreign competitors. 

In conclusion, I think you will all appreciate that, with 
it is impossible to make any con- 
fident forecast as to the results of the coming year, but 
taking all circumstances into consideration, including the 
cost of working the additional traffic which we anticipate, 
I am hopeful ‘that our net earnings will not fall below those 
of last year. I shall be only too pleased to answer as far 
as I ain able any questions that you may desire to put to 
ine after I have formally moved the following resolution : 

Phat the Report of the Directors and Statement of Ac- 
counts for the year ended December 31, 1936, be received 
ind adopted.’’ I shall ask Lord Palmer to second that. 

Phe Rr. Hox. Lorp PaLMER (Deputy-Chairman): I have 
much pleasure in seconding that. 

[The CHAIRMAN: Now, ladies and gentlemen, the oppor- 
for questions, comments, and—if there be any such 


sO Many varying factors, 


tunity 
criticisms is afforded to you. 


Shareholders’ Remarks 

Mr. E. H. Greg asked a question on renewals of engines 
in the company’s shops in Statistical Table No. XI. It was 
shown in that table that the number of renewals was 149, 
and the figure for renewals was given as £426,043, which 
seemed to mean only £2,860 per engine. He could not see 
that an engine could be built at Swindon for that sum. 

The Chairman pointed out that the total expenditure on 
renewals covers work other than complete engines and that 
it was not correct to assume that it related only to the 149 
new engines. 

Mr. W. H. Robson said he was one of a family whose 
members between them had put in 1,500 years of active 
service in the locomotive department of the company. He 
himself had worked on the railway from 1884 to 1890 and 
he thought there should be no further increase of wages and 
salaries excepting the restoration of the 1} per cent. of the 
last 5 per cent. cut, and no further improved working 
conditions of railway employees until the shareholders 
received their pre-war dividend. Before granting any subsidy 
to assist in recovering lost markets for the export coal trade, 
the Government should insist that only coal be used for fuel 
on the locomotives and steamers of all the railway companies 
in Great Britain. The best coal in the world was in South 
Wales, and in spite of the claims put forward for the use 
of oil as a fuel in this country, Welsh coal was economically 
superior and could be used on the railways, in the mercantile 
marine, in the Navy, and also in the power stations, with 
every satisfaction and also to the benefit of this country and 
its workers. 

Mr. I. J. Anthony again referred to the canals, and claimed 
some of the credit for the reduction in expenditure upon 
them during the past year. He suggested that the com- 
pany’s Bill should include a clause empowering it to dispose 
of any obsolete canals. He also said that the deficit on 
collection and delivery for 19386 was £67,000 worse than for 
1935. When this work was done by contractors they could 
make the work pay. Here he thought there was room for 
reorganisation. 

Mr. W. H. Silcocks congratulated the company on obtain- 
ing sufficient earnings for the stockholders, without recourse 
to reserves. But there were now three forces against the 
company and its stockholders. The first was the road trans- 
port industry. The rail was unfortunately unsuccessful in 
its recent contest with the road, but he thought that the 
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appalling road slaughter should be stopped and the heavy 
traffic put back on the railways. 

Mr. A. H. Phillips asked that the road transport people 
who brought goods from a distance should not be allowed 
to take them 21} miles inside the docks after they arrived at 
the dock gates. ~ This practice was also a danger to employees 
working in the docks. The company should convey the 
traffic inside and out. 

Mr. Ashley Brown thought the statement made by the 
Chairman was quite convincing in regard to the enterprise 
and ability with which the company had been administered 
during the past twelve months. 3ut looking ahead some 
stockholders had very serious misgivings on account of the 
demand which labour was getting into the habit of making 
on the companies at fairly regular intervals. | Stockholders 
really wanted a friendly agreement with labour which should 
be binding on both parties, for a period of time. Regarding 
road transport, the Government might well be asked to 
consider whether the moment at which it was proposing to 
spend so many millions on armaments was really the moment 
at which to spend hundreds of millions of pounds on the 
widening of secondary roads to carry traffic which really 
had no business to be there. 

« said there had been a move on the part of the 
Government to encourage the use of coal in steamships, and 
he believed also in the Navy. That was a matter going 
a great deal further than helping the coal industry. The 
country was getting perilously dependent on supplies of fuel 


Mr. Gre 


which had to come overseas. 


Chairman’s Reply 

The CHairnMAN: Now, ladies and gentlemen, it seems that 
those are all the questions that members of the audience 
wish te put to me. | should like to deal with them seriatim. 

In the first place, let me deal with the supplemental 
question put by Mr. Greg, viz.:—That one of the prime 
considerations of the Government ought to be that we are 
greatly advantaged in using coal here rather than de pending 
upon supplies of oil from overseas, especially in connection 
with national defence. That, I personally know, is very 
much before the mind of Sir Thomas Inskip at the present 
time, and I also know that the whole question is being 
most thoroughly studied with a view to taking the best 
possible measures to safeguard our interests and the welfare 
of the country. Next may I just mention what Mr. Ashley 
3rown has so kindly said with regard to the management 
of the company We are always glad to hear him as a 
representative of the railway stockholders and to consider 
anything that he has to put before us. The matter which 
he has mentioned, with regard to the spending of money 
on roads at the present time, when large loans are likely 
in future to be raised in connection with armament, is one 
which also is before the Government, and I shall take care 
that Mr. Hore-Belisha, the Minister of Transport, receives 
the suggestion which Mr. Ashley Brown has made today. 


Road-Borne Traffic 

[hen with regard to road-borne traffic entering the docks, 
I understand the position to be that, speaking generally, 
persons carrying goods to the ships are entitled to convey 
them for delivery in their own vehicles; but probably we 
might have some restraining power if those vehicles were 
in a state in which they were dangerous. The position 
depends of course on the provisions in the Acts of Parliament 
regulating the particular docks. 

Now Mr. Silcocks uttered a great many sentiments which 
were agreeable to the railway stockholders and I should 
be very glad to welcome Mr. Silcocks in ‘+’ M-ase cf 
Commons where he could usefully give vent to _ these 
Whilst we shall try to command success in the 
matters which he mentioned, I am bound to indicate that 
they are not entirely within our control. 

Mr. Anthony raised familiar questions again—canals and 
collection and delivery of goods. On the subject of the 
canals, J should like to think that Mr. Anthony was accu- 
rate in what he said in attributing to his own efforts at 
these meetings the diminution in the losses which we suffered 
upon the canals, but in fact I am obliged, in the cause of 


opinions. 
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iccuracy, to say that the diminution in the losses on canals 
is due partly to an increase in revenue and partly to the 
benefit from the reduced rating assessment. We dislike the 
loss on these canals as much as he does, but the fact js 
this: that it would probably cost us more if these canals 
were shut down than it costs us to keep them in their 
present condition, for the reason, that we should in all] 
likelihood be involved in heavy compensation payments 

get relief from the obligations imposed on us by Parliam 

when we became the owners. 


Collection and Delivery 

With regard to the collection and delivery of traffic. | 
think I have explained before at these meetings that th 
figure which is put as against that particular item in 
account is an arbitrary figure. We have to make some sort 
of division between what is attributed to rail and what 
attributed to the cartage in a composite rate, and wi 
satisfied that the arrangements now adopted are to 
benefit of the company and preferable to any other system 

There is only one other thing that I have to mention, and 
that is with regard to Mr. Robson’s remarks concerning t 
wages and salaries of railway employees. 
doubtedly true tha 
wages, &c., during the last forty years, perhaps larger than 
in some other forms of employment. He does not, howe, 
put forward any practical proposition, and you, ladies 
gentlemen, know very well that the matter does not remai 
in our hands to settle. It is the Railway Staff National 
[ribunai which decides them. In the proceedings bef 
that Tribunal we have not neglected to represent the interests 
and the position of stockholders, and you can certainly trust 
the directors to continue to do this. 


Now it is 
there has been a large increase in th: 


Resolutions 

I think I have dealt with all the points that have been 
raised, and now I put the resolution to the meeting. Will 
those who are in favour kindly signify? Those against 

I declare the resolution carried unanimously. 

I have now to propose : 

‘“ That dividends be paid for the half-year ended Decem 
ber 31, 1936, of £2 10s. per cent. on the consolidated 
guaranteed stock, £2 10s. per cent. on the consolidated 
preference stock, and £2 10s. per cent. on the 5 per cent. 
redeemable preference stock (1950). 

That a dividend of £2 15s. per cent. for the same half 
year be declared on the consolidated ordinary stock, making 
with the interim dividend of 5s. per cent. paid for the half 
year ended June 30 last £3 per cent. for the year. 

That such dividends be paid on and after the 2nd proximo 
to the proprietors who were registered in the books of the 
company when balances were struck on the 20th ultimo. 

I beg to move that resolution. I will ask Lord Palmer 
to second that. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Palmer (Deputy-Chairman): I have 
much pleasure in seconding that. 

The Chairman: I[ declare that carried unanimouslv. 

I will ask Mr. Stevens to move the next resolution. 

Mr. W. J. Stevens: Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, 
I beg to move: ‘‘ That the following Directors now retiring 
by rotation be and they are hereby re-elected: Sir John 
Cadman, G.C.M.G., The Rt. Hon. Lord Davies, Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, M.P., The Rt. Hon. Lord Mildmay of Flete, The 
Rt. Hon. The Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, and Sir H. L 
Watkin Williams-Wynn, Bt., C.B.’’ 

Mr. D. Rupert Phillips: 
that. 

The Chairman: May I take it that the meeting agrees to 
that resolution? I declare that resolution carried unani 
mously. 

Mr. V. Vaughan: Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I 
beg leave to move: ‘‘ That the following gentlemen be and 
they are hereby appointed members of the Audit Committee 
for the ensuing year: Sir George Lewis Barstow, K.C.B., 
36, Sussex Gardens, W.2; Sir W. Edgar Horne, Bt., 119, 
Mount Street, W.1; Mr. Reginald J. R. Loxdale, Castle Hill, 
Lianilar, Aberystwyth; Mr. D. Rupert Phillips, The 


I have much pleasure in seconding 
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Greenway, Radyr, Glam.; and Mr. W. J. 
Lodge, Merstham, Surrey.’’ 
Captain Newland: I beg to second that. 
\ shareholder: Might I ask what duties these gentlemen 
rm? I should like to know what duties they perform 


Stevens, Court 


and what remuneration, if any, they receive, Sir. I think 
t! s the only railway company which has such a committee. 

I Chairman: May I answer the question which has been 
ut to the meeting. ‘These gentlemen examine on behalf of 
the stockholders the accounts of the company and recom- 


the appointment of the auditors, and they do it at no 
: se to the shareholders. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 
M | take it that the motion is carried? I declare that 
tion is carried unanimously. 


SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING 


Chairman: Now I ask the meeting to resolve itself 
Wharncliffe meeting, and I beg to propose: ‘‘ That 
now submitted to the meeting entitled ‘ A Bill for 
ring further powers upon the Great Western Railway in 
of their own undertaking and upon that company and 
Midland and Scottish Railway Company in 
of an undertaking in which they are jointly interested 
pon the Great Western and Great Central Railways 
tee and for other purposes, be and the same 


ondoen 


ommit 
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is hereby approved subject to such alterations therein as may 
be sanctioned by Parliament.’ 

I will ask Lord Palmer to second that. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Palmer: I have pleasure in seconding 
that. 

The Chairman: That is the resolution connected with the 
works which I described to the meeting in the course of my 
speech. May I take it the meeting agrees? ...I declare 
the resolution carried unanimously. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, I am grateful to you for your 
attendance here today. It is always a great pleasure to 
myself and my colleagues to welcome the shareholders at 
these annual meetings, and may I thank you very much for 
the patience and courtesy with which you have listened to 
my address and for the support you uniformly give to your 
directors. 

Mr. Leslie Boyce, M.P.: I think it would be the wish 
of all present that we should propose a very hearty vote 
of thanks to our Chairman and Directors and. Management 
for the very efficient and satisfactory way they have looked 
after our interests for the past year, and to thank the Chair- 
man for the very clear statement he has made and for the 
very fair way he has presided over this meeting. 

Che Chairman: Thank you very much, ladies and gentle- 
men. 








GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY (IRELAND) 


Smaller freight traffic—Road service diesels 
Popularity of hotels—Rising cost of materials 


dinary annual general meeting of the Great Northern 

R vy Company (Ireland) was held in the Gresham Hotel, 

[ O'Connell Street, Dublin, on Wednesday, February 24, 
Chairman, Mr. William Burton Carson, presiding. 


Secretary (Mr. F. C. Wallace) read the notice con 
the meeting and the auditors’ report. 


Chairman said: The Directors’ report and statement 


ints have been in your hands for some time and with 
sent I shall take them as read. I shall now deal 
principal items in the accounts which, taken as a 


nnot, I think, be considered unsatisfactory, show 
they do an improvement in net earnings of £10,912 
ibles the debenture interest and guaranteed dividend 
aid in full, leaving a small surplus of £1,448 The 
ilway receipts increased by £25,945, or 2-40 per cent 





I mount passenger train traffic contributed an increas« 
3457, or 2:47 per cent., and goods train traffic, notwith 
large fall off in live steck receipts, £10,137 

2-05 per cent., while the joint lines and miscellaneous 

ts were up by £2,351, or 5-82 per cent. While the 


ts from passenger traffic are up, the number carried 
ling season ticket holders) decreased by 189,323, o1 


[his is mainty attributable to the fact that 


pring 1935 we carried an abnormally large number 
t distance passengers in the Dublin suburban area 
the stoppage of the Dublin United Tramways Com 


services 


Goods Train Traffic 


ume of merchandise traffic was less by 5,869 tons 


3 pel it While there was a considerable increase in 
ntity of potatoes carried, there was a substantial 

n in the tonnage of flour and oil cake. In mineral 

ng al) traffic there was a decrease in carryings of 

5 tons, or 12-90 per cent Of this, coal accounts for 


6 tons, mainly due to increased use of electricity and 
elopment of distribution by road The falling off « 
account of reducec 

ties of road making and building materials conveyed 

In ] stock there is the large reduction in receipts of 
£17,945, or 19-7 per cent. This is entirely due to the lesser 
r of cattle carried, equivalent to 25-6 per cent 


f 
. } 5 1 --,1 ; 
in other minerals is on ] 


arising 
In sheep and pigs there was a sub 


stantial increase in numbers, 
short distances. 


but they were carried mostly 





Light Rail Units 
Iraffic expenditure, which amounted to £979,583, is 
£17,764, or 1°85 per cent. more than in 1935. Apart from 
increased cost of fuel, more money has had to be spent on 
the upkeep of the permanent way, signalling and _ rolling 
stock, a great deal of which is due to the necessity for over 
taking some of the work which we were obliged to defer 
during the years prior to 1936. The two diesel railcar units 
to which I referred last year were put into service early last 
summer, and have so fulfilled our expectations as to economy 
working that we have ordered two further units of an im 
proved type. Our railbuses satisfactory 
ervl fully justified the experiment. I am glad 
to say that the road motor services show a further improve- 
ment in net receipts The being maintained 
in first class working order and the policy of fitting diesel oil 
lace of petrol engines 1s being 


continue to give 
rvice and have 


vehicles are 
pursued with satisfactory 


Good Results from Catering 


The hotels, &c., department continues to show good 
[he net profit last year was £4,865, an increase of £1,274 
over 1935 [he popularity of our hotels at Bundoran and 


Rostrevor continues to increase, and the business at Greenore 


Hotel, which we have been working for the past three years, 


is steadily expanding, as the public are beginning to appreci 
te its comforts and amenities, and the moderate charges. | 
would visit out hotels and 
see for themselves what excellent value we 


visitors 


wish some of the shareholder 
provide for our 
During the year we introduced the two buffet 

rs to which I referred at our last meeting. The results 
lave been very satisfactory and the 
ated by the travelling public. 

Miscellaneous (net) receipts at 
of £3,519, or 9-04 per cent., which is mainly due to a reduc 
tion in the net income from investments 

We are continuing to build new third class carriages of the 
most modern type, 


service greatly appreci 


£35,428 show a decrease 


and during the year six of these were put 
into service and are extremely popular. 
The abnormally wet summer undoubtedly caused a great 
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diminution in our week-end and evening seaside traffic. 
This we endeavoured to counteract by running special ex- 
cursions at very cheap fares and so called ‘‘ mystery tours,’’ 
both by rail and road, which seemed to attract the public 
and brought in some much needed revenue. With regard 
to the position in Northern Ireland under the Road Trans- 
port Act, as stated in the report the time for submitting 
the pooling scheme for the approval of the tribunal has had 
to be extended by the Minister. While the main principles 
of the scheme were agreed upon some months ago by the 
Road Board and the railway companies, the work involved 


in working out the necessary details has proved very 
laborious, but both parties are busily engaged in getting 


out and checking the necessary figures. 


Road Co-ordination Machinery 


The Road Board has begun the work of acquiring the 
licences of the many hauliers. We are most anxious to 


carry on the principle of co-ordination as laid down by the 
Act, and lose no opportunity of urging the necessity of 
expediting the process. We fully appreciate the difficulties 
of the board’s task, but it is most important to 
ali parties that the work should be completed as soon as 
possible, as our experience has shown that since the setting 
up of the Road Transport Board the competing road haulage 
services in Northern Ireland have engaged in more active 
competition with one another in an endeavour to justify 
their existence, with the result that traffic is at present being 


we feel 


conveyed by road at rates which are wholly uneconomic. 
It would be out of the question for us to reduce our rates 
to meet this competition, as it would only result in our 
carrving the traffic at a_ loss. We desire to assist the 
Road Board in every way, as our interests are so closely 
connected. We are at present negotiating with them as 
to the provision of accommodation at our stations for their 


business This should prove advantageous to both partic 
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ment Act (Irish Free State), 1936, which came into 

on May 29, 1936, places an additional burden on the 

pany estimated at £6,700 per annum, which comes o1 D 
of the increased contributions we now have to bear r 
the Irish Free State National Health and Unemploy t 
Insurance and Widows’ and Orphans’ Pensions Acts d 
which, as mentioned last year, cost us about £3,000 r 
annum. We are continually being pressed to give inc: S 
in the rates of pay of all the grades in our employ t. 
In view of what I have just said and the results of the S 
working, together with the decline in receipts for the st 
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last contract for locomotive coal, entered into in the carly 
part of 1936, we had to pay considerably higher prices than 
in 1935 as the result of which our fuel costs advanced by 
£4,426, a figure which, I regret to say, will be at !«ast 


doubled in the current year. 
In addition, we have been faced with increased expenditure 
under the head of social services. The Conditions of Employ- 


two months, I am sure you will ree that this is not 
time when additional expenditure on the wages side ld 
reasonably be expected. 

While there appears to be an improvement in trade in 
the Free State and in Northern Ireland, this has 
proved to be of little benefit to the company. We 
to make every effort to bring before the public the cheap 
fares which we provide, and the attractions of the vat 
districts which we serve. 


ag 


Sc ta 


continue 


Appeal to Shareholders and Staff 
Many of our 9,500 shareholders live in the areas set 
by the company, and might I again appeal to thet 


continue to influence traffic in their respective districts to 


our services, passenger and goods, by rail and road? Our 
staff numbers about 5,000. Each member of that body en 


though he may not be employed in the Traffic Department, 
can exercise some influence in the district in which he li 
ind I would again ask all of them to come to the assistane¢ 











Increasing Expenditure ; - : 
8 ~~ of the company in this direction. By so doing, they, in 
I shall now deal with the serious matter of increased, and conjunction with the shareholders, will mutually be helping 
still increasing expenditure. As you are all no doubt aware, one another. In pointing out this community of interest t 
there has been a considerable revival in industry in Great exists between the proprietors and the staff I am not 
Britain, but this, unfortunately, has had its reactions as _ mindful of the efforts put forth by both in the past in the 
it involves substantial advances in the prices of materials attempt to resuscitate the affairs of the company, and o1 
While we endeavour to obtain our requirements, where pos again permit me to express the board’s appreciation of those 
sible, from home sources, there are certain materials which loyal services so willingly rendered. 
a railway must purchase elsewhere, and the increased cost It has once again been gratifying to the Directors to 
of these will press more heavily on the company during received a large number of proxies from Shareholders w 
the current year. Most commercial concerns can pass in are unable to be present at this meeting, and I should 
creased costs on to their customers, but, under existing to thank them for the support they have thereby given to 
conditions, it is most difficult for a railway to raise its rates the board. 
and fares to cover rising expenditure. Rather has it to I now beg to move the adoption of the report and 
oncentrate on increasing the volume of its traffic. In the accounts. 
F I E . t Mar. 5 (Fri Institute of Transport (1 
ort 1coming vents at Town Hall, 6.30 p.m. ‘* Canals—Y 
on lav and Today,” by Mr. G. Hatcher 
Feb. 26 (Fn Institute of Transport (Man Institute of Transport (Bristol), at the Univer Mar. 6 (Sat Permanent Wav Instit 
chester-Liverpool), at Central Library, sity, 6 p.m, lements of the Law of Manchester-Liverpool), at Liverp: 3 
Manchester, 6.30 p.m * Legislation Ocean Shipping,” by Mr. R. Wansbrough. p.m. ‘Concrete Practice,” by Mr J 
Affecting Public Safetv in Relation Par- Institute of Transport (Metropolitan Grad Elliott 
ticularly to Road Passenger lransport,” uate it Inst. of Electrical Engineers, Mar. 8 (Mon. Institute of Transport 
by Mr. J. Woodford Savoy Place, W.C.2, 6 p.m. ‘“* Organisatior don), at Inst. of Electrical Engineers, $ 
Railway Students’ Association (Edinburgh), of the Omnibus Industry in Great Britain,”’ Place, W.C.2, 5.30 p.m ‘Notes on (¢ 
at Goold Hall, St. Andrew Square, 7.30 p.m by Mr. C. Klapper mercial and Operating aspects of 1 
‘“The Romance of the Post Office,” by Institute of Automobile Engineers, at Roya bus Operation,” by Mr. T. Thomas. 
Mr. A. Moncri Geographical Society, Exhibition Road, Institute of Welding (Tyneside), at Arms g 
Mon 2 (Rfnes British Oxvaen Co. Ltd. (Rail London, S.W.7, 7 p.m Symposium | o College, Newcastle, 7.30 p.m. ‘* Weldi 
; : ; Papers dealing with Research in Relatior High Tensile, and some Alloy Stee 
wa Service it Lecture Hall, North aes tiie Mista Vahiol Vir 2 ’ 
Circular Road, London, N.W.2, 7:30 p.m a _ Mr. H. Bull. . 
‘Surface Hardening of Iron and Steel bv \ 3 (Wed.).—Railwav Students’ Association Pe FMaAnent Way " Institution Londo 
the Scientific Use of the Blowpipe,” by Edinburgh), at North British Station Unde rground Railways. Dining Saud 
Mr. A. Shorter Hotel, 7 p.m. Annual Supper. ham Street, S.W.7. he Evolut 
G.W.R eo ee Pe a oer Permanent Way,” by Mr. Charles E. | 
>.W.R. (Birmingham) Lecture and Debating \ = , . : 
Society. at Great Western Hotel. Saow lar. 4 Thurs G.W.R. (London) Lecture Stephenson Locomotive So ietv (Londor 
Hill Station. 6.90 p.m. “ Public Hearing ind Debating Society, in General Meeting London School of Economics, Hot 
of Mi cove: Sitnntn al Roads ‘A’ I Pete . Room, Paddington Station, W.2, 5.45 p.m Street, W.C.2, 6.30 p.m. ‘Some G 
Renewal Application, Opposed by A.B.( Ten OR Conds EURO THOR graphical Studies of Railways,” by Mr. S 
. . ” Dee “eat lems,’’ bv Mr. D. Blee Beaver. 
Railway Company,” by Members Mer ; ; - 
Southern Railway (London) Lecture an Stephenson Locomotive Society (Scottish), at 
Mar. 2 (7 ues.) Federation of Railway Lecture Debating Society, at Chapter House Royal Technical College, George Street, 
and Debating Societies (N.E. Area), at St. Thomas’ Street, S.E.1, 5.45 p.m Glasgow, 7.45 p.m. ‘‘ The Mechanisation 
ork “Port of London,” by Mr. A. ‘The Railways of the Isle of Wight,”’ by of Permanent Wav Maintenance.” by Mr 
Wildey. Mr. A. Macleod. K. Reid. 
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MERSEY RAILWAY COMPANY 


Traffic improvement maintained—Preparing for through running with the L.M.S.R. 


fhe ordinary general meeting of the Mersey Railway was 
1t Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, E.C., 
rhursday, February 25, Mr. John Waddell, Chairman of 
company, presiding. 
e Secretary (Mr. Joshua Shaw) read the notice convening 
neeting and the auditor’s report. 
Y Chairman, before moving the adoption of the report 
accounts, explained that the accounts were signed by 
ne auditor, Lord Plender, because the company had 
death Mr. Flack, who had been auditor for 12 years, 
irging his duties in a way that commanded the entire 
ence of the board. 
Proceeding te move the resolution, the Chairman said that 
making due provision for the renewal funds amounting 
£6.000, the net revenue for the year was £89,050, as com- 
ey Adding £2,090, brought for 
from last vear’s account, the total was £91,139. After 
interest on debenture stock, £56,143; the appr« 
1 to general reserve, £1,000; and the dividend on the 
stock £19,472, making altogether £76,615, ther« 


with £85,955 fer 1935. 


( t 





ence 
ined a balance available for payment of dividend on 
t] ore stock of £14,523 16s., as compared with 
£12,681 12s. 10d. for 1935, an increase of £1,842 3s. 2d. 
Of this sum it was recommended that £12,357 6s. be applied 


yment of a dividend on the ordinary stock of { per 
ind that the balance of £2,166 19s. be carried forward 


> 


{ xt year’s account, as compared with £2,089 13s. 4d. 
1935 

| gross receipts from railway working for the year wer 

£216,969, as compared with £211,512 for 1935, an increase of 


157, or 2°58 per cent. Working expenditure was £127,597 
npared with £125,856 for 1935, an increase of £1,741 
38 per cent., leaving net receipts at £89,373 as compared 
£85,656 for 1935, an increase of £3,717. The train 
m se during the year was 544,024, as compared with 
315 miles run during 1935, an increase of 2,209 miles. 
number of passenger journeys was 18,292,997, as cx 
/ 


In) 


4 
for 1935, an increase of 715,365, o1 





with 17,577, 


1-07 per cent. 


Traffic Improvement 
i improvement in trade in 1936 1ad been reflected by 
| traffic receipts during the period, and that position 
being more than maintained. During the past yea 
rst class ordinary fares were reduced from 50 per cent 


nd now the whole of th 


5 per cent. over the third class a 
lass were on this basis, that is 25 per cent. over the 
ponding third class fares [he reduction in the charg« 

irst class travel had fulfilled expectations both from the 

and more equal distribution of 


of view of revenue 


loading. 
At the last annual meeting it was stated that an applic: 
made to the Traffic Commissioners of the North Wes 
Area by a motor omnibus company, for a licence to 
| two of its stage carriage services from Birkenhead 
through the new tunnel (Queensway) to Liverpool, had been 
refused, and that an appeal against this refusal had been 
to the Ministry of Transport and was then pending. 
This appeal was subsequently heard and was dismissed. 
Further applications for a stage carriage service through the 


tunnel were made in March last year and continued in Oct 
this time by two motor omnibus companies, to link up 

rvice between Chester and Birkenhead operated by one 
of the companies, with a service between Liverpool and 
Southport operated by the other company. After a public 
hearing the Tratfic Commissioners refused to grant the 
s applied for. The applicants lodged an appeal, which 
was now awaiting the decision of the Minister. Whatever 
might arise from the formation of the Merseyside transport 
o-ordination committee, shareholders could rest assured that 
every possible step would be taken to protect the interests 
of their undertaking. 


[In connection with the running of through trains between 
the Wirral Section of the L.M.S.R. and the Mersey Railway, 
the L.M.S.R. had proceeded with the work of laying con- 
ductor rails, modernising some of its stations, constructing 
clectrical sub-stations and ordering new rolling stcck, elec- 
trical plant, &c. Owing to the rush of orders in all indus- 
trial undertakings in this country, unforeseen delays in the 
delivery of the plant and material had occurred, but it 
was still hoped that the through service would be in opera- 
tion before next winter. 

Simultaneously, the work of carrying out a number of 
improvements on the Mersey Railway had been proceeding 
ind was now aimost completed. During the year the whol 
ot the positive conductor rails had been moved from the 
pes tion they occupied to the standard position since laid 
down by the Minister of Transport for new works. The work 
was begun on Saturday night, August 15, and completed 
en the night of 5S ptember 8, without interruption to traffic. 
The rails were moved nearer to the running rails and re- 
fixed on new insulators at a lower level. A total length of 
abcut 12 miles, weighing approximately 1,000 tons, was so 
dealt with. This was one of the most difficult pieces of 
work to be carried out to adapt the railway for through 
running, and it was some satisfaction to know that it was 
carried out in such a speedy and satisfactory manner, and 
without affecting the travelling public. It was an opera- 
tion which had never been previously attempted in this 
country whilst maintaining a regular service of electric trains. 
The corresponding alterations of the 
the trains had also been completed. 
[wo out of the four high-speed electric lifts at James 
Street station, Liverpool, had also been installed, the first 
being put into passenger service at the beginning of Octo 
ber and the second at the beginning of November. The 
work on the remaining lifts would shortly be completed. 
These new lifts ran at a speed of 400 ft. a minute and, 
when in full operation they would be able to move almost 
double the number of passengers the old lifts were able 
to deal with. These lifts had proved very popular with 
the travelling public. 


collector shoe gear on 





lhe modernisation of the seating cf the ccaches, fro- 
vided for upholstered throughout to replace the 
rattun seating in the first class coaches and the wooden seat- 
ing in the third class coaches ; 


seating 


and electric heaters, which were 
net necessiry in the uniform temperature of the tunnel but 
which with trains running out in the open to New Brighton 
were vitally important, were being installed and would be 
completed shortly. The would be borne by the 
LL.M.5.R. as a part of the works covered by the Railways 
(Agreement) Act, 1935. In dealing with the work neces- 

v for electrification and through running, the amount of 
technical, practical, and detail work involved had been 
verv considerable, and he would like to move a mark of 
i_ppreciation for all that 
the w 


costs 


concerned had done 
ight they had thrown into bringing it about. 

In view of the electrification of the Wirral Section of 
the L.M.S.R. and the increased train service which was 
envisaged, it had been decided to augment the electric sup 
ply from the company’s power station by taking an auxiliary 
supply of electricity trom the Birkenhead Corporation. To 
convert the alternating current supply of the Birkenhead 
Corporation to direct current for. use on the railway, it 
would be necessary to install two 750-kW. rectifying sets 
with, their necessary switchgear. The supply had 
obtained on terms satisfactory to the company. 

With regard to the prospects for 1937, from the present 
indications it would appear that trade conditions should 
continue to be good, and the general prosperity should be 
reflected by satisfactory traffic returns. 

rhe report and accounts were then unanimously adopted, 
and the meeting closed with the election of Mr. Alexander D. 
Walker as an auditor in place of the late Mr. Flack. 


those . and 


been 
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Rhodesia Railways Debenture Stock 


By a resolution of the board of the 
Rhodesia Railways Limited on Febru 
ary 11 last, £23,925,000 of 4} per cent 
debenture stock was created, and on 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week 
an issue was offered to the public of 
£21,750,000 at 98 per cent. The issue, 
which is to provide for the conversion 
and/or redemption of the outstanding 
debenture capital of the company and 
of the Mashonaland Railway Co. Ltd. 
(except the 3 per cent. guaranteed 
mortgage debentures of the Rhodesia 
Railways Limited, which, in so far as 
they are not converted, will be 
out of an unsecured 
made by the British South Africa 
Company), had the approval of the 
Governments of Southern Rhodesia, 
Northern Rhodesia, and the Bechuana 
land Protectorate and of the Railway 
Commission in terms of the relevant 
legislation of the three territories. 
Che three Governments have been given 
the joint right to nominate a director 
on the board of the Rhodesia Railwavs 
Limited. 

The prospectus issued on February 22 
stated that the Rhodesia Railways 
Limited ‘was incorporated on May 24, 
1893, as the Bechuanaland Railway Co. 
Ltd., and that the name was changed 
to the Rhodesia Railways Limited on 
June 1, 1899. rhe railway system 
comprises 2,441 miles of track (in 
cluding 923 miles to be taken over from 
the Mashonaland Railway Co. Ltd.) 
which are or will be owned by the 
Rhodesia Railways Limited. In addi 
tion, 267 further miles of track are 
operated by the Rhodesia Railways 
Limited, under working arrangements 
with the owners. Included in these 
267 miles is the section in Portuguese 
East Africa from the Port of Beira to 
the Southern Rhodesian border which is 
owned by the Beira Railway Co. Ltd., 
subject to the right of the Portuguese 
Government to acquire the section in 
1946 or at the end of every successive 
period of ten years. The entire system, 
including those 267 miles, extends from 
Vryburg in the Union of South Africa 
in the south, and from the Port of 
Beira in the east, through Southern and 
Northern Rhodesia up to the Katanga 
district of the Belgian Congo in the 
north. Under an agreement dated 
August 3, 1894, supplemented by (1) 
an agreement dated January 12, 1937, 
between the Government of the Union 
of South Africa, the Government of 
Southern Rhodesia, the Rhodesia Rail- 
ways Limited, and the Mashonaland 
Railway Co. Ltd, and (2) an agreement 
contained in letters dated December 17 
and 18, 1936, between the Dominions 
Office and the British South Africa 
Company, the Government of the 
Union of South Africa and the Ad- 
ministration of the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate have, on the expiry of 
334 years from January 12, 1937, the 
right of expropriation at cost of the 


repaid 
advance to be 





line from Palapye (357 
miles). 

A conference was held in Cape Town 
in May, 1934, between representatives 
of the Governments of Southern 
Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia, and the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate, and the 
Rhodesia Railways Limited and the 
Mashonaland Railway Co. Ltd. at 
which an agreement was entered into 
which contemplated, inter alia, that 
the two railway companies during a 
period of five years from July 19, 1935, 
should arrange a conversion of their 
existing debentures in order to secure 
a lower annual charge for interest. The 
directors of both companies decided 
that as a first step towards this end it 
would be essential to amalgamate the 
two undertakings by the Rhodesia 
Railways Limited absorbing the under- 


Vryburg to 


taking of the Mashonaland Railway 
Co. Ltd. Notice has been giver 
convening an extraordinary general 
meeting for March 31 next _ for 
the purpose of the voluntary wind- 
ing-up of the Mashonaland  Rail- 
way Co. Ltd. and holders of the 
necessary majority of shares have 
undertaken to vote in favour of the 
special resolution for such voluntary 


winding-up. 
The following are the main _ provi- 


sions of the scheme, which was ap- 


proved by the shareholders of both 
companies at extraordinary general 


meetings held on February 11 last :—- 


(1) That the share capital of the 
Rhodesia Railways Limited be increased 
from £8,000 to £500,000 by the creation 
of a further 492,000 shares of £1 each. 


(2) That £342,000 of existing reserves 
of the Rhodesia Railways Limited ‘* 


capitalised and applied to the payment 
in full of 342,000 shares of £1 each to be 
issued and allotted, credited as fully paid, 
to existing shareholders pro rata to their 
holdings 


(3) That the Rhodesia Railways Limited 
give the necessary six months’ notice for 
redemption of its issued and outstanding 
debentures as follow :— 


£1,831,800 5 per cent. first mortgage 
debentures at £105 per cent., plus 
accrued interest, on August 13, 1937. 

£252,870 3 per cent. guarantee| 
mortgage debentures at £107 per cent., 
plus accrued interest, on August 14, 
1937. 

£3,996,333 4 per cent. guaranteed 
mortgage debentures at £107 per cent 
plus accrued interest, on August 14, 
1937. 


(4) That the Mashonaland Railway Co. 
Ltd. sells its undertaking and assets to 
the Rhodesia Railways Limited in con- 
sideration of the latter company under- 
taking to discharge all liabilities of the 
former company and agreeing to allot, 
credited as fully paid, 150,000 shares of 
£1 each in the Rhodesia Railways 
Limited for distribution amongst the 
shareholders of the Mashonaland Railway 
Co. Ltd. 


(5) That the Mashonaland Railway Co. 
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Ltd. be voluntarily wound up on 
March 13, 1937, for the purpose of amal- 
gamation with the Rhodesia Railways 
Limited. 

(6) That upon and in consequence of 
the voluntary winding-up of the Mashona 
land Railway Co. Ltd., its issued and 
outstanding debentures, viz.: £1,795,100 
5 per cent. first mortgage debentures, and 
£2,560,000 5 per cent. guaranteed mort- 
gage debentures (1905), are to be repaid 
at £105 per cent., plus accrued interest 
on March 31, 1937, and the joint issue of 
£10,000,000 Rhodesia and Mashonaland 
Railways 6 per cent. consolidated deben- 
tures is to be repaid at £101 per cent 
plus accrued interest on March 31, 1937 


Holders of the 5 per cent. and 3 per 
cent. debentures of the Rhodesia Rail- 
ways Limited mentioned in para. (3) of 
the scheme, and holders of the 5 per cent. 
debentures of the Mashonaland Railway 
Co. Ltd. and of the Rhodesia and Mas 
honaland Railways 6 per cent. deben- 
tures mentioned in para (6) of the scheme 
were given the option to convert their 
holdings into the 4} per cent. debenture 
stock now offered. 








RETIRED RAILWAY OFFICERS’ SOCIETY 
REport.—The report of this society 
for the year ended December 31 last 
states that membership reached the 
record figure of 136, an increase of 
six over the former record of 130 
attained in the previous year. Seven 
monthly meetings were held, attracting 
an average attendance of 38. The 
summer outing—a visit to Southampton 
Docks and an inspection of the R.M.5 
Queen Mary—was attended by 132 
members, a larger number than _ has 
participated in this event before. Ger 


e- 


rous arrangements for the comfort 
of all were made by the Southern 


Railway, including transport each way 
by the Bournemouth Belle, luncheon 
on the company’s cross-Channel steamer 
Isle of Guernsev, and tea at the New 
Docks. The society is also indebted 
to the goodwill of the Cunard White 
Star Line for the privilege of visiting 
the Queen Mary. Yet a third record 
was reached during the year—namely, 
an attendance of 123 at the society's 
autumn luncheon in London (reported 
in THE RatLway GAZETTE of Novem- 
ber 13). A donation of £5 has been 
made to the King George V National 
Memorial Fund out of the funds of the 
Society. 


RAILWAY STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
ANNUALCONVENTION.—The annual con- 
vention of the Railway Students’ Asso- 
ciation of the London School of 
Economics is to be held this year at 
Edinburgh from May 3-5, under the 
presidency of Mr. William Whitelaw, 
Chairman, L.N.E.R. Among the 
papers to be read will be one by Mr. K. 


Gardiner (Superintendent, Southern 
Scottish Area, L.N.E.R.) on “ Rail 


Transport in Scotland.’’ A number of 
visits will be made, and the members 
of the association will be received by 
the Lord Provost. The headquarters 
of the convention will be the North 
British Hotel. 
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Durban-Johannesburg Main Line Improvements 


Never have the traffic demands upon 
the South African main lines been 
vreater than at present, and on no other 
is there more urgent demand for 
increased capacity than on the Durban 
Johannesburg trunk line. Already 
electrification has been completed 
practically throughout the portion of 
this line in Natal territory, and it was 
decided some years ago to electrify 
the Glencoe-Volksrust section also. But 
here the greatest advantage could be 
obtained only if the alignment was 
radically altered, and in consequence a 
heavy programme of regrading and 
deviations, also relaying and general 
improvement—that will cost nearly 
£1,000,000 before it is completed—is 
now in hand. The elimination of two 
reversing stations and numerous level 
crossings are among the principal ob 
jects of this great work. 

On the section from Waschbank to 
Glencoe curves as sharp as 300-ft. 
radius are being replaced by a mini 
mum radius of 1,000 ft., and the ruling 
sradient will be 1 in 50. Between 
Glencoe and Ingogo, except for three 
curves through stations, the minimum 


curvature will be 1,500 ft. radius, and 
the ruling grade 1 in 60, so that 
nowhere on this section will speed be 
restricted to less than 45 m.p.h. From 
Ingogo to Volksrust it was hoped to 
idhere to this same ruling gradient, but 
it was found that six tunnels and other 
very costly works would be involved, 
and so I in 50 is the steepest grade 
to which the former steeper ruling 
gradients have been reduced, and the 
sharpest curve is now 719-ft. radius, 
permitting of 34 m.p.h. speeds. 

Three heavy diversions are in hand 
between Uithoek and Glencoe and also 
a fourth to eliminate the reversal of 
northbound trains at the latter station. 
Between Glencoe and Ingogo 14 out of 
15 diversions are already in use, and 
the remaining one will be by the end 
of March. Work between Langsnek 
tunnel and Volksrust is also virtually 
completed, including the relaying of 
this section with 96-lb. track. One of 
the most tedious works was the lower- 
ing of this tunnel by 12 in. to permit 
of greater clearance. It took 11 
months working under traffic, during 
which time 13,000 trains passed with- 
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out a single mishap, but often it was 
impossible to work for long periods 
owing to the stifling smoke they pro- 
duced. 

Two of the most interesting works in 
this length were Ingogo and Inkwelo 
tunnels and some 50 ft. rock cuttings. 
Ingogo tunnel has given a lot of 
trouble, as the 700 ft. already driven 
have been mostly through boulders and 
clay; rock has, however, now been 
reached, and it is hoped that the re- 
maining 1,100 ft. will be completed by 
next October. This tunnel is located 
entirely on a long 1,200-ft. rad. curve 
Only 250 ft. out of the 1,300 ft. length 
of Inkwelo tunnel were through bad 
material, and boring is now just 
finished; the lining will take another 
month or so. 

In ali 38} miles of new track will be 
provided, of which 20 miles have 
already been laid. Earthwork involved 
in cuttings and banks will total 
2,500,000 cu. yd., some 1,600,000 cu. 
yd. having been completed to date; also 
27,000 cu. yd., out of an aggregate of 
30,000 cu. yd. concrete, have been 
used in bridges and culverts. A 
feature of the work has been _ its 
labourers’ model villages, complete 
with schools, hospitals, and so forth. 








‘Gipsy Love” 


During last week the Great Western 
Railway (London) Operatic Society gave 
five performances of Franz Lehar’s 
famous musical play ‘‘ Gipsy Love.’ 
rhe first two, on February 16 and 17, 
vere at the Park Theatre, Hanwell, and 
those on Thursday, Friday, and Satur- 
lay evenings at the New Scala Theatre, 
W. In the original version of the play, 
by A. M. Willner and Robert Bodanzky, 
the adventures of Ilona, the heroine, 
take place in a dream, but the English 
libretto by Basil Hood (which, of course, 
was that used by the G.W.R. players) 
avoids this difficulty and presents a 
straightforward narrative of the episodes 
of the adventures of Ilona (Miss Joyce 
Hewitt) when she spurns her soldier 
lover, Jonel (Mr. George Yorke), and 
runs away with the gipsy musician, 
Jozsi (Mr. Ernest Colvill). 

The outstanding character is Llona’s 
lather, Dragotin (a Roumanian noble), 
who was excellently portrayed by 
Mr. Jack Sealey—a veteran with some 
4) years’ of experience of the amateur 
theatre. He handled with easy skill the 
part made famous by W. H. Berry, and 
was adequately matched by Miss Geral- 
dine Fisher, as_ his ‘opposite,’’ the 
English widow, Lady Babby.  Con- 
siderable credit is due to the Producer 
and Stage Manager, Mr. George H. 
Hemmen, and to the Honorary Musical 
Director, Mr. Charles Gardiner, for a 
well-balanced and pleasant production ; 
incidentally, Mr. Hemmen wrote the 
words of Dragotin’s final song, ‘* Home 
Again,’’ which provided a humorous 
and topical, if somewhat incongruous, 
finale 

Che 12 principal characters, a chorus 
of 17 ladies and‘!5 men, eight dancers 


(staged by Miss Peggy Eve), and sundry 
incidental characters, were all provided 
by the staff of the G.W.R. without out- 
side or professional help, and even the 
producer is a clerk in the London 
Divisional Superintendent’s Office. Miss 
Geraldine Fisher is an enquiry clerk at 


the G.W.R. Bank office, and other 
members of the cast normally book 
seats, answer enquiries, arrange excur- 
household removals, render 
cater for public require- 
hotels and 


sions or 
accounts or 
ments in the company’s 
restaurant cars 








INSTITUTION OF RAILWAY SIGNAI 
ENGINEERS.—At the annual general 
meeting in London on February 24, 
the retiring President, Mr. W. S$ 
Roberts, presented the awards for the 
best papers during the year to Messrs. 
R. S. Proud and P. A. Langley (lst 
prizes) and Messrs. Birchenhough and 
Wright (2nd—-joint—prize), and _ the 
award for the students’ prize essay to 
Mr. P. S. Bennett. Mr. H. M. Proud 
was elected President and Mr. G. H. 
Crook Vice-President, and the following 
members of Council: Messrs. J. Boot, 
F. L. Castle, F. J. Dutton, E. W. Hallam, 
F. Horler, W. R. Jones, H. H. Dyer, 
J. Holden Fraser, C. H. Hills, L. J. M. 
Knotts, P. Lomas, R. Falshaw Morkill, 
A. Moss, and H. F. D. Page. Mr. M. G. 
Tweedie was re-elected Honorary Sec- 
retary and Mr. T. S. Lascelles Honorary 
Treasurer, and Messrs. F. Edwards and 
J. C. Brunjes were appointed Honorary 
Auditors. The new President, Mr. 
H. M. Proud, delivered an address on 
‘* Power Signalling in Great Britain in 
the Twentieth Century,’”’ dealing with 
the development of design and the appli- 
cations of various types of apparatus 
to the constantly increasing require- 
ments of modern traffic, illustrated by 
an instructive series of slides; he has 
been intimately connected with most of 
the improvements he described. After 
the meeting Mr. R. S. Griffiths, Past 
President, showed slides of places of 


interest to be visited during the summer 
meeting cruise in September, to be made 
on the ms. Derbyshire. The next meeting 
will be on March 24, when a_ paper 
entitled ‘‘ Running Signals’’ is to be 
presented by Mr. B. Wagenriedet 


ILR.S.E. ANNUAL SUMMER MEET- 
ING, 1937.—We are advised that the 
circulation to members of the Institution 
of Railway Signal Engineers of a pro- 
gramme which provided for a combined 
cruise and visits to certain Scandinavian 
capitals met with a very enthusiastic 
reception. The number of applications 
to join the party was so great that the 
accommodation originally secured was 
found to be inadequate, and the council 
has had to review the whole matter. It 
has now issued an amended programme 
to those members from whom applica- 
tions had been received. This provides 
for accommodation on the 15,000-ton 
Bibby liner Derbyshire, carrying first- 
passengers only and taking a 
route. The date, namely, 
September 4 to 12, is one week later 
than that at first proposed. Many 
members have not yet replied to the 
original circular, and if any of these 
intend to participate in the proposed 
cruise they should secure from the 
Honorary Secretary a copy of the 
amended programme and apply imme- 
diately for accommodation, 


class 
different 
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Institute of Transport Annual Dinner 


The annual dinner and dance of the 
Institute of Transport was held at the 
Connaught Rooms, London, on Friday, 
February 19. The chair was occupied 
by the President, Sir Alfred Read, and 
among those present were :- 

Sir Josiah Stamp, G.C.B., G.B.E., Chairman, 
London Midland & Scottish Railway (Past 
President); Mr. R. M. Holland-Martin, C.B., 
Chairman, Southern Railway; Mr. Roger T. 
Smith (Past President); Col. Sir Joseph Nall, 
D.S.O., T.D., D.L. (Past President); Sir Cyril 
Hurcomb, K.B.E., C.B. (Immediate Past Presi- 
dent): Mr. T. Ormesher, President of the 
National Association of Furniture Warehouse 
men and Removers; Mr. G. Cole Deacon, 
Secretary, Railway Companies Association ; 
Col. Arthur Jerrett, President of the Com- 
mercial Motor Users’ Association; Lt.-Col. 
F. Rayner, D.S.O., President of the Canal 
Association ; Mr. Ernest Bevin; Mr. W. Bruce 
Thomas, K.C.; Mr. A. R. Cooper (Member of 
Council), Chief Engineer, London Passenger 
lransport Board ; [.t.-Col P. M. Brooke 
Hitching; Mr. C. Cooper (Member of Council 
Mr. E. J. Missenden, Traffic Manager, Southern 


Railway; Mr. G. Ellison, Chief Engineer, 


Southern Railway ; Mr. W. H. Gaunt, Trans 
port Advisory Council; Mr. R. H. Hacker; Mr. 
A. E. Hammett (Member of Council), Deputy 
Commercial Assistant, Southern Railway; Mr. 
W. A. Jepson 

Admiral the Rt. Hon. The Earl of 
Cork and Orrery, G.C.B., G.C.V.O., 
after the loyal toasts had been proposed 
by the President, proposed the toast of 

Che Institute of Transport,’’ and in 
so doing emphasised the importance of 
the institute in furthering the great 
work of controlling transport. His own 
line of life, he observed, had drawn 
him into only two branches of trans- 
port, one as the driver of a small car 
and as a pedestrian, and the other as 
being connected with the question of 
transport from the angle of national 
defence. The Minister of Transport, 
he said, had pointed out that roads, 
like plants, took time to grow, and 
that it was the coming generation that 
would benefit by our endeavours. That 
was no doubt true, but plants could 
be speeded up by forcing and, in the 
prevailing uncertainty, who knew what 
conditions even more serious than in 
1914 might not occur, so that the roads 


would have to stand an immense 
strain? 
Many of those present that night 


were aware of the address given by the 
leader of the Labour Party to th 
British Railway Stockholders’ Union. 
Mr. Attlee described very clearly what 
his party intended to do when it came 
into power. All forms of transport 
were to be taken over by the Govern- 
ment Whether the Labour Govern- 
ment could, when in power, pass such 
a measure would depend very largely 
upon the feeling of the people towards 
the transport facilities given them at 
the time. 

In this connection he was convinced 
that the disaffection among various 
branches of the transport industry, such 
as litigation between railways and 
transport companies, or the manipula- 
tion of rates to stifle competition bv 
coastal shipping, caused a tendency for 
the ordinary man to say ‘‘ why does 
not the Government take over the 


necessary transport and run it in the 
national interest? Co-operation and 
co-ordination, and not competition, 
was what people looked for today and 
what he understood the Institute of 
Transport was endeavouring to bring 
about. 

Continuing, his Lordship said that 
at the present time we were hearing 
much of the possibility of war, and 
more people than ever considered thc 
internal transport problem in its rela- 
tion to national defence. What was 
wanted really was to amplify and ex- 
tend all forms of transport facilities 
for expansion and not restriction 
Under certain conditions, owing to the 
recent developments in aircraft, the 
internal transport system of this coun 
try might have to withstand the first 
shock of war. Our centres of industry 
and our big ports were open to aerial 
bombardment 

Alternative routes by which supplies 
could be distributed would have to bx 
developed and, as an alternative, there 
was coastal shipment. It was ou 
oldest system of distribution, and the 
more shallow-draught vessels we had 
working on our coasts the safer we 
could feel. The Government of «an 
island power seemed to overlook the 
value of the small ports as alternative 
distributive centres, and we wanted, 
literally, hundreds of these coastal 
vessels to form an alternative method 
of distribution from our larger ports to 
our factories and people, quite apart 
from the other calls which might be 
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made upon them for national service. 
Sir Alfred Read, in replying, said 
that as they were there as a_ larg 
gathering to enjoy themselves, he would 
not speak at any great length, but the, 
would all agree with him that without 
transport, none would be able to live. 
Therefore, the Institute of Transport 
represented the most important insti 
tute in the world. The problems of 
transport had grown to a= marked 
degree in the last few years, and he 
felt confident that in time they would 
cease to exist and those who were con 
cerned with them, and those who had 
invested their money in the hope of a 
return, would be compelled to con» 
together. That, he thought, 
would be all to the good, and he for 
one would welcome the day when the 
various branches of this great industry 
woukl be able to live in closer harmon, 
together. 

{In conclusion, Sir Alfred paid 
tribute to Mr. A. Winter Gray and his 
energy in carrying out the functions 
which fell to his lot as Secretary of 
the Institute. He never thought when 
he took over office that he would bs 
expected to travel so much up and 
down the country and hear so many 
interesting papers as he had done. H 
thought the institute was doing a very 
useful and great work which would 
ensure that an adequate return would 
be made to those who had invested so 
much money in the transport business 

Sir Cyril Hurcomb, K.B.E., C.B., 
Immediate Past President of the Inst 
tute, proposed the toast of ‘* Th: 
Guests,’ and Sir George Higgins, 
C.B.E., Chairman of Lloyd’s Regist: 
of Shipping, replied. 


closer 








G.W.R. Ambulance and 


Educational Awards at 


Chester 


In connection with the presentation 
of ambulance awards and educational 
certificates in the Chester Division, the 
annual dinner was held at Shrewsbury 
on February 15, when Mr. J. R. 
Morris, Divisional Superintendent, pre 
sided over a gathering of 150 officers, 
guests and members of the staff. He 
was supported by Mr. F. R. Potter, 
Superintendent of the Line; Mr. R. H. 
Grey, Divisional Locomotive Superin 
tendent, Wolverhampton; Mr. D. Blee, 
District Goods Manager, Shrewsbury; 
Mr. G. Cornish, District Goods Mana- 
ger, Liverpool; Mr. J. W. Enser, Dis- 
trict Traffic Manager, Oswestry; Col. 
W. H. Hall, former District Good; 
Manager, Shrewsbury; Mr. T. Martin, 
former District Goods Manager, Liver- 
pool; and Dr. F. H. Edwards of 
Shrewsbury. 

Mr. Morris spoke of the satisfactory 
progress made by the ambulance move- 
ment in the Chester Division, 473 mem- 
bers having gained awards last session. 
of whom 43 were recruits. The per- 
centage of qualified men in the Chester 
Traffic Department was 22. In the 
signalling classes, of 24 students who 
had taken the examination, 22 had 


passed, two of them with merit. Mr. 
Potter referred to the excellent work 
carried out by members of the St. John 
Ambulance Association in the Chester 
Division, and took the opportunity of 
congratulating Mr. J. R. Morris on his 
recent admission to the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem. He also stressed 
the value of the company’s educational 
classes, and emphasised the impor 
tance of gaining also a sound practica! 
knowledge of all phases of working 

Mr. Potter then presented ambulanc« 
awards to members of the numerous 
classes in the division, including a large 
number of efficiency awards for 15, 20, 
25, and 30 years’ service, and two com- 
petition trophies gained by the Chester 
class, the ‘‘ Dr. Lees’’ and ‘“‘ Dr 
Harrison ’’ challenge cups. The edu 
cational certificates distributed by Mr 
Potter included certificates gained in 
connection wtih the signalling, station 
accountancy and railway salesmanship 
courses. Mr. D. Blee, on behalf of 
members of the Shrewsbury class, made 
a presentation of an attache case to 
its secretary, Mr. Campion. During 
the evening an enjoyable musical enter 
tainment was provided. 
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STAFF AND LABOUR MATTERS 


Road Transport Wages 

The committee appointed by the 
Ministers of Labour and Transport to 
consider the question of the regula- 
tion of wages and conditions of employ- 
ment in the road transport industry 
(goods) met again in London on Thurs- 
day, February 18. A supplementary 
memorandum of evidence was_ sub- 
nitted by the National Joint Concilia- 
tion Board. The board felt that cer- 
tain imatters which came under review 
at the first hearing could, with advan- 
tage, be clarified, and that certain sub- 
missions made at later hearings by 
other parties require correction. 

Ihe memorandum dealt at some 
length with the problem of the district 
regulation of wages, and it was sub- 
nitted that the national board acted 
correctly in fixing grades and leaving 
the local area boards to decide which 
vrade should apply to each district. 
It was claimed that by this method the 
advantages of uniformity were com 
bined with a large measure of auto 
nomy. The extent to which existing 
agreements were taken into account by 
the national board in reaching its 
decisions was also fully explained, it 
being stated that, in general, the pro- 
cess was one of continuing the existing 
scales with certain adjustments necessi- 
tated by the need for a measure of uni- 
formity 

The national board commented on 
the argument advanced at an earlier 
hearing by Mr. Sewill that haulage 
rates must be fixed before wages. “‘ It 
is, of course, perfectly obvious that haul- 
ige rates could not be fixed in ignor- 
ance of a major item of cost (i.é., 
wages), but in any case Parliament has 
decreec that fair wages shall be paid, 
and wage rates must therefore be 
settled at once. The question of haul- 
ixe rates is closely related and in fact 
forms an integral part of the subject 
of co-ordination of transport and this is 

matter which is receiving the atten- 
tion of the Transport Advisory Council. 
It is public knowledge that interested 
organisations, including the three 
National Road Transport Employers’ 
Organisations, have been invited to 
submit their views on the subject.’’ 
On this point the Chairman, Sir James 
daillie, was understood to say that it 
seemed to him that if wages depended 
upon rates then wages would suffer. 

rhe problem of competition was also 
touched upon, it being contended that 

competition as it exists today is 
uneconomic in that the contractor who 
is operating on a sound economic basis 
has to face the competition of operators 
who quote lower rates at the expense 
of their employees’ wages. When 
wages are regularised, competition will 
remain, but free from this undesirable 
feature.’’ 

In oral evidence, Mr. Ernest Bevin, 
General Secretary of the Transport and 
General Workers’ Union, speaking with 


Mr. W. Edwards, the employers’ re 
presentative, on behalf of the national 
board, put forward some interesting 
proposals for a solution of the difficulty 
regarding wages of employees of ‘‘C’ 
licence holders. It was recommended 
that a general order should be made to 
apply to the whole of the transport 
industry, but well organised trades 
which object to Governmental control 
of wages and conditions should be 
able to secure exemption from the 
order by making representations jointly 
with the employees’ representatives. 
A necessary provision would be that 
the conditions laid down for transport 


men were no less favourable than 
those laid _.down by the Concilia- 
tion Board, but conditions could, 


of course, be adapted to suit individual 
industries’ needs. Alternatively, it was 
suggested that having dealt with the 
main body of road transport employees, 
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it should be possible to ascertain the 
regulations for exemption that could not 
be dealt with by collective agreement. 
It is understood that the Government 
Committee is unlikely to sit again in 
public. 
The Coronation Holiday 


Some 560,000 employees will benefit 
from the important concession an- 
nounced this week by the four main- 
line railway companies. As many as 
practicable of the regular staff will be 
given a day’s leave, with pay, on 
Coronation Day, Wednesday, May 12; 
the payment will be at ordinary time 
or day rates. It will, however, be ap- 
preciated that, in view of public re- 
quirements, it will not be practicable 
to release all staff from duty on that 
day. Those -who cannot be liberated 
on May 12 will be paid for work per- 
formed on that day as for an ordinary 
weekday, but will be given an addi- 
tional day’s leave with pay on another 
day, or, if this cannot be arranged, an 
additional day’s pay at ordinary rates. 








QUESTIONS IN 


Railway Employees 

Mr. G. Ridley (Clay Cross—Lab.) on 
February 11 asked the Minister of 
Labour how many persons were em- 
ployed in the railway industry in the 
week ended December 19, 1936. 

Mr. Ernest Brown (Minister of 
Labour): Statistics of the total num- 
bers employed by railway companies 
are compiled only in respect of March 
of each year, by the Ministry of Trans- 
port. The latest available return 
relates to the week ended March 7, 
1936, when the total number employed 
by the railway companies of Great 
Britain (including persons employed by 
the Railway Clearing House, and in 
connection with the railways of the 
London Passenger Transport Board) 
was 585,611. This figure includes staff 
engaged in ancillary businesses such as 
railway workshops, hotels, docks, 
steamships, &c., and represents the 
number of staff receiving salaries or 
wages for the full week, combined with 
the equivalent number of full-time 
workers in cases where employees 
were paid for less than the complete 
week. 


Sunday Train Service Wanted 


Mr. Goldie (Warrington—C.) asked 
the Minister of Transport whether he 
was aware that owing to the absence 
of a Sunday train service between 
Wigan and Irlam, great inconvenience 
was caused to workmen in the steel 
industry resident in the neighbourhood 
of Warrington, who were thereby de- 
prived of the opportunity of under- 
taking work on Sundays, for which 
overtime wages were paid; and whether 
he would accordingly make representa- 
tions to the L.M.S.R. with a view to 
the provision of such Sunday train 
service or, alternatively, grant per- 


PARLIAMENT 


mission to the Lancashire United 
Transport Company to run motorbuses 
for the conveyance of such workmen. 

Mr. Hore-Belisha (Minister of Trans- 
port), in a written reply, stated: | 
have taken up this matter with 
the L.N.E.R., which proved to be the 
company actually concerned. That 
company informs me that it did not 
receive the information necessary to 
enable it to decide what additional 
train service was required until Janu 
ary 30, when it at once made arrange 
ments to introduce a suitable addi 
tional service as from Sunday, Febru- 
ary 7. I trust that this will remove 
all inconvenience to the workmen con 
cerned. 

Deaths on Electrified Lines 

Mr. Michael Beaumont (Aylesbury— 
U.) on February 22 asked the Minister 
of Transport how many deaths from 
electrocution occurred on the lines ot 
electrified railways in 1936 to civilians, 
to children, and to people emploved on 
the lines, respectively. 

Captain Austin Hudson  (Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Transport): Two railway employees, 
eleven children, and two other persons, 
of whom twelve were trespassers, lost 
their lives in this way. Of the two 
railway employees, one was killed 
through contact with an _ overhead 
conductor cable. 


Nationalisation 

Mr. H. Day (Southwark, Central— 
Lab.) on February 22 asked the 
Minister of Transport when the Govern- 
ment proposed to introduce legislation 
for the purpose of nationalising the 
principal means of transport in Great 
Britain. 

Captain Austin Hudson: 
no such intention. 


There is 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Retired Railway Officers’ Society 
Luncheon.—tThe spring luncheon will 
be held on Tuesday, March 16, in the 
Middlesex Suite, Great Eastern Hotel, 
Liverpool Street, London, E.C.2. The 
principal guest will be Sir Francis 
I.’Estrange Joseph, K.B.E., D.L., a 
Director of the London Midland & 
Scottish Railway Company. 


L.N.E.R. Express Derailment near 
Sleaford.—A verdict of ‘‘ accidental 
death "’ was returned at the resumed 
inquest at Sleaford (Lincs), on Feb 
ruary 23, on the bodies of the four 
railway platelayers who were killed 
when an express train left the rails and 
crashed into a hut in which the men 
were seated 


Lecture on Mobile Cranes.—-A lec- 
ture on petrol and diesel mobile cranes 
and steam breakdown cranes built in 
this country for British and _ foreign 
railways was given recently to the 
Locomotive and Carriage Institution of 
Great Britain by: Mr. R. Crafter, of 
Ransomes & Rapier Limited. The 
lecture, held at the Science Museum, 
South Kensington, was illustrated with 
lantern slides and models, and attracted 
a large and enthusiastic audience 


Institute of Transport Examina- 
tions.—The final date for the receipt 
of applications to sit for the graduate- 
ship and associate membership examina- 
tions of the Institute of Transport 
which will be held on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, April 29 and 30 
and May 1) is March 1 next. Forms of 
entry and copies of the examination 
regulations and syllabuses may be had 
on application to the Secretary of the 
institute, 15, Savoy Street, london, 
W.C.2 

Increase in G.W.R. Irish Traffic. 

The Great Western Railway reports 
a considerable increase in the number 
of passengers carried to and from Ire- 
land via Fishguard. In the first nine 
months of 1936, 121,067 passengers 
were carried, as compared with 82,822 
during a similar period in 1933. The 
number of motorcars in the same 
periods rose from 1,400 in 1933 to 
2,707 in 1936. Alterations to the 
steamers St. Andrew and St. David will 
facilitate the handling of motor traffic. 


Improved Tyneside Station 
Lighting.—The L.N.E.R. announces 
that the station lighting on the electri 
fied lines on the north side of the Tyne 
is to be improved. Benton station 
and the stations on the Riverside line 
have already been equipped with better 
lighting, and more powerful lights are 
now to be fitted at Jesmond, West 
Jesmond, South Gosforth, Backworth, 
West Monkseaton, Monkseaton, Whitley 
Bay, Cullercoats, Tynemouth, North 
Shields, Perey Main, Howdon, Wallsend, 
Heaton, and Walker Gate. Arrange- 
ments are being made for the improved 
lighting to be available next winter 


when it is expected that the new passen- 
ger stock and accelerated services will 
be in operation. 

British Iron and Steel Federation. 
—From Monday, March 1, the address 
of the British Iron and Steel Federation 
will be Steel House, Tothill Street, West- 
minster, S.W.1, The telephone number 
will be Whitehall 1030, and the tele- 
graphic address will remain unaltered. 
The offices will be closed to-morrow 
(February 27) for the purposes of the 
move. 


Additional Railhead Depot for 
Norwich.—-An additional railhead store 
(a steel framed building, 188 ft. 9 in. 
long by 40 ft. wide, with a sheet metal 
exterior, giving a floor area of 844 sq. 
vd.) is to be built by the L.N.E.R. at 
Norwich Thorpe station to meet the 
demand for additional accommodation 
for storing merchandise. The building 
will be so arranged that extensions can 
be built as required 

Swedish State Railways in 1936. 

The good results reported by the 
Swedish State Railways in respect of 
1936 are surpassed only by the boom 
years 1929 and 1930. The surplus last 
vear was 41 million kronor (£2,255,200 
at par) against 32 million kronor for 
1935. The interest on the money in 
vested by the State amounts to 33-1 
million kronor, leaving a net surplus ot 
7°9 million kronor, 2 million of which, 
however, is to be paid to the Grangesberg 
Company under the ore contract of that 
concern with the Swedish State 


The Northern Ireland Road 
Transport Board.—In a brief article 
on page 849 of our Road Transport 
Section for November 20 last, we pointed 
out that the policy of the Northern 
Ireland Road Transport Board regard 
ing the acquisition of goods transport 
undertakings was to take them over 
by areas and not as isolated units. 
A further step in this direction is to be 
taken tomorrow (February 27), as 
notice has been given that the board 
will then acquire the businesses of 
186 freight operators. These are work 
ing in a territory south of Belfast, in 
such places as Kilkeel, Warrenpoint, 
Rostrevor, Newry, Banbridge, and Lis 
burn. The transfers will give the board 
control of all the freight road transport 
in Co. Down and part of Armagh. 


Railway Club Annual Meeting. 
The Railway Club held its annual 
general meeting at the Royal Scottish 
Corporation Hall, Fetter Lane. E.C.4, 
on Thursday, February 18. At the 
conclusion of the formal business, Mr 
Kenneth Brown read his presidential 
address, entitled ‘“ Railways in Law.” 
Dealing with the liability in respect of 
goods carried, he referred to the three 
principal Acts of Parliament which set 
out the law on this intricate subject : 
first, the Carriers Act, 1830, which does 
not specifically mention railways ; then 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act, 
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1854; and lastly the Railways Act, 
1921. Mr. Kenneth Brown then dealt 
with the liability to passengers, and the 
liability for passengers’ luggage ; also 
the liability of the railway company 
for the actions of its servants. A de 


scription of the leading case on this 
subject, Bunch v. G.W.R., concluded 
a paper of exceptional interest. 


The East Anglian.—The directors 
of the L.N.E.R. have decided to institute 
in the autumn a new express train 
between Norwich and London which will 
perform the journey in each direction 
in 2 hr. 15 min. including a stop at 
Ipswich. The train, which wil! be 
known as the East Anglian, will leave 
Norwich on Mondays to Fridays inclu 
sive at 11.55 a.m., Ipswich 12.50 p.m 
and arrive at Liverpool Street at 
2.10 p.m. On the return journey the 
departure from Liverpool Street will 
be at 6.40 p.m., Ipswich 8.4 p.m., and 
the arrival at Norwich at 8.55 p.m 
New rolling stock will be provided 
for the train, which will be hauled by a 
streamlined locomotive of the “ San 
dringham "’ 


class 


Improvements to Luton Station, 
L.M.S.R.—To meet rapidly increasing 
passenger and parcels traffic at Luton 
the L.M.S. is to remodel its passenget 
station there at a cost of £47,600 An 
important feature of the scheme is th¢ 
provision of a new high level booking 
office with access from the public foot 
bridge which crosses the station \ 
portion of this footbridge will be raised 
and a portion also widened to 12 ft 
The parcels office, waiting room accom 
modation, and station refreshment and 
dining rooms will all be enlarged and 
improved, while the island platform on 
the up side will be widened ; all the 
platforms will also be raised to the 
standard height of 3 ft. Car parking 
facilities are also to be provided, and the 
loading-dock extended. 


Possible Tube for South-East 
London.—For time past the 
London Passenger Transport Board has 
been urged by the local authorities to 
extend the Bakerloo Line from the 
Elephant & Castle to Camberwell Green, 
for which powers have already been 
secured. A few days ago, the board 
sent a letter in the following terms to 
the Town Clerk of Camberwell, the 
Town Clerk of Southwark, the Chairman 
of the Camberwell, Peckham and Dul 
wich Chamber of Commerce, Colonel 
Day, M.P. for Southwark Centrai, and 
Mr. Silkin, M.P. for Peckham : 

I am directed to refer to the meeting 
which took place between the representa- 
tives of South London and Lord Ashfield 
on October 26 last, and to inform you that 
plans for the development of a tube railway 
in South London are now receiving very 
close attention by members of the Standing 
Joint Committee, which is composed of the 
representatives of the main-line railways 
and the board. Owing to the magnitude of 
the scheme, its consideration must of 
necessity take some time, and it is unlikely 
that any effective decision on the proposals 
will be reached by this committee before 
March at the earliest. 
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British and Irish Traffic Returns 


GAZETTE 





50,000 
113,000 


Totals for 7th Week | Totals to Date 
GREAT BRITAIN. |-—— en -|—__--—— — — 
| 1937 | 1936 |Inc.orDec.| 1937 | 1936 Inc. or Dec. 
| | ' | 
—_——— — 
L.M.S.R. (6,880} mls.) £ £ f £ | f f 
Passenger-train traffic... 394,000 | 379,000 15,000 2,595,000 | 2,545,000 ' 
Merchandise, &c. 495,000 | 470,000 25,000 | 305,000 | 3,192,000 |-4 
Coal and coke 298,000 289,000 9,000 | 022,000 | 2,060,000 


Goods-train trathe 
lotal receipts 


793,000 


, 187,000 


759,000 


1,138,000 





L.N.E.R. (6,332 mls.) | 
Passenger-train traffic...) 258,000 255,000 
Merchandise, &c. | 326,000 317,000 
Coal and coke | 268,000 266,000 
Goods-train trath¢ .| 594,000 583,000 
otal receipts .| 852,000 838,000 
| 
G.W.R. (3,7384 mls. 
Passenger-train traffic...) 158,000 153,000 
Merchandise, &« 198,000 189,000 
1 and coke } 119,000 113,000 
Goods-train tra tty | 317,000 302,000 
receipts | 475,000 455,000 
S.R. (2,153 mls.) 
Passenger-train trafh« 252.000 | 239,000 
lerchandise, &« aa 58,000 | 59,500 
Coal and coke | 37,000 40,500 
Goods-train trathe } 95,000 | = 100,000 
I receipts | 347,000 339,000 
Liverpool Overhead 1,228 | 1,112 
63 mis. | | 
Mersey (43 mls. $142 3,990 
*London Passenger 
fransport Board 561,100 533,800 
[IRELAND 
Belfast & C.D pass. 1,613 | 1,800 
80 mls 
goods 572 587 
total | 2,185 | 2,387 
Great Northern pass 6,950 7,300 
343 mls.) 
goods 9,400 10,150 
total | 16,350 | 17,450 
Great Southern pass 25,524 25,955 
2,075 mls 
goods 39,907 39,722 
total 65,431 65,677 





* 34th week 





34,000 
49,000 


327,000 
922 000 


s1yurto wt 


7,797,000 


38,000 
75,000 
125,000 





3,000 | 1,741,000 | 1,711,000 30,000 
9,000 | 2,228,000 2,213,000 | 15,000 
2,000 1,839,000 1,908,000 69,000 
11,000 4,067,000 | 4,121,000 54,000 
14,000 | 5,808,000 | 5,832,000 24.000 
| 
} } 
- | | 
5,000 1,088,000 1,077,000 11,000 
9,000 1,314,000 1,272,000 | 42 000 
6,000 $23,000 822,000 1,000 
i+ 15,000 2,137,000 2,094,000 43,000 
- | - 
7 20,000 | 3,225,000 | 3,171,000 |+ 54,000 
| j | 
| ! 
‘ = , | warn | = 
13,000 1,738,000 | 1,666,000 |- 72,000 
1,500 386,000 402,500 16,500 
3,500 | 243,000 | 278,500 | 35,500 
5,000 | 629,000 | 681,600 52,000 
8,000 | 2,367,000 | 2,347,000 | + 20 000 
| ’ , | 
116 | 8,337 8.051 286 
152 | 29,735 | 28,803 932 
| | 
27,300 | 19,002,100 18,451,000 551,100 
| 
} | 
187 | 11,881 13,085 | 1,204 
| | 
15 305 3,886 581 
202 15,186 16,971 1,785 
350 51,750 | 53,900 | 2.150 
750 62,300 68,500 6,200 
1,100 114,050 122 400 8,350 
431 180,101 } 184,783 4. G82 
185 290 489 287,252 3,237 
246 $70,590 472,035 1.445 





ry 8th week. 








Railway and Other Reports 
London & North Eastern Rail- 
way.—After transferring £50,000 from 
general reserve as formerly, the dire 
tors recommend that, subject to final 
audit, dividends be paid on the 4 per 
cent. first preference stock at the rate 
of 4+ per cent.; on the 5 per cent. 
redeemable preference stock at the rate 
of 5 per cent. ; and on the 4 per cent. 
second preference stock at the rate of 
l0s. per cent., in each case less income 
tax, leaving a balance of £66,425 to be 
carried forward. Credit to the amount 
of £755,000 has been taken in the ac 
counts for 1936 in respect of the reduc 
tion of rates and rate relief attributable 
to the year. Warrants for the dividends 
on the above mentioned preference 
stocks will be posted on March 10. 
Vickers Limited—-The directors give 
notice that the following final dividends 
for the half-year ended December 31, 
1936, will be paid to holders registered 
on February 27, 1937 :—2} per cent., 
less income tax, on the preferred 5 per 
cent. stock ; 2} per cent., less income 
tax, on the 5 per cent. preference stock ; 


23 per cent., free of income tax, on the 
cumulative preference stock. Payment 
will be made on Thursday, March 25 
Pennsylvania Railroad. Gross 
operating revenues for the year 1936 
were $441,425,189, an _ increase of 
$73,613,003 over 1935. The operating 
expenses of $314,087,701 showed an 
advance of $50,987,517. Net railway 
operating income amounted to 
$84,180,592, an increase of $13,785,951. 








Forthcoming Meetings 


Feb. 26 (Fri.).—London Midland & 
Scottish Railway Company (Annual 
General), Friends House, Euston Road, 
N.W., at 11.30 a.m. 


March 2 (Tues.).—London Midland & 
Scottish Railway Company (Wharn- 
cliffe, followed by Special General), 
Euston Station, N.W.1, at noon 

March 5 (Fri.)—London & North East- 
ern Railway Company (Ordinary 
General, followed by Special General), 
Wharncliffe Rooms, N.W.1, at 2 p.m. 

March 5 (Fvi.).—Great Southern Railway: 
Company (Ordinary General), Gres- 
ham Hotel, Dublin, at 2 p.m 
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British and Irish Railways 
Stocks and Shares 


Prices 
Bee Re 
Stocks a2 | BS ic 
Z| OS | Feb. | Rise/ 
a 5 24. Fall 
1937 
G.W.R. 
Cons. Ord. 6414 | 45lp | 5734*| —114 
5% Con. Prefce. ...|12612 (11634 |11212* | —4! 
5°, Red. Pref.(1950)/113 1081p |10912*| — 
1% Deb. ... 11912 {11012 [10312 | —3l2 
43% Deb.... ..{121 114 10919 |—2 
44% Deb.... walk 82 11412 | — 
5% Deb. ... . (141 134 12615 | —1 
24% Deb.... ...| 791g | 74 6919 | —3lo 
5% Rt. Charge .../13612 {130 12019 |—5 
5%, Cons. Guar. ...|13514 [12734 {11919* 3 
L.M.S.R. 
Ord. es ...| 355g 17 281>* | —1 
4°, Prefce. (1923) | 83 521p | 72l9* | —2l2 
4°, Prefce. eee] 9234 81 S1* —2l»o 
5°, Red. Pref.(1955)|10914 (10314 10312 | —Le2 
4%, Deb. ... .. 11134 |1059yz¢ |101 
5°, Red.Deb.(1952))1195g [11512 (11312 =~ | 
4%, Guar. 10634 (101 9615 —l9 
L.N.E.R. 
5% Pref. Ord. - ...| 14 9 10 
Def. Ord. ... vast ae 434 514 
4°, First Prefce. 7914 | 5514 | 721 —1p 
4%, Second Prefce. | 317g 1814 23 —l» 
5° Red. Pref.(1955)| 1001» 7734 991» 
4%, First Guar. ...|10412 | 9834 | 93 -11, 
4°, Second Guar. 99 90 87 Z 
3% Deb. .| 8534 | 79 75 _ 
4% Deb. ... 10934 |10412 |991ot 
5°, Red.Deb.(1947) 11614 (11012 10912 | —1 
44% Sinking Fund |I111z, 10712 (LO06l2 21> 
Red, Deb. 
SOUTHERN 
Pref. Ord.... ...| 9834  82lo | 9019* | —3 
Def. Ord. ... vee] 2708 201g 221o* | —14 
5% Pref. ... ...12034 {11812 (10919* 4 
5° Red. Pref.(1964)|11934 (11514 11110* I 
5°, Guar. Prefce. 136 12915 120* —3lz 
5% Red.Guar. Pref. 120 11534 |1121* | —1 
(1957) 
4°, Deb. ... 117338 1091p |10212 | —2lo 
5% Deb. ... ...{140 134 1251. —2 
4% Red. Deb. |116l. (110 108 
1962-67 
Betrast & C.D. 
Ord. ica ae 41 5 
FortTH BRIDGE 
4°, Deb. 107 105 10215 
4°, Guar 107316 1104 10010 | —1 
G. NORTHERN 
(IRELAND) 
Ord, 1915 934 10 
G. SOUTHERN j 
(IRELAND) 
Ord. ie oe} 63 41 47 
Prefce. ; ... 65 46 §9 +] 
Guar. 9714 8l 82 | 
Deb. 9934, | 8314 | 93lo | +1 





..(1273q4 (121 11312 31 

(13814 [13312 [12212 | —5 

1112 |1081g 105 —1 

(13134 (12334 (11812 1 

1121 93 92* 4 

MERSEY : 

Ord. Kis wee} 4034 23 351,* | —1 
4%, Perp. Deb. ...|103 98 99 nal 
3% Perp. Deb. ...| 78 745, | 75lo |—1 
3°, Perp. Prefce. | 687g | 6314 | 65lp*| — 


* ex dividend 
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ABSTRACTS OF RECENT PATENTS* 


Lubricators 

Headley Townsend Backhouse, of 
12 Melina Court, St. John’s Wood, 
London, N.W.8. (December 6, 1935.) 

In a lubricator for applying oil to 

moving part of a mechanism only 
so long as that part is moving, and 
for preventing the flow of oil when the 
part is at rest, the moving part 1, 
which is the rotor of a pump, is in 
contact with a stationary end cover 2 
nto which is screwed a tubular guide 
member 3 having a plug 4 in one end 
through which oil may be supplied by 
the pipe 5. Located in the other end 
of the guide member is a longitudinally 
movable plunger 6 having an axial hole 
7 Che end 8 of the plunger is pressed 


No. 453,551. 
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into contact with the rotor end by a 
spring 9 bearing against the plug 4 and 
the floating collar 10, which transmits 
the pressure through an oil-tight pack 
ing 11 to a shoulder 12 formed on the 
plunger. Recesses 13 are formed in the 
rotor end such that they come into 
communication with the hole 7. A 
gravity tank for supplying oil through 
the pipe 5 under low pressure is pro 
vided. In the operation of the device 
oil gravitates into the cavity 14 in the 
guide member, and so long as the rotor 
is moving it will ‘‘ wipe-off’’ oil from 
the end of the hole 7. When the 
pump is stopped the rotor forms a 
closure for the end of the hole 7 and 
any further flow of oil is prevented 
[he cavities 13 may be omitted, suf 
ficient oil being ‘‘ wiped-off’’ from the 
end of the plunger by the moving part 
(Accepted September 14, 1936.) 
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No. 454,362. Railway Track Align- 
ing Devices 


Hendrik Jan Nijenhuis, of No. 12 
Slationsway, Woerden, The Nethe 
lands (Application date: April 22, 
1936.) 

\ track aligner comprises a base 3 
provided near the front with a lug 4, 
to which the forward end of the rail- 
engaging element 5 is pivoted by means 
of a pin 6. In its normal position the 
clement rests on an abutment 7 pro 
vided on the base, and its straight top 
edge slopes slightly down towards the 


* These abridgments of recently published specifications are specially compiled for THE 
RaItway GAZETTE by permission of the Controller of His Majesty’s Stationery Office. 





front. [Ihe rear end of the rail- 
engaging clement has a_ longitudinal 
open slot 8 engaging a pin 9 mounted 
for rotation in the end of the short 
arm 10 of a bell-crank lever pivoted 
at 11 to a bracket 12 secured to the 
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base 3 Phe arm 10 makes an obtuse 
ingle with the normally vertical long 


irm of the bell-crank lever, the long 
irm comprising a relatively short bar 
13 projecting into a socket at the lower 
end of a hand lever 14 of suitable 
length. On pulling the hand lever 14 
outwardly and downwardly, the pin or 
roller 9 will move upwards along the 
ircuate path 16, thus raising the rear 
end of the element 5 and thereby exert- 
ing lateral thrust on the rail with a 
minimum lift. Simultaneously, in 
creased downward pressure is exerted 
on the base 3, serving to obviate any 
tendency of the base to slip rearwardly 
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No. 453,944. Improved Couplings 
John Walier Anderson, of Colville 
St., Wavertree, Liverpool. (April 10.) 
A coupling for vehicles of the type 
in which a spear-headed tongue-part 
attached to one vehicle enters a recess 
or opening in a frame attached to the 
end of the other vehicle, and is auto 
matically retained in coupling engag 
ment by spring-controlled latches, com- 
prises a socket-part A having a bore 
al of rectangular cross-section which is 
flared outwardly, and which at the 
neck-part a2 corresponds in cross 
section with that of a tongue-part B, 
the socket is attached by a universal 
joint J to a back plate 1 bolted to the 
vehicle, the universal joint having pins 
2 and 3 arranged at right angles, the 
pin 2 engaging the socket-part, and 
the pin 3 engaging the back plate. The 
part B' of the tongue B is attached 
to its back plate 4 by the pin 5. The 
back plate 1 has a flange 6 which 
carries two limit pins 7° and 8', and 
the back plate 4 has flanges 9 which 
carry adjustable limit pins 10. C are 
transverse recesses formed in the socket 
part and which house the bolts D, 
which latter are pressed inwardly by 
springs 7 compressed by screwed end 
caps 8. The bolts have inclined faces 
dl which engage the notches b1 in the 
end of the tongue-part and have pins 
d2 which engage grooves in the socket 
part and which are engaged by a cam 
E mounted in a récess a3 formed in 
the side of the part A and closed by 
a cap a4 which forms the bearing for 
































from the rail. The 
of the angle between the arms of the 
bell-crank lever may be modified, but 
in practice it has been found that with 
an obtuse angle as shown, very satis- 


‘way magnitude 


obtained. 
1936.) 


factory results are 
(Accepted September 29, 
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abridgments can be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 
either sheet by sheet as issued, on payment of a subscription of 5s. a group volume, or in bound 
volumes, price 2s. each, and the full specifications can be obtained from the same address price 1s. 


each. 
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the spindle el of the cam, to which 
spindle an external operating handle H 
is fixed. The operating part of the 
cam surface is notched as at e2 to hold 
it in position. In the case of railway 
rolling stock, two complete couplings 
are fitted to each end of each vehicle, 
at equal distances horizontally on each 
side of the fore-and-aft centre lines so 
that the pair is always available for 
coupling whichever ends of _ the 
vehicles are adjacent.—(Accepted Sep- 
tember 22, 1936.) 
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No. 454,120. Feedwater Heaters 

Paul Anders, of 33 Dernburgstrasse, 
Charlottenburg, Berlin 5, Germany. 
(Convention date: Germany, Novem- 
ber 7, 1934.) 

In a feedwater heater tube unit, two 
tubes a and a‘ are provided on the 
outside with gills and have an inter- 
mediate wall 6 common to both. The 














wall b is provided at both ends with 
penings ¢. The ends of each pair of 
double tubes a-a' are connected 
together by means of terminal bends d, 
in such a manner that the water flows 
through the successively disposed units. 
The bend d establishes direct com 
munication between the lower tube a 
ind the tube a' of two adjacent double 
tubes, whereas the externally situated 
tubes a and a’ are closed by the flat 
ortions d' and d* of the terminal bend. 
rhe opposite ends of each double tube 
are connected in each case with the 
ends of an adjacent unit. The stream 
of water which flows from right to left 
through the lower double tube a-a 
passes through the openings c into a 
through the bend d into the super 
imposed tube a, where it divides again 
in the same manner.—(Accepted Sep 
ember 24, 1936.) 
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No. 454,196. Railway Rail Joints 
lnders Sérensen Bak. of Suldrup, 
neay Stévring, Denmark. (December 


9 1935.) 

In an improved rail joint the two 
rail ends a are connected together by 
fishplates f and g. The rail ends are 


ided on the two sides of the head 
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ol cach rail end with recesses » and 
m each occupying about one-third the 
thickness of the top of the rail, so that 
only the middle third d of the top of 
each rail extends to the rail top. On 
the top edges of the fishplates f and g 
there are provided tenons @ and 7 re 
spectively which project into the 
recesses n and m respectively in the 
heads of the rails up to their top edge, 
and these tenons have each the same 
length as the combined length of the 
adjoining recesses n and m. The two 
tenons h and 7 bridge the space be- 
tween the rail ends d and the space 
between the tenon h of the fishplate f, 
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and the end of the recess m in the left 
hand rail end is bridged by the rail end 
d and the tenon 7 of the fishplate g, 
whilst the space between the fishplate 
tenon 7 and the end of the recess m 
in the right-hand rail end is bridged by 
the head part d of this rail end and 
the tenon h of the fishplate f. With 
this bridging, neither the foot nor the 
stem of the rail is detrimentally 
affected and, in addition, a substantial 
part of the head of the rail remains 
unaffected by the device.—(Accepted 
September 25, 1936.) 


No. 455,332. 
Couplings 


Railway Coach 


Kurt Leopold, of 22, Moritzstrasse, 
Berlin, §.42, Germany. (January 8, 
1936.) 

In the improved coupling the shanks 
of the buffer 1 are provided with a link 
2 pivotable about the pin 11. Their 
horizontal displacement is made pos 
sible by the slot holes 12 which are 























arranged in the coupling box or casing 
3 and in which they are held by the 
pin 9 likewise guided in an elongated 
slot. When “the track is curved the 
pin of one buffer acts as the pivoting 
point of the coupling box and the pin 
~ the other buffer slides in its slot 
nole. Four tension springs 4 = are 
stretched in pairs between each buffer 
and the coupling box, thus holding 
the latter in the horizontal position 
but allowing it an angular adjustment 
Each coupling box is provided with 
a drawbar 5 having an angular pro- 
tuberance 15 and a funnel shaped re. 
cessed portion 13, behind which there 
rest two catches 6 which are urged by 
the springs 14 and are pivotable about 
the pins 6. The catches may be 
actuated by « forked member 16, the 
apex 17 of which is joined to the rod 
of a piston 18 which is enclosed in 
a cylinder 19 of the coupling box. 
[he various connection systems are 
placed one above the other in the 
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iniddle of the coupling box, the steam 
piping 20 being at the top; the main 
compressed air piping 21 underneath 
this; then the compressed air piping 
22; which is used for uncoupling and 
which passes into the main compressed 
air piping 21 through a shut-off valve 
8 and finally the lighting cable 23 at 
the bottom. The free ends of all thes« 
pipings terminate in rubber packings 
24 formed with a flange,'so that when 
coupled the rubber increases the tight- 
ness of the joints. The steam and air 
pipes pass to the coaches through tub- 
ing 25 and 26 respectively, and are 
each provided in the coupling box with 
a shut-off valve 27, 28 respectively, 
these valves being closed in the un 
coupied condition. Both valves have 
levers 29 and plungers 30 which pro. 
trude from the face of the coupling 
box and which open the valves when 
two coaches come together. The com- 
pressed air uncoupling pipe 22 has no 
shut-off valve, as it functions only 
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when in the coupled state. When two 
coaches come together the sleeves, 41 
are each forced into their boxes so 
that the valve 39 is opened and steam 
in pass through. When the coaches 
separate, the valve discs, under the 
pressure of the springs 47, close before 
the sleeves 41 separate. Thus all loss 
of steam is avoided.—(Accepted Octo- 
ber 19, 19386.) 








COMPLETE SPECIFICATIONS 
ACCEPTED 

454,055 Vereinigte Eisenbahn-Signal- 
Werke Ges. Automatic block protection 
for railways by means of axle counting 
mechanism. 

454,122. Illinois Tool Works. Fasten 
ing devices such as nuts, bolts, screws, 
and the like. 

454,117. A.G. Brown, Boveri, & Cie. 
Regulating arrangements for pressure-fired 
steam generators or the like. 

454,354. Porsche Ges., Dr. Ing. h.c.F. 
3ogies for rail vehicles. 

454,370. Karim, F. Electric supply 
systems on railway and like vehicles. 

454,521. Cossentine, F. A. B. Screws, 
bolts and studs. 

454,527. Turton, Platts, & Co. Ltd., 
(;., and Cowen, J. C. Anti-creep anchors 
for railway and like rails. 

454,744. Andersson, K. I. L., Gustavs- 
son, O. G. L., and Kristoffersson, S. 
Tyre for carriage wheels, particularly 
railway carriage wheels. 

454,878. Dyson, J., and Dyson & Co 
Ltd., R. A. Road vehicles for the com- 
bined road and rail transport of material 





G. H. Sheffield & Co. (Engineers) Ltd 
has received an order for four Sheffield 
f'winberrow diamond-framed carriage 
bogies, complete with wheels and axles, 
for the Gold Coast Government Rail 
way, 3ft. 6 in. gauge, to the specification 
and inspection of the Crown Agents for 
the Colonies 


The Chinese Government Purchasing 
Commission has placed orders to the 
inspection of Sandberg for 
equipment required for the Canton- 
Hankow Railway with the Vulcan 
Foundry Co. Ltd. for locomotive spares, 
including firebox plates, couplers, 
springs, lsothermos lubricators, and 
Clyde sootblowers ; and with the 
Superheater Co. Ltd. for superheater 


spares. 


Messrs. 


The Egyptian 
ministration has 
following orders : 


State Railways Ad 
recently placed the 


Colvilles Limited, Steel joists Ret. No 
E.S.R. 1,322 Fotal cost, £1,662 Delivery 
f.o.b. Glasgow 

Metropolitan-Cammell Carriage & Wagon Co 


L.td., Shells for buffer rods (Ref. No. E.S.R. 
21,580, Total cost, £156 Delivery f.o.b 
Liverpool 

Société Anglo-Franco-Belge de Materiel ce 
Chemin de Fer, Shells for buffer rods Ref 


E.S.R. 21.580 
f.o.b,. Antwerp.) 


lotal cost, £132. Delivery 

Kitson & Co. Ltd. has received an 
order from the Leopoldina Railway for 
one locomotive boiler 


Keen, Williams Limited has 
received an order from the Indian Stores 
Department for 660 cwt. of m.s. hexa 
gonal nuts 


Cruest 


Usines et Boulonneries de Mariemont 
through H. J. Skelton & Co. Ltd. has 
received an order from the Cordoba 
Central Railway for 300,000 m.s. dog 
spikes and 8,000 screwspikes 


The Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
Stores Department, New Delhi, has 
placed the following orders : 

Samuel Osborn (India) Limited, 600 bL.G 
axles (total price, Rs.80,700). 

Shaw Wallace & Co. Ltd., locomotive axles 


total price, Rs.34,587) and various straight 
axles (total price, Rs.79,435 

Jessop & Co. Ltd., 159 B.G. locomotive tyres 
(total price, Rs.22,819 

Krupp Indian Trading Co. Ltd., 88 loco 
motive tyres (total price, Rs.11,248 

Burn & Co. Ltd., 80 locomotive tyres (total 


price, Rs.11,588 

United Steel Cos. (India) Ltd., 45 dise wheels 
vith tyres, 50 glut rings and 50 steel tvres for 
b3.G. motor coaches (total price, Rs.19,984 

Suren Piras & Co., 444 locomotive tyres (total 
price, Rs.53,126 

Skoda (India) Limited, 122 tyres (total price, 
Rs. 13,756 

John Fowler & Co. (India) Ltd., one com 
pound steam road roller (total price, Rs. 10,685 

Howell & Co. Ltd. has received an 
order from the Buenos Ayres Western 
Railway for 8,100 superheater flue and 
boiler tubes 


Machine India) Limited has 
received orders from the Indian Stores 
Department for two high-speed drilling 
machines and one Davla hacksawing 
machine 


> \. Gilsoco has received an ordet1 
from the South Indian Railway Ad 


Tools 
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ministration to the inspection of Messrs. 

Robert White & Partners for the supply 

of 183,000 dogspikes and fangbolts 
The Vulcan Foundry Co. Ltd. has 


received orders to the inspection of 
Messrs. Rendel, Palmer & Tritton for 


the supply of five DS class and 10 VS 
class superheated boilers with — steel 


fireboxes 


Robert Stephenson & Co. Ltd. has 


received an order from the Great 
Western of Brazil Railway for eight 
locomotive boilers, together with a 


quantity of spare parts. 


The Indian Standard Wagon Co. Ltd 
has received an order from the East 
Indian Railway for 328 laminated 
bearing springs 


Stewarts and Lloyds Limited has re 
ceived an order from the Buenos Ayres 
Great Southern Railway for 4,400 steel 
boiler tubes. 


Che Crown Agents for the Colonies 
have recently placed the following 
orders : 

Lancashire Dynamo & 
ilternating current generator 

Standard Telephones & Cables Limited, auto 
inatic exchange. 

Whitecross Co. Ltd., bronze and copper wire. 

Callenders Cable & Construction Co. Ltd., 
cable 

felegraph Construction & Maintenance Co 
Ltd., cables and joint boxes 


Crypto Limited, 


faylor Bros. & Co, Ltd., carriage and wagon 
tvres. 

Dorman, Long & Co. Ltd., chromador bridge 
work 

Staveley Coal & Iron Co, Ltd., cast iron wate 
pipes 


Stanton Ironworks Co, Ltd., cast iron piping 

Nuts & Bolts (Darlaston) Limited, clip bolts 

Thomas Bolton & Sons Ltd., copper ingots 

Southern Rolling & Wire Mills Limited, 
copper wire 

Wellington Tube Works Limited, galvanised 
W.1. water pipes. 

Petters Limited, generating plant 

Reynolds & Wilson, lathes. 

froughton & Young Limited, lighting fittings. 

North British Locomotive Co. Lid., loco 
motive trame 


lr. Firth & J. Brown Limited, locomotive 


vres 

The Whitehead Iron & Steel Co 
steel 

Monk Bridge Iron & Steel Co. Ltd., locomo 
tive tvres 

J]. Lvsaght Limited, M.S. sheets 

Win. Baird & Co. Ltd., pig iron 

Harland Engineering Co. Ltd., pumping sets 

Colvilles Limited, steel sleepers 

Cruest, Keen, Baldwins Iron & Steel Co. Ltd., 
steel sleepers 

Guest, Keen & Nettlefolds Limited, steel 
sleeper kevs. 

United Steel Cos. Ltd., steel sleepers. 

Stewarts and Lloyds Limited, steel tubing. 

Motherwell Bridge & Engineering Co. Ltd., 
steelwork tor bridge 

Darlington Railway Plant & Foundry Co 
L.td., switches and crossings. 


Litd., mild 


Siemens Bros. & Co. Ltd., telegraph line 
material 
General Electric Co. Ltd., telephone appara 


tus. 
Bullers Limited, telephone material 
Ericsson lelephones Limited, 
switchboards 
Capper, Pass & Son Ltd., tin ingots. 
Hurst, Nelson & Co. Ltd., water tanks. 


telephone 


Dorman, Long & Co. Ltd. has received 
an order from the Central Argentine 
Railway for 9,100 pairs of fishplates 
for 85-lb. rails. 
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Steel, Peech & Tozer Limited has 
received an order for 211 locomotive 
tyres from the Cordoba Central Railway 


Carl F. Benrath has received an order 
from the Mysore State Railways, to th 
inspection of Messrs. Rendel, Palmer & 
Tritton, for one internal 
machine 


grinding 


Taylor Bros. & Co. Ltd. has received 
orders from the Central Argentine Rail 
way for 100 locomotive tyres and from 
the Leopoldina Railway for 200 pairs 
of wheels and axles required for bogic 
covered goods wagons 


J. Baker & 
received an order 


Bessemer Limited has 
from the Central 


Argentine Railway for 200 locomotive 


tyres. 

The Associated Equipment Co. Ltd 
has received orders from the Swansea 
[Improvements & Tramways Company 
for 12 Regent direct-injection, oil 
engined, double-decked vehicles, rr 
quired to replace trams, and from the 
London Passenger Transport Board for 
five Matador goods vehicles. 

Nicaise & Delcuve has received a 
order from the Leopoldina Railway for 
50 all-steel bogie covered goods wagons 


Whitelegg and Rogers Limited has 
received the following orders: 

36 Ajax patent axlebox grease lubricators 
for the Crown Agents for the Colonies, for 
application to existing Nanoya Class | 
motives, Cevlon Government Railways 

104 Ajax patent axlebox grease lubricat 
for new 4-4-0 passenger locomotives and tenders, 
now under construction by the North Britis! 
Locomotive Co. Ltd., for the Egyptian Stat 
Railways, and spare sets of Ajax axlebox 
lubricators for the Egyptian Stat 
Railways. 

16 Ajax patent hand-operated firedoors and 
four Ajax patent air-operated firedoors for 
application to existing locomotives, Cantor 
Hankow Railway, to the order of the Chines 
Government Purchasing Commission, and to 
the inspection of Messrs. Sandberg. 


xrease 


D. Wickham & Co. Ltd. has received 
an order from the Central Uruguay 
Railway for four No. 8 petrol-driven 
light inspection railcars. 


Che Rand Water Board is calling for 
tenders for the supply and delivery of 
one 3 ft. 6 in. gauge, saturated steam 
side tank, shunting locomotive, com 
plete with all necessary fittings, acces 
Tenders endorsed 
Tender for Steam 


sories, and spares. 
‘Contract No. 482 
Shunting Locomotive, &c., Zwart 
kopjes’’ should reach the Secretary 
Rand Water Board, 74, Commissionet 
Street, Johannesburg, by May 7 Ten 
ders must be accompanied by a certified 
cheque or cash deposit for 5 per cent 
of the amount of tender. A copy ol 
the specification and general conditions 
of contract, &c., is available for loan 
at the Department of Overseas Trade 
Local representation is essential and the 
D.O.T. is prepared to furnish firms 
desirous of tendering for the supply 
of material of United Kingdom manu 
facture, and not represented in South 
Africa, with the names of United 
Kingdom merchant houses with local 
connections who may be willing to 
handle tenders on their behalf. 
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untitled Improvements relating to Steam 
Driven Vehicles,” is desirous of entering into 
arrangement, by way of licence or otherwise, on 
reasonable terms, for the purpose of exploiting 
the same and ensuring its full development and 
practical working in this country. All com- 
munications to be addressed to Guu, JENnines & 
Every-CLayton, 51/52, Chancery Lane, London, 


w.c 


— Proprietor of British Patent No. 401,764, 





The ary & North Western Railway 
Company Limited 


HE Directors are prepared to receive 
Tenders for the supply of : : ae 
FOUR Y.B. TYPE LOCOMOTIV E ENGINES 
AND TENDERS 
as per Specification to be seen at the Com- 
pany’s Offices. 

Tenders addressed to the undersigned, and 
envelope marked “Tender for Locomotives,” 
with name of firm tendering, to be lodged not 
later than Noon on the 16th “day of March, 1937. 

For each Specification a fee of £1 will be 
charged, which qannot, under any circum- 
stances, be returned. 

The Directors do not bind 
accept the lowest or any Tender. 
By Order of one Board, 

LLIAMSON, 
4 Director. 


themselves to 


Gresham House, 

Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C 2. 

18th February, 1937. 


] EPOT and Transport Manager of large 

undertaking requires new situation owing 
to merger of his company. Railway trained, 
fully qualified in all aspects of rail, road and 
shipping negetiations and operations, also depéot 
control and costing, warehousing, bonding and 
Customs precedure.—Apply Box 25, c/o THE 
Ramway Gazerte, 33, Tothill Street, Westminster, 
SW 
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OFFICIAL NOTICES 


His Exalted Highness the Nizam’s State 
Railway 


PPLICATIONS are_ invited for two 
vacancies as Assistant Locomotive Superin- 
tendents tor H.E.H. the Nizam’s State Railway, 
Hyderabad State, India. 
Qualifications. 
Age not less than 25 years. 

2. A good general and technical education. 

3. Service as premium apprentice or pupil in 
the workshops of a leading British railway 
or with a _ well-known firm of locomotive 
builders. 

4. At least three years’ subsequent experi- 
ence in either the drawing office, progress 
office or in some workshop supervisory capa- 
city. At least one year’s drawing office pre- 
ferred and running experience desirable. 

5. Should have passed the qualifying exami- 
nation for A.M.I.Mech.E. or A.M.Inst.C.E. or 
possess a certificate exempting from such 
examinations. 

Salary.—Will be payable in the currency of 
the Hyderabad State* in the grade of O.S. 
Rs. 550—30—850, at a commencing salary accord- 
ing to age, qualifications and experience. The 
salary (minimum and maximum), after adding 
Provident Fund benefit, corresponds approxi- 
mately to £460 and £719 per annum, respec- 
tively. At present there is no Income Tax in 
Hyderabad State. 

Applications.—Applications are to be by letter 
only, giving full details of qualifications, age 
training and experience, whether married or 
single, and, accompanied by copies of testi- 
monials, should be addressed to the under- 
signed not later than 8th March, 1937. 

F. ADAMS, 
Secretary. 

H.E.H. the Nizam’s State 

Railway Board, 
274, Gresham House, 
Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C.2. 
24th February, 1937. 


‘The Hyderabad State currency usually 
varies from Oosmania Sicca (O.S.) rupees 114 to 
117 per hundred British India rupees. 
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(a) The Bengal & North Western Railway 
Company Limited 

(6) The Rohilkund & Kumaon Railway 
Company Limited 


HE Directors are peg to 
Tenders for the su ply of 
(a) 701,100 DC GSPIKES; 
(b) 50,000 DO 
as per combined Specification, ‘to be seen at the 
Company's Offices. 

Tenders, addressed to the undersigned and 
envelope marked “ Tender for Dogspikes,” with 
name of firm tendering, to be lodged not later 
than Noon on the 16th day of March, 1937. 

For the Specification a fee of 10s. will be 
charged, which cannot, under any circum- 
stances, be returned. 

The Directors do not _ bind 
accept the lowest or any Tender. 

By Order of the Board, 
J. WILLIAMSON, 
Managing Director 
Secretary. 


receive 


themselves to 


237, Gresham House, 
Old Broad Street, 
London, E.C.2. 
19th February, 1937. 


Universal Directory of Railway Officials 
and Railway Year Book 


42nd Annual Edition, 1936-37 
Price 20/- net. 


This unique publication gives the names of 
all the pripcipel railway officers throughout 
the world, together with essential particulars 
of the systems with which they are connected. 
Much general and statistical information about 
railways is also concisely presented. 


THE DIRECTORY PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 
33, Tothill Street, Westminster, S.W.1. 








lenders are invited, receivable by 
March 16, for the supply to the Bengal 
& North Western Railway and Rohil- 
kund & Kumaon Railway respectively, 
of 701,100 and 50,000 dogspikes. Ten- 
ders are receivable at 237, Gresham 
House, Old Broad Street, London, E.C.2, 


fenders are invited by the Bengal & 
North Western Railway, receivable by 
March 16, at 237, Gresham House, Old 
Broad Street, London, E.C.2, for the 
supply of four Y.B. type locomotives 
and tenders. 

The Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
Stores Department, Engineering Sec- 
tion, New Delhi, invites tenders, receiv- 
able by March 18, for the supply of 
28,430 solid-drawn steel boiler tubes. 

lhe Chief Controller of Stores, Indian 
Stores Department, New Delhi, invites 
tenders, receivable by March 10, for the 
supply of quantities of switches and 
crossings. 

The South African Railways and 
Harbours Administration is calling for 
tenders, to be presented in Johannes- 
burg, South Africa, by March 15, for 
the supply of quantities of gold numerals, 
letters and transfer notices. Firms 
desirous of offering transfers of United 
Kingdom manufacture can obtain fur- 
ther details from the Department 
cf Overseas Trade. 

Newly approved regulations govern 
the constitution and operation of the 
Union of South Africa Tender and 
Supplies Board and these new regula- 
tions involve certain changes in the 


procedure previously adopted in the 
issue of calls for tender for Govern- 
ment supplies. These changes are of 
interest to United Kingdom firms wish- 
ing to submit offers as occasion arises. 
The effect, where United Kingdom firms 
are concerned, of the changes referred 
to will be as follows: Tenders will now 
be called for in the Union only and 
Union officials in the United Kingdom 
will cease to advertise such calls in 
this country; tender documents will 
now be available at the office of the 
High Commissioner in London for the 
Union of South Africa for inspection 
purposes only and copies will not be 
provided, as before; calls for tenders 
will be advertised in the South African 
Government Gazette and firms within the 
Union will not be advised of such calls 
direct, but must assume responsibility 
for ascertaining the details of all 
enquiries themselves and of applying 
for copies of tender documents. It will 
be almost essential for United Kingdom 
firms desirous of procuring details of 
calls for tenders issued by the Board 
to be represented in the Union. The 
Department of Overseas Trade, it 
should be noted, will be pleased to assist 
firms desirous of tendering for the supply 
of material of United Kingdom manu- 
facture, and not represented in the 
Union of South Africa, by endeavour- 
ing to place them in touch with suitable 
agents. 


Lt.-Col. W. C. Sanders, General 
Manager of the Timken Roller Bearing 
Company’s Railway Division, Canton, 


Ohio, U.S.A., recently announced in 
Montreal the appointment of the Rail- 
way Power & Engineering Corporation 
Limited, as exclusive Timken railway 
representatives for the Dominion of 
Canada; it has offices in Montreal. 
Colonel Sanders also announced that 
arrangements had been made with the 
Railway Power & Engineering Corpora- 
tion and the Dominion Wheel & Foun- 
dries Limited to manufacture in Canada 
the roller-bearing boxes and other parts 
used with Timken bearings for loco- 
motives and cars. The Timken Roller 
Bearing Co. Ltd., with head office 
in Toronto, is a subsidiary of the main 
firm of that name whose factory is at 
Canton, Ohio. 








FRENCH RAILWAY PostEerRs.—An effec- 
tive poster issued by the P.L.M. Rail- 
way draws attention, by means of a 
cleverly conceived design, to the Roman 
and medieval relics which abound near 
Avignon, and which can be visited by 
the company’s road motor services. 
We have also received a new winter 
sports poster issued by the Alsace- 
Lorraine Railways, showing the Vallée 
de Munster. The effect of distance has 
been very successfully achieved, and 
with it one of impressive silence and 
solitude, enhanced by the solitary figure 
on skis in the foreground. A poster 
displayed on behalf of the combined 
French railways reminds winter-bound 
Britain that at the same season there 
are ‘‘ sunshine and fun ”’ to be enjoyed 
on the French Riviera. 
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Sentiment in the stock and_= share 
markets has remained under the influence 


if the trend in British Government securi- 
ties. Owing to the continued reaction in 
the latter at the beginning of the week, 
there was a general decline in fixed-it 

terest-bearing stocks and many high-grack 


industrial shares also reacted heavily In 
the circumstances it could hardly be ex- 
pected Home Railway stocks would 
ot again move against holders. Owing 
to steadier tendency in Government 


ecurities market conditions improved on 
Wednesday and the undertone in Railway 
stock became better, particularly es 
nother encouraging batch of traffic figures 
me to hand. 
L.M.S. ordinary was steadier at 28} 
1 the news that traffics rose by £49,000 


1 the past wee! and it is now being 
inted out that the yield given by the 
tock is not unsatisfactory, especially as 
there is a reasonable chance of a high 


THE RAILWAY CAZETTE 


Railway Share Market 


dividend for the current year. 


cent. 
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to best 

prelerence 3 
a gain of £14,000. 
was firmer following the 

improvement 
remained 
favour, the £8,000 rise in the past week’s 
receipts being below market expectations. 
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Traffic Table of Overseas and Foreign Railways Publishing Weekly Returns 














1936-37 meng 
Antofagasta( Chili) & Bolivia 834 
Argenti North Eastern 753 
\ tine Transandine - 
Bolivar 174 Jan., 1937 
Brazil 
3 os Ayres & 2.806 37 
B s Avres Centr 190 37 
Buenos A\ Gt. Sout 5,084 37 
B os Ayres Wester 1,930 37 
Central Ar tin 3,700 ?.37 
Do 
a | ( t. Ur iv of M. Vi 27 13.2.37 
D Eas n Ext 311 13.2.37 
= D Northern Ext 185 13.2.37 
a D West Ext 211 13.°.37 
Cordoba Central 1,218 2.),2.37 
% ( t 188 De 1936 
- Dor t 70 ] 1937 
“ Ent Rios 810 200.2.37 
» | ¢ t Western of Brazil 1,082 20.2.37 
Internati 1 of ¢ \ r 794 Dec., 1936 
+ | Inter inic of Mexico 
LaG Car 223 || Ja 1937 
wit i 1,918 2().2.37 
} Mexi 483 14.°.37 
M 1 of | 319 Ja 1937 
N 397 15.2.37 
Ps ( tral 274 1).2.37 
Peruvi: ratio 1,059 Jan., 1937 
S 1 100 13.2.37 
San Paul 1534 14.2.37 
I 164 Jan., 1937 
{ f Hav 1,353 20.2.37 
I Nort} 73 Tat 1937 


Jeng 31.1.37 








202 31.1.37 

2,107 31.1.37 

161 $1.1.37 

= 3,268 31.1.37 
; ¢Cl.India 3,072 10.2.37 
se Mahratta 3,229 31.1.37 
20n 572 31.1.37 

2,532 20.1.37 





Beira-Umtali 204 D>c., 1936 
tilbao River & Cantabrian 15 Jan., 1937 
Egyptian Delta 620 10.2.37 
Great Southern of Spain 104 29,8.36 
<enva & Uganda 1,625 Jan., 1937 
4 | Manila - 
#4 Mashonaland 913 Dec., 1936 
« Midland of W. Australia 277 Dec., 1936 
> | Nigerian 1,905 2.1.37 
Rhodesia 1,538 Dec., 1936 
South Africa 13,263 30.1.37 
| Victoria 4,728 Oct., 1936 
| Zafra & Huelva 112 Dec., 1936 


+ Receipts are calculated @ Is. 6d. 


The 


has proved misleading, the amount being overestimated. 


Traffic 


lotal 


his year 


4 
17,020 


7,388 


5,400 





$461,490 


6,270 





938 


10,650 








109,465 
68,774 
1,036 


7,477 


568 


289,136 


128,131 





to the rupee. 





s for Week 


. or Dec. 
compared 
with 1936 


1,845 
4,315 


$29,500 


1.100 
4.353 


236,000 


0,600 













25,095 


38,709 
1,662 
185 


6,825 


5,507 
229 


545 





28,800 


39 


29,245 
35,843 


19,051 
13,486 


§,302 


§ ex dividend. 


of Weeks 


No. 





Aggregate Traflics to Date 


Totals 


rhis Year 


f 
113,600 
30),687 


5,400 


2,911,891 
4,654,900 
4,751,321 
1,605,785 
5,049,075 
$80,060 
74,276 
51,435 
34,315 
1,090,810 
110,934 
15,300 
446 995 


68,600 


$5,112,141 


6,270 


160 133 


$1,874,100 


60,730 





2,977,600 









1,111,652 
95,037 
944,610 
111,301 
4,94 °,582 
7,509,975 
4,660,268 
179,62 
3,232,376 





206,968 


1,036 





33,629 
289,136 


373,680 








59 


113,343 


3,126,55 











Increase or 
Decrease 


£ 
390 
34,959 


100 


216,960 


$902,500 


407,360 
128,639 


918,439 


61,824 
10, °25 
5,920 
5,729 
102,480 
30,213 
2,000 
67,679 


11,000 


$394,685 


1,845 


16,731 


$14,144,000 
3: 


33 
63 
3 










378,707 
83,663 
1,891,542 
9,710 
21,411 


Nore.—Yields are based on the approximate current prices and are within a fraction of 1j¢. 
: Salvador and Paraguay Central receipts are in currency. 

variation in Sterling value of the Argentine paper peso has lately been so great that the method of converting the Sterling weekly receipts at the par rate of exchange 
The statements from July 1 onwards are based on the current rates of exchange and not on the par value. 
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